Contact: [xxx], Phone [xxx]
 [SCHOOL/ DISTRICT] TO CELEBRATE ANNUAL 
JERSEY FRESH FARM TO SCHOOL WEEK ON [DAY/ DATE]
eVENT(S) TO HIGHLIGHT VALUE, IMPORTANCE OF FRESH PRODUCE, NJ AGRICULTURE
[City, State], [Date], 2014 – As part of New Jersey’s first Jersey Fresh Farm to School Week September 22 – 26, [School/ District] is hosting [Name of event].
Jersey Fresh Farm to School Week was designated by Governor Christie and the State Legislature in 2011 as the last week in September each year to promote the state’s agricultural industry and encourage children and their families to increase their consumption of fresh produce.  The week also seeks to educate about the health benefits of eating fruits and vegetables and show the connection between a healthy diet and success in school.

“We join with [School/ District] in celebrating Jersey Fresh Farm to School Week,” said New Jersey Secretary of Agriculture Douglas H. Fisher.  “We applaud their efforts to partner with local farmers to offer the freshest, highest quality produce in their school meals and as snacks.”

[Insert details on local district activities and decorations, meal plans and/or date and time of special events.] 
Jersey Fresh Farm to School Week is an initiative of the New Jersey Department of Agriculture in cooperation with the New Jersey Farm to School Network.  The bill creating Farm to School Week was sponsored by Senators Jim Whelan and Steven Oroho and Assemblymen John McKeon and John Burzichelli and Assemblywoman Annette Quijano.
Through the Farm to School program, schools throughout New Jersey can source more than 100 types of Jersey Fresh produce grown here in the Garden State. Opportunities exist for NJ farmers to provide agricultural products to school food service departments throughout the growing season. The object of serving healthy meals in school cafeterias is to improve student nutrition, provide health and nutrition education opportunities that will last a lifetime, as well as support local farmers. 

Additionally, the farm to school program includes school garden activities which help teach students where food comes from by growing it themselves. Students benefit by learning the science behind farming and the nutritional values of fresh products, as well as gain a greater understanding and appreciation of the environment. Educators can use school garden programs to teach any subject - math, science, language arts, health and nutrition or social studies. Finally, farm to school programs create a sense of community for all involved with the related activities.
For more information, visit http://www.nj.gov/agriculture/divisions/fn/childadult/farm_to_school.html.
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