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The Office of Victim Services is
cevoted to protedting the rights of
victims of aime and assisting them in
obtaning meaningful serviaes
and loaating gopropriate resouraes
throughout the community while being
sensitive to the neecs of victims.

The Office of Victim Services
further provides timely information
m andservices dmed af enhanang and
improving the victim's knowleoge of
New Jersey's correctiond system.

Tradtiondly, the neecs of aime vidims have
goned geder emphcsis in - correctiond
orgonizations throughout the nation through
the post-sentendng phose.  Historiadly, the
foous of viciim servioes wos paced on the

frid ond senfendng phoses.

Federd lows have begun to expond the scope
of wvidims® rights by oddessing vidim
notification,  vidim impod  statements,
protection, ond restitution throughout the

correctiond process.

To this end, the New Jersey Department of
Corredtions spedfiadly estddished the Office
of Victim Services (OVS) in the yea 2000
in order to strengthen the Department’s rae
in respondng to the needs of victims of

aime.

Assist vidlims  with concerns  related  to
offenders ordered to the jurisdction of the
New Jersey Department of Corredctions.

Provide support for dl offected indviduds of
aime (i.e., fomily ond community members),
ond ot cs areferrd ogent to cssist vidims
in ootaining resources.

Gdlldorate with load, state, ond federd
agendes in order to inaecse awareness of
vidiims” issues throughout the community.

Assist vidims relative to the Department’ s
community relecse proaess.

Offer a Victim-Impact Program entitled
"Focus on the Victim" (FOV) to offenders
cssigned to New Jersey' s adult  stare
correctiond institutions.  The FOV Progam
seeks to rdse the offender’s understondng
ond awareness of the longterm impadt of
his/her odtions on vidims of aime ond
sodety s a whoe. Fadlitated by traned
stoff members, the FOV Progom outlines
the impact of aime on vidtims, communities,
cs well os the vidtim’s family memioers.

Volunteer Guest Speaker Network -
One of the most significont cspeds of the
Foaus on the Vidim Progaom is the
persondizing of the aime ond its effedt on
vidims, families, ond the community. To
enforce this messoge, the FOV Progam
provices the opportunity for
vidims/survivors, secondary  vidims, ond
vidim service professionds to speck drecily
to inmates partidpating in the FOV Program
coout the signifioont impact that aime hos
on victims.

For more information concerning
our Vdunteer Guest Specker
Network, plecse contact us o (800)
996-2029 o (609) 943-5390.

NEW JERSEY CRIME VICTIMS'
BILL OF RIGHTS

Qime vidims ore entitled fo the fdlowing

rights:

e To be ftreated with dgnity ond
compcssion by the aimind justice
system.

* Tobeinformed of the aimind justice
[orocess.

* Tolefreefromintimidation.

* To have inoconveniencss ossodoted
with partidpation in the aimind justice
procsss minimized to the fullest extent
possible.

e To be infomed doout oavdldde
remedes, finondd ossistonce ond
sodd servicss.

* To be compensated for their loss
whenever posside.

* To submit a written statement coout
the impact of the caime to a
representative of the county
proseautar’s  office which  shdl e
considered prior to the proseautor’s
find dedsion oonocerning whether
formd aimind charges will e filed.

® To mdke, prior fo sentendng, on in-
person  staofement drectly to the
sentendng courts concerning the impact
of the aime.

"Peace cannot be kept by force. It can
only be achieved by understanding.”
Albert Einstein



Frequently Asked Questions:

Am | entitled to receive restitution
from the offender (s) who committed a
crime against me?

You are enfitled 1o receive restitution if it is
odered by the judge o the fime of
senfendng. When restitution is ordered, the
Depatment of Corredtions will begin their
odledtion proasss while the offender s
under their jurisddion (odult offenders
serving time in a state correctiond fadlity).
OVS staff is avdldde to cssist vicims with
spedfic questions regardng the stafus and
ocollection proaesss of ther restitution.

I have been receiving threats or
unwanted contact from an inmate.
What can | do?

You may adl o write to the fdlowing
contact to express your concerns in order
for the matter to be further investigated:

New Jersey Department of Gorrections
Office of Vidim Servioes
P.O. Box 863
Trenton, New Jersey 08625
(609) 943-5390
o
tdl free in NJ (800) 996-2029

Frequently Asked Questions:

How can | locate information regarding
an inmate's location, status, and
sentencing information who is in the
custody of the New Jersey Department of
Corrections (NJDOC)?

The NJDOC operates a web site that provides

information on the offender’ s status, looation,

relecse dates, ond sentence.

To aooess this web site, enter the fdlowing
adaress:
http: //www.state.nj. us/corredions.

Proceed as follows:

= ik on "Offender Sead" located on the
left-hond side of the sareen.

- Respond to the Disdamer (Yes/No).

- Ente dther the offender’ s nome, SBI
number, ond/or ony other identifying
information cout the offender.

= Next, didk on "Submit" located of the
bottom of the saeen.

- Seled the oporopriate offender from the
search results provided.

If more information is needed, you may contoct
OVS dredly ond a stoff member will be
avdldde fo ossist  you with tedhnicd
cssistonce.

Frequently Asked Questions:

What is VINE and what will it do
for me?

The VINE (Mdim Informafion Notificotion
Everyday) System provides victim naotifiaation
24 hours aday, 7 days aweek.

If you cre interested in this service, you will
need to regster with VINE by adling tdl-free
1-877-VINE-4-NJ  (1-877-846-3465) from a
touch-tone phone ond fdlow the dredions
prompted by this service. You may dso visit
the falowing web site for more information,
http://www.victimwitness.nj.gov/vine

If 1 am notified by the Prosecutor’s
Office that an inmate is eligible for
community release, what can | do?

You aon forward your comments in writing
regadng the rdexse of on inmate intfo a
community sefting to the Cffice of Vidim
Services. The New Jersey Depatment of
Corredtions, Division of Progaons ond
Community Servicss, hos estadished a Vidim
Notificotion dcssifioation  GCommittee  that
meefs to adaress concerns expressed by
vidims regarding the potentid relecse of on
inmafe into a community program.

What other resources can | be provided
with as avictim of a crime?

OVS stoff is avdldde to cssist vidims in
loaoting appropriate resourass and making
referrds throughout the community.  OVS
maintans a dredoy of vidim reated
resourass/servicss  throughout the state,
dong with nationd viciim support agendes.
OVS odldoarates with various stare and loacd
agendes ond  orgonizations  in order  to
estadlish anetwork of serviass for vidtims.

CONTACTS:

New Jersey Department of Corrections
Office of Victim Services
P.O. Box 863
Trenton, New Jersey 08625
(609) 943-5390 or
tdl free in NJ (800) 996-2029
fox (609) 984-4635
www.state.nj.us/corredtions

New Jersey State Parole Board
Victim Services
609-292-4582

State of New Jersey Victims of
Crime Compensation Board (VCCB)
877-658-2221

New Jersey State Office of
Victim-Witness Advocacy
609-896-8855

Office for Victims of Crime
Directory of Crime Victim Services
http: //ovendrs.org/findvidimservioss

New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs
Domestic Violence Hotline
800-572-SAFE (7233)

Mothers Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) Hotline
800-438-MADD (6233)

New Jersey Codlition Against
Sexual Assault Hotline
800-601-7200

New Jersey’s Crime Victim’s
Law Center
973-729-9342

New Jersey Division on Women
609-292-8840



