New Jersey Animal Emergency Working Group Recommendations


Basic Veterinary Care For Animals Imported into New Jersey from Katrina-affected Areas

Upon arrival, animals should be assessed to determine the likelihood that their fur is contaminated with floodwater.  If this is the case and the animal appears to be able to withstand bathing, decontaminate the animal using warm water and Dawn dish soap prior to further handling.  Persons decontaminating animals must wear water-proof gloves, water-proof aprons, and eye protection.  If the fur does not appear to have been contaminated with floodwater, a complete physical examination should be performed with emphasis on evaluation of the skin, eyes, gastrointestinal system, and cardiovascular system.  

Animals should be triaged according to the severity of condition and the resources available.  Aggressive therapy and isolation is recommended for animals with diarrhea.  

Animals suspected of having communicable diseases should be isolated from healthy animals.  Each animal should be appropriately identified using microchips, photographs and/or collars, with records kept to document the source of the animal, condition upon arrival, medical findings and treatments, and contact information for caretaker.   


A summary of the comprehensive recommendations for animals impacted by Hurricane Katrina drafted by the CDC with input from the AVMA are included below. The CDC document is also attached. 

Veterinarians can contact the New Jersey Department of Agriculture and the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Service (NJDHSS) at the contact numbers below for assistance.  Due to the many health and safety issues regarding wildlife, all wildlife species are prohibited from entering the state.  Should wildlife from the effected area be presented for rehabilitation and/or relocation in NJ, the species is to be identified and the NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife contacted at (609) 292-2966.

NJDA                                          
NJDHSS

Nancy E Halpern, DVM 

Faye E. Sorhage, VMD, MPH

609-292-3965 
(all hours)

Colin T. Campbell, DVM

                                            

(609) 588-3121 (workdays)

(609) 392-2020 (nights, weekends, and holidays)

 Summary of prophylactic measures upon arrival (see attached for details)

Dogs:

Rabies vaccination

Distemper vaccination

Hepatitis vaccination

Parainfluenza vaccination

Parvovirus vaccination

Leptospirosis vaccination 

Internal parasite treatment (coccidia, giardia, roundworms, hookworms, and whipworms)

External parasite treatment (fleas and ticks)

Heartworm test

Ehrlichia/Lyme test (optional)

Cats:

Rabies vaccination

Feline viral rhinotracheitis

Calicivirus

Panleukopenia

Internal parasite treatment (coccidia, giardia, roundworms, hookworms)

External parasite treatment (fleas and ticks)

Horses:

EIA test - if not available, quarantine and provide fly control until test is performed and negative results provided

Rabies vaccination

Tetanus vaccination

Eastern Equine Encephalitis vaccination

West Nile Virus vaccination

Internal parasite treatment 

External parasite treatment 

