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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Board of Public Utilities

Two Gateway Center
Newark, NJ 07102
~vw.ni.aov/bDU/

CUSTOMER ASSISTANCE--

PETERT. HIGGINS
PETITIONER

v.

ORDER ADOPTING INITIAL DECISION
SETTLEMENT

)
)
)
)
)
)

MIDDLESEX WATERCOMPANY,
RESPONDENT

BPU DOCKET NO. WC0711 0883U
OAL DOCKET NO. PUC 745-08

(SERVIC:E LIST ATTACHED)

BY THE BOARD:

On November 19, 2007, Peter T. Higgins (Petitioner) filed a petition with the Board disputing the
bill of Middlesex Water Company (Respondent) for water services.

After the filing of Respondent's answer, the Board transmitted this matter to the Office of
Administrative Law (GAL) for hearing and initial disposition as a contested case pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 m §.§.g.,. and N.J.S.A. 5214F-1 m §.§.g.,. This matter was assigned to
Administrative Law (ALJ) Judge Ronald W. Reba.

While this matter was pending at the GAL, the parties engaged in negotiations and reached a
settlement that was placed on the record before the ALJ on May 15, 2008. By Initial Decision
issued on June 11, 2008, and submitted to the Board on June 18, 2008, ALJ Reba found that
the agreement was voluntary, that its term.s fully disposed of all issues in controversy and that it
met the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1: 1-19.1. Pursuant to the terms of their settlement, the parties
agreed that the Petitioner would pay $175.98, which is one-half of the total arrearages of
$351.96. In addition, Petitioner agreed to pay the current bill in the amount of $65.53 received
on May 14, 2008, and to pay all future bills in a timely manner.

After a review and consideration of the Initial Decision and the agreement of the parties, the
Board HEREBY FINDS that the terms of the agreement represent a fair and reasonable



resolution of all outstanding contested issues. Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the
Initial Decision and agreement of the parties in their entirety as if fully set out herein.

DATED: BOARD OF PUBLIC UTiliTIES
BY:

JEANNE M. FOX

PRESIDENT

L-

~

FREDERICK F. BltTLER
COMMISSIONER

COMMISSIONER
ELIZA!;3E~H

COMM'"'t5.00NER)

ATTEST:

/trJ4r
KRISTI IZZD
SECRETARY
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PETER T. HIGGINS

v.

MIDDLESEX WATER COMPANY
BPU Docket No. WC0711 0883U

OAL Docket No. PUC 745-08

SERVICE LIST

Peter T. Higgins
4 Buttonwood Drive
Somerset, New Jersey 08873

Kenneth J. Quinn, Esq.
Middlesex Water Company
1500 Ronson Road
P.O. Box 1500
Iselin, New Jersey 08830

Eric Hartsfield, Director
Julie Ford-Williams
Division of Customer Assistance
Board of Public Utilities
Two Gateway Center
Newark, New Jersey 07102

Kerri Kirschbaum, DAG
Division of Law
124 Halsey Street
P.O. Box 45029
Newark, New Jersey 07102
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State of New Jersey
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW

((:-) INITIAL DEC.lSION~ --~ --

SETTLEMENT

OAL DKT. NO. PUC 745-08

AGENCY DKT. NO. WC07110883U

PETER T. H1GGINS,

Petitioner,

v.

MIDDLESEX WATER COMPANY,

Respondent.

Peter T. Higgins, petitioner, Q[Q ~

Kenneth J. Quinn, Esq., for respondent

Record Closed: June 6, 2008 Decided: June 11,2008

BEFORE RONALD W. REBA, ALJ:

This matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on

February 21, 2008, for determination as a contested case, pursuant to N.J.S.A.

52:148-1 to -15 and N.J.S.A. 52:14F-1 to -13.

The parties have agreed to a settlement and have prepared a settlement

agreement indicating the terms thereof, which is attached and fully incorporated herein.

New Jersey is an Equa/ Opportunity Emp/a.ver



OAL DKT. NO. PUG 745-08

I have reviewed the record and the settlement terms and I FIND:

1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by

their signatures or their representatives' signatures.

2. The settlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and is consistent

with the law.

I CONCLUDE that this agreement meets the requirements of N.J.A.C. 1:1-19.1,

and that the settlement should be approved. I approve the settlement and therefore

ORDER that the parties comply with the settlement terms and that these proceedings

be concluded.

I hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for

consideration.
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OAL OKT. NO. PUG 745-08..,
This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTiliTIES, which by law is authorized to make a final decision in

this matter. If the Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision

within forty-five days and unless such time limit is otherwise extended, this

recommended decision shall become a final decision in accordance with N,J.S.A~

52:148-10.
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a settlement?1

2

MR. 

HIGGINS: I do.Yes,

THE COURT:3 Anything that comes

4 thereafter will have to be a new Complaint.

5 You have to contact the BPU --

6

MR. 

HIGGINS: I understand that.

THE COURT: --or the Water Company7

as Mr. Quinn said; do you understand8 first,

that?9

MR. 

HIGGINS: Yes.10

THE COURT:11 Do you have any

12 questions concerning the settlement or

anyone else?13

MR. 

HIGGINS: Oh,14 the settlement

15 is agreed upon, and I'm writing out a

check immediately. It's been handed to him16

and I consider the matter resolved.17

Quinn, on theTHE COURT:

Mr.

18

bill itself --19

MR. QUINN: That's correct.20

THE COURT: --not the meter.21

And the settlement is the bill22

MR.QUINN:

That's correct.23

What happens todayTHE COURT:24

with the bills, and you'll report to the25
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