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SADC Preserves 32-Acre Winslow Township, Camden County, Farm
Agriculture Secretary Douglas H. Fisher today announced the preservation of the 32-acre Riverforks Farm in Winslow Township, Camden County.

“Productive farm fields are a welcome sight across New Jersey but they are especially appreciated in our more urban and suburban counties,” said Secretary Fisher, who chairs the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC). “I’m delighted this land has been permanently protected and will help ensure agriculture will remain a vital presence in Winslow Township for generations to come.” 
Riverforks Farm is owned by J. Evans Jennings Jr. and his wife Sharon. It was so named because the Longacoming and Maple branches of Great Egg Harbor River come together at the rear of the farm. Jennings’ family has been farming in South Jersey since 1677 and in Sicklerville since the 1800s. He grew up on the farm, recalling the Sicklerville of his childhood as a “tiny town with small truck farms and dairy farms.” In the 1960s, he purchased the farm from his father and currently grows hay for sale to equine operations.

Jennings said preserving the farm made sense to him because of  its location next to the New Brooklyn Lake Park and adjacent to a proposed greenway that parallels Great Egg Harbor River, and because none of the couple’s five daughters is interested in farming. 

“I wanted to preserve the farmland so even if my great-grandchildren don’t live on a farm, I want them to be able to come here and see what it’s like,” Jennings said.
The SADC purchased the development rights to the farm for $885,416. When landowners sell their development rights, they continue to own the land but agree to permanent deed restrictions that protect the land for agricultural use. 
The State Agriculture Development Committee administers the state Farmland Preservation Program. To date, more than 1,800 farms covering more than 175,000 acres have been permanently preserved statewide under the program, including 8 farms covering 499 acres in Camden County. 
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