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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Board of Public Utilities

Two Gateway Center
Newark, NJ 07102

www.bpu.state.ni.us

CABLE TELEVISION

IN THE MATTER OF CERTAIN COMCAST )
CABLE COMMUNICATIONS, LLC. )
SUBSIDIARTES (AS SET FORTH BELOW) RATE)
CHANGE UNDER AGGREGATE FCC FORM )
1205 DETERMINING REGULATED EQUIPMENT)
ANf;JINSTALLATION COSTS )

ORDER ADOPTING
INITIAL DECISION

BPU DOCKET NO. CRO5030186
OAL DOCKET NO. CTV 03220-05N

(SERVICE LIST ATTACHED)

BY THE BOARD:

On March 1, 2005, Comcast Cable Communications, LLC., Subsidiaries 1 (Comcast

Consolidated systems) (collectively Comcast) filed a Company Level aggregate FCC Form 1205
with the Board of Public Utilities (Board) for the purpose of adjusting maximum permitted rates
for regulated equipment and installation costs.

The Board is the local franchising authority in New Jersey and is certified to regulate
basic service rates and associated equipment and installation charges of cable television
operators providing service within the State.

FCC Form 1205 is a rate form used by cable operators to update their regulated rates
for equipment, such as converters and remotes, and customer installations. Under the revised
benchmark rules which apply to operators beginning May 15, 1994, Second Order on
Reconsideration, Fourth Report and Order. and Fifth Notice of Proposed Rulemakina, MM
Docket No. 92-266, FCC 94-38, (Second Order on Reconsideration), cable operators are
required to justify their rates for cable installations and lease of equipment through an annual
filing of a new Form 1205 with the franchising authority. Form 1205 is used to determine
whether the rates established by the operator are reasonable based on an examination of the
operator's costs for the prior year.

1 Comcast Cable Communications, LLC. subsidiaries include Comcast of Avalon, LLC., Comcast of

Burlington County, LLC., Comcast of Central New Jersey, LLC., Comcast of Garden State, L.P., Comcast
of Gloucester County, LLC., Com cast of Jersey City, LLC., Comcast of Long Beach Island, LLC.,
Comcast of the Meadowlands, LLC., Comcast of Mercer County, LLC., Comcast of Hopewell Valley, Inc.,
Comcast of Lawrence, LLC., Comcast of Monmouth County, LLC., Comcast of New Jersey II, LLC.,
Comcast of Northwest New Jersey, LLC., Comcast of Ocean County, LLC., Com cast of Plainfield, LLC.,
Comcast of Southeast Pennsylvania, LLC., Comcast of South Jersey, LLC., Comcast of New Jersey,
LLC (Toms River) and Com cast of Wildwood, LLC.



Under the FCC's Form 1205 methodology, the charges established for equipment leases
and customer installations are based on the prior year's actual cost. Equipment rates are
derived from the total capital and maintenance costs per unit of equipment, and installation rates
are derived from a calculation of an hourly service charge (HSC) and an application of that
charge to different types of 1nstallations.

On March 10, 2005, as provided by the New Jersey Administrative Procedures Act
N.J.S.A,- 52:14 B-1 m.§.§g,. and N.J.S.A. 52:14 F-1 m.§.§g,. the above filing was transmitted to the
Offrce of Administrative Law (OAL) for hearing and initial disposition.

On May 23, 2005, a pre-hearing conference was held and att8nded by Com cast, the
Division of Ratepayer Advocate (Ratepayer) and the Board's Staff (collectively, the Parties).
The preliminary hearing dates for this filing were set for November 18, 21 and 22, 2005 with
Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Richard McGill.

~,
On October 26,2005, the parties began settlement discussions. Thereafter, ALJ McGill

adjourned the hearings scheduled for November 18, 21 and 22, 2005 to allow the Parties
additional time to explore avenues for settlement.

.;;.1

Comcast notified its customers of rate changes on various dates beginning with
September 10, 2005 up to November 16, 2005, by way of newspaper announcements informing
them of their opportunity to submit written comments to ALJ McGill, for a period of thirty (30)
days or until October 10, 2005 through December 16,2005.

On January 17, 2006, after extensive discovery and settlement negotiations, the Parties
reached an agreement and executed a Stipulation of Settlement (Stipulation), memorializing the
agreement and forwarded it to ALJ McGill for consideration.

On January 27, 2006, ALJ McGill filed his Initial Decision with the Board, which
recommended that the Stipulation be approved. ALJ McGill found that the Parties have
voluntarily agreed to the settlement and that the settlement is consistent with the law and fully
disposes of all issues in controversy. The ALJ therefore concluded that the Stipulation met the
requirements of N.J.A.C. 1 :1-19.1 and should be approved.

The Board has reviewed the Stipulation and Initial Decision and HEREBY FINDS them
to be reasonable, in the public interest and in accordance with the law. Therefore, the Board
HEREBY ADOPTS the Stipulation of Settlement and Initial Decision (attached hereto) as its
own, incorporating by reference the terms and conditions therein as if fully set forth at length
herein.

The Board, also HEREBY ORDERS that Comcast shall issue any refunds due its
subscribers pursuant to the Stipulation within sixty (60) days of the date of this Order, or thirty
(30) days after approval of its refund liability statement by the Office, whichever is later, and that
Comcast shall inform subscribers of the reason for the refunds. Said refunds shall be
denominated "BPU Refund" on subscribers' bills.

Comcast, within ten (10) days of the payment of the refunds to subscribers, is
HEREBY ORDERED to notify the Board, in writing, of the date(s) said refunds were paid and
the amounts refunded. The Board FURTHER ORDERS that Comcast, within ten (10) days of
effectuating the entire refund to its subscribers, certify in writing to the Office that the refunds
have been completed and provide a final accounting by system of all such refunds by docket.

BPU DOCKET NO. CRO50301862



Specifically, the Board HEREBY ORDERS that Comcast shall submit a certified refund liability
statement to the Office of Cable Television, verified by an Officer of the Corporation qualified
to verify, within thirty (30) days of the date of this Order which shall at a minimum include, but
not be limited to, the following items for all Comcast systems: (a) the number of installations
and equipment charges by type performed subsequent to the effective date of each system as
noted in Schedule A of the Stipulation (Schedule A); (b) the amount charged for such
installations and equipment that exceeded the settlement rates specified in Schedule A; (c)
the number of subscribers of record as of the effective date of the implementation of the
refund who had been charged an installation or equipment rate in excess of the settlement
rates, as specified in Schedule A, subsequent to the individual system's effective date; (d) a
calculation of interest (compounded daily) using the applicable FCC published rate of interest
from the date of the charge through the date of refund; (e) the total refund amount both pre
and post interest; and (f) the per-subscriber refund amount, if applicable.
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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF CERTAIN COMCAST CABLE
COMMUNICATIONS, llC SUBSIDIARIES RATE CHANGE UNDER A

COMPANY lEVEL AGGREGATE FCC FORM 1205 DETERMINING
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Seema M. Singh, Esq.
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Office of Cable Television
Board of Public Utilities
2 Gateway Center
Newark, NJ 07102
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Deputy Attorney General
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Division of Law
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IN THE MATTER OF THE FILING OF
FCC FORM 1205 FOR APPROVAL OF
RATE CHANGES FOR NEW JERSEY
SYSTEMS OF CQMCAST CABLE
COMMUNICATIONS, LLC.

Dennis C. Linken, Esq., for Comcast Cable Communications, LLC
(Stryker, Tams & Dill, attorneys) -

Jeffrey L. Slutzky, Deputy Attorney General, for the Staff of the Board
of Public Utilities
(Nancy Kaplen, Acting Attorney General of New Jersey, attorney)

Ava-Marie Madeam, Assistant Deputy Ratepayer Advocate, and Maria T. Novas-Ruiz,
Assistant Deputy Ratepayer Advocate, for the Division of Ratepayer Advocate
(Seema M. Singh, Ratepayer Advocate, attorney)

Record Closed: January 20, 2006 Decided: January 24, 2006

BEFORE RICHARD McGILL, ALJ:

This matter involves a filing by t\.'.1:..( Cable Communications, LLC of FCC FornI

1205 for a rate revision related to equipmcI11 )(\(1 Installation costs. The matter was transmitted

to the Office of Administrative Law on Ma~h IbJ 2!H)5, for determination as contested l'ase.

Prior to hearing, the parties agreed to tt)e en';\JCdb Ie resolution of the matter and submitted

a written Stipulation of Settlement. Having rwiewe.J the record and the settlement terms,

FIND as follows:

RA6 Tit 7/6 R.



OAL DKT. NO. CTV3220-05

The parties have voluntarily agreed to the settlement as evidenced by their

signatures or the signatures of their representatives.

2.~
'W

1;lje settlement fully disposes of all issues in controversy and is consistent with

the law.

Therefore, r CONCLUDE that the agreement meets the requirem.ents of N..fA.C. 1:.1-

19.1 and that the settlement should be approved. Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the parties

comply with the terms of the settlement, and it is FURTHER ORDERED that the proceedings

in this matter be concluded.

I hereby FILE my initial decision with the BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES for

consideration.

This recommended decision may be adopted, modified or rejected by the BOARD OF

PUBLIC UTILITIES, which by law is authorized to make a final decision in this matter. lithe

Board of Public Utilities does not adopt, modify or reject this decision within forty-five (45) days

and unless such time limIt is otherwise extended, this recommended decision shall become a

final decision in accordance with N..lS.A. 52: 14B-10.
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

OFFICE OF CABLE TELEVISION

IN THE MATTER OF CERTAIN COMCAST )
CABLE COMMUNICATIONS, LLC )
SUBSIDIARIES (AS SET FORTH BELOW) )
RATE CHANGE UNDER A COMPANY LEVEL)
AGGREGATE FCC FORM 1205 )
DETERMINING REGULATED EQUIPMENT )
AND INSTALLATION COSTS

OALDocket No. CTV 03220-05N
BPUDocket No. CRO5030186

Appearances:

Stryker, Tams & Dill LLP by Dennis C. Linken, Esq., and Richard De Angelis, Esq.., for all
Comcast Subsidiaries noted herein.

Seema Singh, Ratepayer Advocate, by Maria T. Novas-Ruiz, Esq. on behalf of the Division
of the Ratepayer Advocate.

Peter C. Harvey, Attorney General of New Jersey, by Jeff Slutzky, Deputy Attorney General and
Suzana Loncar, Deputy Attorney General on behalf of the Staff of the Board of Public Utilities.

STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT

WHEREAS, the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of
1992, Pub. L. No. 102-385, 106 Stat. 1460 (1992), codified at 47 V.S.C. § 543 et seg., (the
"Federal Act"), divided the delivery of cable television services into two separate rate regulable
categories: (i) "basic service" (consisting primarily of "off-the-air" channels and public,
educational and governmental channels), more commonly known as "limited basic service" or
"the limited basic tier of service," and associated equipment and installation and (ii) cable
programming services ("CPS") (consisting oj-other television channels) and associated

equipment;

WHEREAS, under the Feder;ll Act. the limited basic tier of service is regulated
by the "local franchising authority," and until ~,lfch 31, 1999, CPS was regulated by the Federal
Communications Commission ("FCC") upon Ihl.' Ii lIng of a complaint from the local franchising
authority to the FCC with regard to a CPS ticr ~[:.:~

WHEREAS, under the provision&of!hc New Jersey Cable Television Act ("New
JerseyAct"),N.J.S.A. 48:5A-l et seg., the local tr;lnchising authority is the Board of Public

Utilities ("BPU" or "Board");



WHEREAS, the Federal Act required the FCC to issue regulations governing the
standards to be used by local franchising authorities in regulating rates charged for the limited
basic tier of service;

WHEREAS, under FCC rules, 47CFR §76.900~, a cable operator may
adjust its limited basic service tier. rates under the annual rate adjustment system pursuant to the.
regulatIons adopted September 15, 1995, (47 CFR§76.922), by filing with the local franchising
authority a FCC Form 1240, which computes the maximum peqnitted rate ("MFR") for the
limited basic service tier;

WHEREAS, under FCC regulations adopted March 30, 1994,47 CPR §76.900 ~
~, a cable operator may adjust its equipment and installation charges annually by filing with
the local franchising authority a FCC Form 1205;

WHEREAS, on February 28, 2005, pursuant to 47 ~ § 543 et seg. and
N.] .S.A. 48:5A-1 et seg., the undersigned subsidiaries of Comcast Cable Communications, LLC
(the "Comcast Subsidiaries"), filed, on a company level aggregated basis, a FCC Fonn 1205 with
the Board in Docket No. CR05030186 in order to determine regulated equipment and installation
rates in all of the Comcast Subsidiaries' systems;

WHEREAS, on March 10,2005, the above rate filing was transmitted to the
Office of Administrative Law ("OAL ") for initial disposition;

WHEREAS, on May 23,2005, pursuant to N..J.A.C. 1: 1-13.1, a pre-hearing
telephone conference was held in this matter before the Honorable Richard McGill,
Administrative Law Judge (" ALJ"), wherein a pre-hearing order was issued setting forth, among
other things, the issues to be decided and dates for plenary hearings;

WHEREAS, on various dates the ComcastSubsidiaries, with respect to their
Fonn 1205 filing (the Comcast Subsidiaries hereinafter referred to collectively as "Comcast"),
notified subscribers of the adjustments to their rates for monthly equipment rental and
installation via newspaper announcements, infonning them of their opportunity to submit written
comments;

WHEREAS, Staff and the Ratepayer Advocate have requested infonnation with
respect to the issues presented in the aforementioned filings, to which Comcast responded; and

WHEREAS, the Parties, after engaging in settlement discussions, prior to
scheduled hearings, have reached agreement on the disposit;~ of these matters;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereby STIPULATE and agree to the followingfor consideration by the Board: '

2



1. Comcast notified its customers of the proposed rate adjustments via
newspaper announcements, informing them of their opportunity to submit written comments for
a period of thirty (30) days.

2. The effective dates of the Equipment and Installation rates and charges for
the ComcastFCC Form 1205 filing in Docket No. CR05030186 vary by system. These effective
dates also match the effective dates of Com cast's associated Form 1240 cases filed with the
Board. Comcast has a total of seven (7) effective dates for its Form 1205 rates. All equipment
and installation rates shall be as noted in Schedule A, which schedule reflects the rates as agreed
upon by the Parties. The effective dates of such settlement rates are as follows:

June 1,2005 -Comcast of Wildwood, LLC (Maple
Shade/Gloucester system).

November 1,2005 -Comcast of Jersey City, LLC

January 1, 2006-Comcast of Burlington County, LLC; Comcast
of Central New Jersey, LLC (East Brunswick, East Windsor and
West Windsor); Comcast of Garden State, LP (Garden State and
Carney's Point Systems); Comcast of Gloucester County, LLC;
Comcast of Monmouth County, LLC; Comcast of Ocean County,
LLC; Comcast of Long Beach Island, LLC; Comcast of New
Jersey, LLC (Toms River, Cedar Bonnet Island and Crestwood

Village)

February 1,2006 -Comcast of the Meadowlands, LLC, Comcast
of New Jersey II, LLC, Comcast of Northwest New Jersey, LLC,
Comcast of Plainfield, LLC" Comcast Cablevision of Wildwood,
LLC (Wildwood system)

February 15, 2006 -Comcast of South Jersey, LLC
("PleasantVille system" [Atlanti.c City/Brigantine, Downbeach,
East I & 2, and West areas] and "Vineland system" [Franklinville
North & South, Franklinville (6 towns), Salem, Turnersville and

Vineland])

March 1,2006 -Comc,lst of \1ercer County, LLC, Comcast of
Hopewell Valley, Inc.. lumcast of Lawrence, LLC (collectively
the rvf~r system), ComcJst of Southeast Pennsylvania, LLC
(Hop~t.eil/Lambertvi lIe syslt.'m )

June 1,2007 -Comcast of:\vJlon, LLC ("ComcastiAvalon'



3. ComcastiAvalon's monthly addressable and digital converter rate (with
respect to the Avalon system) was $3.60 for the period June 1.,2004 through May 31.,2005 (the
$3.60 rate having been approved by the Board in a previous settlement agreement in BPU
Docket No. CR020301.37). For the period June 1.,2005 through May 31,2006,
ComcastiAvalon's maximum monthly addressable and digital converter rate will be $4..35. For
the period June 1,2006 through May 31,2007, ComcastiAvalon's maximum addressable and
digital converter rate will be $4.35.

4. For all other Comcast systems (that is, all Comcast systems with the
exception of the Avalon system), the monthly settlement rate for their addressable and digital.
converters shall be $4.60 for the rate period following their respective effective dates as set forth
in paragraph 2.

5. In Comcast of Wildwood, LLC's Maple Shade and Gloucester City
systems and in Comcast of Jersey City, LLC's system, Comcast will issue refunds, plus interest,
using the Internal Revenue Service rates for over and underpayments utilized by the FCC,
compounded daily through the date of distribution, retroactive to the effective rate date of the
specific Comcast rate district, to customers charged rates greater than the settlement rates
established in Schedule A. Said refunds shall be .denominated "BPU Refund" and shall be
distributed among all current subscribers during a future billing cycle which shall commence as
soon as reasonably possible, but no later than 60 days after BPU approval of this Stipulation of
Settlement, except that installation refunds will be to specific customers, unless they have
disconnected.

6. This Stipulation of Settlement resolves all issues raised by any party in
connection with Comcast's company-level aggregate FCC Form 1205 filing submitted to the
Board in Docket No. CR05030 186.

7. By January 31, 2006, Comcast shall provide the Office of Cable
Television with a complete refund liability statement with schedules that include interest
calculations reflecting the estimated monetary amount and the number of customers that will be
receiving refunds in Comcast of Wildwood, LLC's Maple Shade and Gloucester City systems
and in Comcast of Jersey City, LLC's s,ystcm. calculated through the estimated date of
distribution.

8. The signatories agree that. I:xcept as expressly provided herein, this
Stipulation of Settlement has been made excluc"IVl:ly. for the purpose of this proceeding and that.
the provisions contained herein, in total or hY~t:c!tic items, shall not be used against a..~y of the
Parties in any other proceeding before the Bo:a-d or I n other forums or jurisdictions, nor shall the
contents of this Stipulation of Settlement, in ~J Or by specific items, by inference, inclusion, or
deletion, in any way be considered or used by 'm\'I othl:r Party as any indication of the position of
any Party hereto on any issue litigated or to bl: I~.ltl:d in other proceedings. All signatories
acknowledge that the terms of this Stipulation 01' SL'ttll:ment shall not be effective until approved
by the Board.

J.



9. This Stipulation of Settlement contains tenns, each of which is
interdependent with the others and essential in its own right to the signing of this Stipulation of
Settlement. Each tenn is vital to the agreement as a whole, since the Parties expressly and
jointly state that they would not have signed the agreement had any tenn been modified in any
way. Each Party is entitled to certain procedures in the event that any modification is made to
the tenns of this Stipulation of Settlement, pursuant to which each of the signatory Parties hereto
must be given the right to be placed in the position it was in before this Stipulation of Settlement
was entered. Therefore, if any modification is made to the tenns of this Stipulation of
Settlement, it is essential that each Party be given the option, before the implementation of any
new rate resulting from said action, either to modify its own position, to accept the proposed
changes, or to resume the proceedings as if no agreement had been reached.

10. The Parties believe these provisions are fair to all concerned and therefore
they are made an integral and essential element of this Stipulation of Settlement. This being the
case, all Parties expressly agree to support the right of any other Party to this Stipulation of
Settlement to enforce all terms and procedures detailed herein.

COMCAST OF AVALON, LLC
COMCAST OF BURLINGTON COUNTY, LLC
COMCAST OF CENTRAL NEW JERSEY, LLC

COM CAST OF GARDEN STATE, L.P.
COMCAST OF GLOUCESTER COUNTY, LLC
COMCAST OF JERSEY CITY, LLC
COMCAST OF LONG BEACH ISLAND, LLC
COMCAST OF THE MEADOWLANDS, LLC
COMCAST OF MERCER COUNTY, LLC, COMCAST

OF HOPEWELL VALLEY, INC., COMCAST OF
LA WRENCE, LLC (COLLECTIVELY, THE
MERCER SYSTEM)

COMC AST OF MONMOUTH COUNTY, LLC

COMCAST OF NEW JERSEY II, LLC
COM(~ r\ST OF NORTHWEST NEW JERSEY, LLC

COM(':\ST OF OCEAN COUNTY, LLC
COM('\ST OF PLAINFIELD, LLC
COf\tlC:\~ r OF SOUTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA, LLC

COM(':\~ r OF SOUTH JERSEY, LLC
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Dated:

COMCAST OF NEW JERSEY, LLC
COMCAST OF WILDWOOD, LLC

By: ."(1: ,C~~~~~-(;~ -
Dennis C. Linken, Esq.
Stryker, Tams & Dill LLP

0/0,

IIDated:

SEEMA M. SINGH, ESQ.
ACTING DIRECTOR AND
RATEPAYER ADVOCATE
DIVISION OF THE
RATEPAYER ADVOCATE

By: g: L
Maria T. Novas-Ruiz, Esq.
Assistant Deputy Ratepayer Advocate

PETER C. HARVEY
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY
Attorney for the Staff of the

Board of Public Utilities

JJ 

...:l~lLL1LQ~Dated By:
Jeff Slutzky, Esq.
Deputy Attorney General

()
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RIC!kARD J.CODEY
AcfYzg Oouer/Zor PETER C. HARVEY

Attorney Oenera/

January 17 2006

VIA FAX AND REG2LAR ~IL
The Honorable Richard McGill
Office of Administrative Law-

33 Washington StreetNewark, 
NJ 07102

Re: I/M/O Comcast Cable Communications, Inc. for
Approval of the Filing of a Company Level FCC Form
1205 Determining Regulated Installation and
Equipment Charges
OAL Dkt. No. 03220-05N
BPU Docket No. CR05030186

Dear Judge McG

Enclosed is a fully-executed Stipulation of Settlement in the
above-captioned matter. Th~ parties ask that; the Initial Decision
in the mat,ter be expedited if at all possible. Thank you for your
kind attention to this matter.

Sincerely yours

PETER C. HARVEY
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY

!~~
Jeff Slutzky
Deputy Attorney General

..,
SerV1Ce L1Stcc (mail only)

\1.';1-:, ST!{I-:I-:T .TELEPHO:\I-:/1 
r-qlltl/ Opportunity Enlp/"

9" 3 I 048-3709 .FAX: (973)648-3555

.Prlilledon Recycled Paper and Recyclable

UFFICEOFTHE ATTORNEY GENERAL
DEi' ARTMENT OF LAw AND PuBLIC SAFETY

DIVISION OF LAw
PO Box 45029

NEWARK, NJ 07101



I/M/O COMCAST CABLE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. F"OR ApPROVAL OF" THE

FILING OF" A COMPANY LEVEL FCC FORM 1205 DETERMINING REGULATED

INSTALLATION AND EQUIPME,NT CHARGES

BPU DOCKET No. CR05030 186

SERVICE LIST

DENNIS C. LINKEN, EsQ.
STRYKER, TAMS & DILL, LLP

TwO PENN PLAZA EAST
NEWARK, N.J 07102

&

WILLIAM H. FURLONG, CHIEF"
BUREAU OF" INSPECTION

ENF"ORCEMENT

CF"F"ICE OF" CABLE TELEVISION

BOARD OF" PUBLIC TELEVISION

Two GATEWAY CENTER

NEWARK, N.J 071 02

RICHARD DEANGELIS, Es~.

STRYKER, TAMS & DILL, LLP

Two PENN PLAZA EAST

NEWARK, N..J 07102 LAWANDA GILBERT

LEGAL SPECIALIST

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

Two GATEWAY CENTER

NEWARK, N.J 07102

SEEMA M. SINGH, EsQ., ADRA.
DIVISION OF" RATEPAYER ADVOCATE

31 CLINTON STREET

P.c. Box 46005
NEWARK, N.J 07102

BRIAN W. EARNSHAW
VICE PRESIDENT AND CONTROLLER

COMCAST CABLE COMM., INC.
EASTERN DIVISION

200 CRESSON BOULEVARD,
P.c. Box 9B9
OAKS, PA 1 9456-0ge9

..JOSEPH C. LANCE
ASSISTANT CONTROLLER
COMCAST CABLE COMM., INC.
EASTERN DIVISION

ZOO CRESSON BOULEVARD,
P.C. Box 9B9
CAKS, PA 1 9456-09B9

fJo'J .i~ -~,fI\ ,. r-1 "-
_A_\'A-b4CRIE ~.1,._~e M-, Es~.
DIVISION OF" RATEPAYER ADVOCATE

31 CLINTON STREET

P.O. Box 46005
NEWARK, N.J 07102

ANDREA C. CRANE

THE COLUMBIA GROUP, INC.

P.C. 8ox 810
GEORGETOWN, CT 06829

.JEF"F" SLUTZKY, DAt;
~EPT. OF" LAW &, PUBLI~ SAF"ETY
DIVISION OF" LAW -

1 24 HALSEY STREET

P.O. Box 45029
NEWARK, N.J O? 1 CJ2CELESTE M. FASONE, DIRECTOR

I:J F"F"ICE OF" CABLE TELEVISION

BOARD OF" PUBLIC UTILITIES

Two GATEWAY CENTER

NEWARK, N.J 07102

SUZANA LONCAR, DAG

DEPT. OF" LAW & PUBLIC SAF"ETY

DIVISION OF" LAW

124 HALSEY STREET
P.O. Box 45029
NEWARK, N.J 07102

STEVEN RASTATTER

DF"F"ICE OF" CABLE TEL:;:"

BOARD OF" PUBLIC U-,

Two GATEWAY CENTER
NEWARK, N.J 07102

S!ON

"IES



State 01 New Jersey
PETERC.H.UVEY
Attorn..y Gt?M/tt1RICHARD J CODEY

.4('t~ CollI/I'MI'

January 17, 2006

VIA po AX AND REGttI&AR MAIL
The Honorable Richard McGill, ALJ
Office of Administrative Law
33' washington Street

Newark, NJ 07102

I/M/O Comcast cable Communic~tions, Inc. for
Approval of the Filing of a company Level FCC FO~
1205 Dete~ining Regulated Installa~ion and

Equipment Charges
OAL Dkt. No. 03220-0SN
BPU Docket No. CRO5030186

Re:

Dear Judge McGill

Enclosed is a fully-executed Stipulation of Settlement in the
above-captioned matter. The parties ask that the Initial Decision
in the matter be expedited if at all possible. Thank you for your

kind attention to this matter.

Sincerely yours

PETER C. HARVEY
A~TORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY

j1!J~ --
:;eff Slutzky
~~puty Attorney General

Service List (mail only

cc:
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

OFFICE OF CABLE TELEVISION

QAL Docket No. CTV 03220-05N
BPU Docket No. CROSO30186

---"

-mrnE MA-nER OF-CERTAIN COMCAST )
CABLE COMMUNICATIONS, LLC )
SUBSffilARIES (AS SET FORTH BELOW) )
RATE CHANGE UNDER A COMPANY LEVEL)
AGGREGATE FCC FORM 1205 )
DETERMINING REGULA TED EQUIPMENT)
AND INSTALLATION COSTS)

Appearances:

Stryker, Tams & Dill LLP by Dennis C. Linken, Esq., and Richard DeAngelis, Esq., for all

Comcast Subsidiaries noted herein.

Seema Singh, Ratepayer Advocate, by Maria T. Novas-Ruiz, Esq. on behalf of the Division

of the Ratepayer Advocate.

Peter C. Harvey, Attorney General of New Jersey, by Jeff Slutzky, Deputy Attorney General and
Suzana Loncar, Deputy Attorney General on behalf of the Staff of the Board of Public Utilities.

STIPULATION OF SETTLEMENT

WHEREAS, the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of
1992, Pub. L. No. 102-385, 106 Stat. 1460 (1992), codified at 47 ~ § 543 ~tsea., (the
"Federal Act"), divided the delivery of cable television services into two separate rate regulable
categories: (i) .'basic service" (consisting primarily of"off.the-air" channels and public,
educational and governmental ch"aMels), more commonly known as "limited basic service" or
'"the limited basic tier of service," and associated equipment and installation and (ii) cable
pro~amming services ("CPS") (consisting of other television channels) and associated

equipment;

WHEREAS, under the Federal .\ct. the limited basic tier of service is regulated
by the "local franchising authority." and until \1a.rch 31. 1999, CPS was regulated by the Federal
CommWlications Commission ("FCC.') upon thc :iling ora complaint from the local franchising

authority to the FCC with regard to a CPS tier rate,

WHEREAS, under the provisiona of '.he ~ew Jersey Cable Television Act ("New
Jersey Act"), N.J.S.A. 48:5A-l ~t seg., the local franchIsing authority is the Board of Public

Utilities ("BPU" or "Board");

fIll:jl .::10 Ala;£-8179-£L6:X'ej1 ue(T:cT 9OOl£0 ,:::,:::'
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1. Comcast notified its customers of the proposed rate adjustments via
newspaper announcements, informing them of their opport1.U1ity to submit written comments for
a period of thirty (30) days.

2. The effective dates of the Equipment and Installation rates and charges for
the Comcast FCC Fonn 1205 filing in Docket No. CR05030186 vary by system. These effective
dates also match the effective dates of Com cast's associated Form 1240 cases filed with the
Board. Comcast has a total of seven (7) effective dates for its Form 1205 rates. All equipment
and installation rates shall be as noted in Schedule A, which schedule reflects the rates as agreed
upon by the Parties. The effective dates of such settlement rates are as follows:

June 1, 2005 -Comcast of Wildwood. LLC (Maple
Shade/Gloucester system).

November 1, 2005 -Corncast of Jersey City. LLC

January 1, 2006--Comcast of Burlington County, LLC; Comcast
of Central New Jersey, LLC (East Brunswick, East Windsor and
West Windsor); Comcast of Garden State, LP (Garden State and
Carney's Point Systems); Corncast of Gloucester County. LLC;
Comcast of Monmouth County, LLC; Corncast of Ocean County,
LLC; Comcast of Long Beach Island, LLC; Comcast of New
Jersey, LLC (Toms River, Cedar Bonnet Island and Crestwood

Village)

February 1,2006 -Comcast of the Meadowlands, LLC, Comcast
of New Jersey II, LLC, Comcast of Northwest New Jersey, LLC.
Comcast of Plainfield, LtC" Comcast Cablevision of Wildwood,
LLC (Wildwood system)

February 15, 2006 -Comcast of South Jersey, LLC
("Pleasantville system" [Atlantic City/Brigantine. Downbeach,
East f & 2, and West areas] and "Vineland system" [Franklinville
North & South, Franklinville (6 towns), Salem, Turnersville and

Vineland])

March 1,2006 -Comcast of Mercer County~ LLC~ Comcast of
Hopewell Valley, Inc" Comcast of Law,.e, LLC (collectively
the Mercer system), Comcast of Southe~t Pennsylvania, LLC

(Hopewell/Lambertville system)

June 1,2007 -Comcast of Avalon, LtC C'ComcastJAvalon").

3
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3. Comcast/ Avalon's monthly addressable and digital converter rate (with
respect to the Avalon system) was $3.60 for the period June 1, 2004 through May 31, 2005 (the
$3.60 rate having been approved by the Board in a previous settlement agreement in BPU
Docket No. CR02030137). For the period June 1,2005 through May 31,2006,
ComcastlAvalon's maximum monthly addressable and digital converter rate will be $4.35. For
the period June 1,2006 through May 31,2007, Comcast/Avalon'g maximum addressable and
digital converter rate will be $4.35.

4. For all other Comcast systems (that is, all Comcast systems with the
exception of the Avalon system), the monthly settlement rate for their addressable and digital
converters shall be $4.60 for the rate period following their respective effective dates as set forth
in paragraph 2.

5. In Comcast of Wildwood, LLC's Maple Shade and Gloucester City
systems and in Comcast of Jersey City, LLC's system, Comcast will issue refunds, plus interest,
using the Internal Revenue Service rates for over and underpayments utilized by the FCC,
compounded daily through the date of distribution, retroactive to the effective rate date of the
specific Comcast rate district, to customers charged rates greater than the settlement rates
established in Schedule A. Said refunds shall be denominated "BPU Refund" and shall be
distributed among all current subscribers during a future billing cycle which shall commence as
soon as reasonably possible, but no later than 60 days after BPU approval of this Stipulation of
Settlement, except that installation refunds will be to specific customers, unless they have

disconnected.

6. This Stipulation of Settlement resolves all issues raised by any party in
connection with Comcast's company-level aggregate FCC Fonn 1205 filing submitted to the

Board in Docket No. CR05030186.

7. By January 31, 2006, Comcast shall provide the Office of Cable
Television with a complete refund liability statement with schedules that include interest
calculations reflecting the estimated monetary amount and the number of customer: :"1at will be
receiving refunds in Comcast of Wildwood, LLC' s Maple Shade and Gloucester City systems
and in Comcast of Jersey City, LLC's system, calculated through the estimated date of

distribution.

8. The signatories agree that, except as expressly provided herein, this
Stipulation of Settlement has been made exclusIvely for the purpose of this proceeding and that
the provisions contained herein, in total or by specific items, shall not be used against any of the
Parties in any other proceeding before the Board or in other forums or jurisdictions, nor shall the
contents of this Stipulation of Settlement, in total or by specific items, by inference, inclusion, or
deletion, in any way be considered or used by any other Party as any indication of the position of
any Party hereto on any is,lt!fltigated or to be litigated in other proceedings. All signatories
acknowledge that the terms otihis Stipulation of Settlement shall not be effective unti1 approved

by the Board.
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9. This Stipulation of Settlement contains terms, each of which is
interdependent with the others and essential in its own right to the signing of this Stipulation of
Settlement. Each tenn is vital to the agreement as a whole, since the Parties expressly and
jointly state that they would not have signed the agreement had any tenn been modified in any
way. Each Party is entitled to certain procedures in the event that any modification is made to
the terms of this Stipulation of Settlement, pursuant to which each of the signatory Parties hereto
must be given the right to be placed in the position it was in before this Stipulation of Settlement
was entered. Therefore, if any modification is made to the tem1s of this Stipulation of
Settlement, it is essential that each Party be given the option, before the implementation of any
new rate resulting from said action, either to modify its own position, to accept the proposed
changes, or to resume the proceedings as if no agreement had been reached.

10. The Partit:s believe these provisions are fair to all concerned and therefore
they are made an integral and essential element of this Stipulation of Settlement. This being the
case, all Parties expressly agree to support the right of any other Party to this Stipulation of
Settlement to enforce all tern1s and procedures detailed herein.

COMCAST OF AVALON, LLC
COMCAST OF BURLINGTON COUNTY. LtC
COMCAST OF CENTRAL NEW JERSEY, LtC
COMCAST OF GARDEN STATE, L.P.
COMCAST OF GLOUCESTER COUNTY, LLC
COMCAST OF JERSEY CITY. LLC
COMCAST OF LONG BEACH ISLAND, LLC
COMCAST OF THE MEADOWLANDS, LLC
COMCAST OF MERCER COUNTY, LLC, COMCAST

OF HOPEWELL VALLEY, INC., COMCAST OF
LAWRENCE, LLC (COLLECTIVELY, THE

MERCER SYSTEM)
COMCAST OF MONMOUTH COUNTY, LLC
COMCAST OF ~"EW JERSEY ll, LLC
COMCAST OF NORTHWEST NEW JERSEY, LtC

COMC..\ST OF OCEAN COUNTY. LLC
COMCAST OF PLAINFIELD, LLC
COMC:\ST OF SOU11IEAST PENNSYLVANIA. LLC

COMCr\ST OF SOUTH JERSEY, LtC
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~bDated:

COMCAst OF NEW JERSEY, LLC
COMCAST OF WILDWOOD, LLC

BY:~~.£~~=-
Dennis C. Linken, Esq.
Stryker, Tams & Dill !.I.P

/~

"7

).1Dated: ,," /
By:

Maria T. Novas-Ruiz, Esq.
Assistant Deputy Ratepayer Advocate

PETER C. HARVEY
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF NEW JERSEY
Attorney for the Staff of the

Board of Public Utilities

By:

6
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SEEMA M. SINGH, ESQ.
ACTING DIRECTOR AND
RATEPAYER ADVOCATE
DIVISION OF THE
RATEPAYER ADVOCATE,
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I/M/a CCMCA.ST CA.SL.E COMMUNICATIONS, INC. F"OR AFlPROVAI. OF" THE

F"tL.ING OF" A. CCM~A.NY L~v~L. F"CC F"OAM 1 2CJS C~T~~MININm R~GUI-A.T~C

I NSTA.L.L.A.T'CN A.NC E:QUIF"ME,NT CHARGES

SF"U COCKE:T Nc. CRCJ5C3C 1 as

~E:RVICE: LISI

D~NNla C. t.INKEN, ESQ.
5T~YKE~, TAMS & 011-1-, LLP

TWQ I:JENN PLAZA EAaT

NEWA~K, N..J 07102
&

WILLIAM H. FU~LCNt3, C"'IIe:F'
BU~EAU OF' INSPe:QTICN

~NF'CRCEMe:N-r
ClIi"Ii"ICe: CJIi" CASLE Te:L5:VISION

BCARC CF' PUSL.IC TE:L.£viSION

Two ~AT~WAY CeNTe~

NEWARK, N.J 07102

RJCHARO OEANGEL.JS, ~~!¥.

STRYKER, TAMS &. CILL, LLP
Twc P~NN PLAZA EAST
N~WARI<:, N.J 07102

eRIAN W. EA.qNSHAW
V'C~ PRE:$IDENT ANO CCNT~CI.I..e:R

CCMCAST CA6L.E CCMM., INC.
i::ASTERN CIVISION
2CJCJ CRE550N BOUL.£VARC,

P.O. Box 9B9
OAKS, PA 1 9456-0989

LAWANCA t;1L.SER."T'
LE~AL. 8 ~E:CIAI-15T

BOARD OF" PUBI-IC UTIL.ITIES

TwO GATEWAY CENTER

NEWA~I<., N.J 071 CJZ

Se:E:MA M. SINGH, ESQ., AORA.
DIVISION OF' RAT~PAY~R ACVOCATE
31 CLjNTON STR~ET

P,C. BOX 45CJCS
NEWARK, N.J 07102

1./ 0 i'Jt.'.N
M~,..ik

.JOSEPH C. LANCft
.A.5SISTANT CCNTRCLL..ER
CCMCAST CABi,.E; COMM., INC.
EASTERN DIVISICN

20C CRES5CN SCULE:VAAO,

P.O. SOX 9S9
OAKS, PA 19456-0989

, --
_A_'_IA -~;IRle~1~~-';;';", ESQ,

DIVISION OF" RA.TepA.Y~R AOVO~A.Te:

:3 1 CL.JNTON STR~~T

p.O. Box 46005
NEWA.RK, NoJ 07102

ANDReA c. C~ANE
THE CCL.UMB1A. GRCU~I INC.
~.c. Bcx S 1 0
G~CRG~T~WN, CTC6aZ9

..JEPP' SLUTZKY, CAG

~EFT. OF" LAW &, PUSL.IC 8AF"e:TY

CrVISICN CF" LAW

124 HAI.~~Y STR~i:T
P.C. Box 4SCJ29
NEWAIqI<, N..J 071 CJ2CeL.e:STe: M. F'A50NE, CIRECTOR

Cf"F"ICE CPO CA6L.e: Te:L~VI510N

BOARD OF" PUSL.IC UTIL.ITI~~

Two GAT~WAY C~NTe:R

N!:WARK, NIJ 07102

$UZANA LONCAR, OAG

De:Ft.. OF" LAW & PUaL.IC SAF"ETY

DIVISION OF" LAW

124 HAL.SEY STREe:T
~.C. e;~)( 45029
N~WARK, N.J 0'7102

5T~V~N RA.5TATTER

OF"F"IC~ OF" CA9L£ TELEVI8!ON

BOARO OF" PUaLIC UTILITIe;s

TWO ~ATE:WAY C£NTER

NEWARK, N.J 07102
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~;j' ;;$:"State Oif New Jersey ;;;:.;;t, ';:)!h\
.~"- ,..,.,OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW ;;'~; .."ii-
", c., ""'"'~"

33 Washington Street ~i.fi;~ ~~~
~~", --,Newark, New Jersey 07102 ~~::::.t~

(973) 648-6008 .~'-{";' ~ );;,.. ~

.~;? ~ !!3ii~

JAN 2 5 2006Date:

Re: Initial Decisions for Receipt

-
Receipt of the following decisions from the Office of Administrative Law (as well as a copy

of this fonD) is acknowledged as of the date indicated below:

GAL Docket No. CTV Case Name

Date:

,YEW JERSEY IS AN EQI. 4L OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER


