
Agenda Date: 12/17/09
Agenda Item: VIIB

STATE OF NEW JEIRSEY
Board of Public Utilities

Two Gateway Cenb~r
Newark, NJ 07102
www.ni.aov/bDu/

CUSTOM~R ASSISTANCE

PAUL LEFF,
Petitioner

v.

) ORDER ADOPlilNG INITIAL DECISION
) SETtrLEMENT

BPU DOCK~T NO. ECO8100885U
OAL DOCKf:T NO. PUC12682-08

PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND GAS

COMPANY,
Respondent

)
)
)
)
)

Kevin N. Starkey, Esq., Starkey, Kelly, Baw~r, Kenneally
j& Cunningham, Brick,

New Jersey, for Petitioner

Sheree L. Kelly, Esq., PSEG Services Corporation, New
t rk, New Jersey, for

Respondent

BY THE BOARD:

On October 2, 2008, Paul Left ("Petitioner") filed a petition with the
~ Board of Public Utilities

("Board") requesting a formal hearing.relate~ to a b~l~ing dispute wit~ P blic Service Electric and

Gas Company ("Respondent") regarding a bill for utility service provide by Respondent.

After the filing of Respondent's answer, the Board trarlsmitted thls~ matter to the Office of
Administrative Law ("OAL") for hearing and initial disposi1:ion as a.co tested case pu~suant to
N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 ~ ~ and N.J.S.A. 52:14f-1 ~ §~ This atter was assigned to
Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") Irene Jones.

While this matter was pending at the CAL, the parties eng aged in neg tiations and entered into
and signed a Stipulation of Settlement ("Settlement") that was submitt to the A,LJ. By Initial
Decision issued on November 30, 2009 and. submitted to the Board 0 December 4, 2009, to
which the Settlement was attached and made part thereof, ALJ Jones fund that the Settlement
was voluntary, that its terms fully disposed of all issues irl controvers and that it satisfied the
requirements of N.J.A.C. 1 :1-19.1.

Pursuant to the terms of the Settlement, Respondent has agreed to credit Petitioner's account in
the amount of $13,756.65 after which credit, Petitioner ha~; acknowled~ed that there will still be
an outstanding overdue balance on the account owed to f~espondent for past electric and gas



service rendered in the amount of $15,000.00. Petitioner has agreed t
~ make timely payrrlents for electric and gas service to be rendered by Respondent arld make eight {8) supplemental

monthly payments in the amount of $1,875.00 in addition to current bills commencing with

Petitioner's September 2009 bill from Respondent. The parties furt er agreed that should

Petitioner fail to keep the aforementioned deferred agreement, the parties have further agreed

that Respondent may exercise its authority in accordanCE~ with its tari(f and the provisions of

N.J.A.C. 14:3-3A.1 et sea. I

After review of the Initial Decision and the Settlement of tht~ parties, the Board HEREBY E!~
that, by the terms of the Stipulation of Settlement the p;arties have r~solved all outstarlding
contested issues in this matter. Accordingly, the Board !:i1=REBY ADO~TS the Initial Decision
and the Stipulation of Settlement executed by the parties; in their entirety as if fully set forth
herein.1 I
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1 As of December 8, 2009, it is the Board's understanding that Respondent has
r ot applied the agreed

upon credit to Petitioner's account, and Petitioner has not made any payments t the account. The Board

expects that the Petitioner and Respondent will abide by the term:s of the
Settlement shortly after the issuance of this Order.

c, ,
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v.
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SETTI_EMENT \

OAL OKT. NO. p~C 12682--08

AGENCY OKT. Nc). EC{)8100885U

PAUL LEFF,

Petitioner,

v.
PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND

GAS COMPANY,

Respondent.

Kevin N. Starkey, Esq., for petitioner (Starkey, K:elly, Bauer, Kenneally

& Cunningham, attorneys) I

Sheree L. Kelly, Esq., for respondent PSE&G C

Decided: November 30,2009Record Clo~ed: November 24, 2009

.
BEFORE IRENE JONES, ALJ:

Ne)1' Jerj'ey is an Equal Opportunity Employer

~.J.S~. 52:14F1 to -13. l



GAL DKT. NO. PUG 12682-08

A hearing was scheduled for July 15, 2009 but adjourned because the parties

agreed to settle the matter. On November 24,2009, a Stipulat~on of Settlement indicating

the terms of settlement was signed by the parties and is attached hereto.

FIND:After reviewing the record and the settlement,

1. The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced

by the signatures or the signatures of the representatives.

The settlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and is2.

consistent with the law and is in the public inter.est.

Therefore, I CONCLUDE that this agreement meets the requirements of

N.J.A.C. 1 :1-19.1(d) and should be approved.

comply with the settlement terms and the proceeding:3 be CONCL.UDED.

It is 'further ORDERED that the parties

I hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for

consideration.

2



GAL DKT. NO. PUG 12682-08

This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is authorized to make a final decision in

this matter, If the Board of Public Utilities does not al::fopt, modify or reject this decision

within forty-five (45) days and unless such time limit is otherwise extended, this

recommended decision shall become a final decis;ion in accordance with N.J.S.A.

52:148-10.

Date Mailed to Parties:
DEC 32009

sej

3

stREeteR :,'19
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
OFFICE OF AD~ISTRA TIV1~ LAW

)
)
)
)

PalO) Left OAL Docket No. PUCCC 12682-2008N
BPU Docket No. GCUHI00885UPetjLiuoer

v. -

)
)
)

~LJ.PULA TION OF SETTLEMENT
Public Service Electric and Gas Compuy,

R~pondent

.This mfttter having oc~n brought oowre the Officc of Administtative Law by the
Petitioner. Paul Left' ("Petitioner"), against Respondent Public S~n.jce l.!lcctric and Gas
Company C'PSE&G" or "Respondent') for utility service rende.rcd by PSE&G to L\)e premises
77 Q\o'al Road. Essex fells, NJ (the "Property") and the P:iJties having agreed to settle this
mn~r, hcrcby set fom tl1t l~rms and conditions of their f:ettlement agrecrnent as follows:

lrI the interests of resolving this matter without further de;lay, ex-tensive cftort and cost. the
parries heretO agreed to settle this matter in accordance with the following terms:

PSE&G ngrees to credit Petitioner's 8OCO'.JJ1t in the amount uf$J3,756.6S1.

2. After application of the $13,756.65 credit referenced in paragraph 1, Petitioner
acknowle.dges that there \\-ill still bc an outstanding OVerdtlC balance on thc account owed to
PSE&G for past electric and gas servicc rcndercd by PSE&G in thc aJ',ou.u1 of$15,000.00.

-~. ~~1iQ~~O.-tim.cJy_payJ'1erJ>-SE&O-bills for <:lCClric ;md gas serviccas
-wcu- a$ to enter into the deferred payment arrangement specified in Paragraph 4 below to payoff
the $15.000.00 outstandjng bai:mce due at the time of 6ctt1~cnl.

4. Petitionc: agrees to make eight (8) supplemental monthly payments in the a.~ount
of $1875.00 per month in addition to monthly Utility bills c:ommcncing ~.;th Petitioncr's
Septcmber 2009 PSE&O utility bill.

5. If Petitioner fails to kel1' the agJ'eement as s~t fOl1h in the defctTed paymeDt
arrangcrncnt established in paragraph 4 above, PSE&O may exercl.'it: its authority in accordance
",ith iiS tariff and the provisions ofN.J .A.C. 14:3-3A.l ~ ~



Date:_.~~:~:_-~-_.!;~::..L.~.~~~=l






