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On November 7, 1996, Governor Christine Todd Whitman issued a
Reorganization Plan which provided for thetransfer of the construction planreview
staff and functionsof the Departmentsof Education and Health to the Department of
Community Affairs(DCA). Thisreorganizationtook effect 60 daysfrom that date.

The Uniform Congtruction Code (UCC) regulationsprovideaprocedurefor
amunicipa codeenforcement agency to performtheplan review onapublic education
facility. Thisprocedure, which canbefoundat N.JA.C. 5:23-3.11A, requires:

1. A school district to notify and obtain arelease from the Department of
Education (DOE) to secure plan review approval fromamunicipal code
enforcement agency.

2. Themunicipa code enforcement agency providing the construction code
planreview to agreeto performthereview.

3. Themunicipa codeenforcement agency providing theconstruction planreview
to beappropriately classified for the proposed project.

4. Aneducational adequacy review to be obtained from the DOE beforethe
permit applicationissubmitted for planreview.

When amunicipa codeenforcement agency performsthereview, the plans
must bereviewed for compliancewiththe UCC. Thisreview mustincludethe public
school facilitiesenhancementsat N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.11A(c), aswell asthe additional
applicablefacility planning standardsfoundinthe DOE regulationsat N.JA.C. 6:22-
5.4, Educationa Facility Planning Standards, and listed below. [Note: Code
enforcement agenciesareresponsbleonly for thoseitemsincludedinN.JA.C. 5:23-
3.11A(c) or listed below.]
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Thelaw providesthat amunicipality performing plan review of public school
facilities may charge the plan review portion of thelocal permit fee, but not the
remainder. Inspectionsperformed by themunicipality areto befreeof charge, asare
certificates.

Thisbulletin providesguidelinesfor code enforcement agenciesreviewing
plansand/or inspecting apublic school facility. Itisdividedintothreeparts. Part |
(which updates and replaces Bulletin 91-3) clarifiesthe plan review procedurefor
public schools. Part 11 isan enforcement checklist for Educationa Facility Planning
Standards (N.J.A.C. 6:22-5.4) intended to ssmplify local review and inspections.
Part 111 isan enforcement check list for UCC enhancements[N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.11A(c)]
inpublicschool facilities.

Part |: Public Schools- Plan Review Procedures

Planreview for thefollowing types of projectsshall be performed by the
DCA. Priortothereeaseof plansfor thefollowing typesof projects, the DOE shall
ensurethat the plansmeet the standardsfor educational adequacy set forthinN.JA.C.
6:22.

1. New public school buildings, including the creation of anew public school
building through the change of useof anexisting building;

2. Additionsto exigting public school buildings,

3. Alterationschangingthetotal number of ingtructiona spaces, thesizeof any
such space, or type of any such space;

4. |ngdlationof mobileunits; or

5. Any siteor building changeor alteration for the purpose of makingthesite
and school barrier free, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:23-7, and accessibleto the
handi capped, pursuant to Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of
1973.

A school district may exercisethe option of applying for UCC planreview to
any municipal code enforcement agency instead of the DCA, provided thelocal
agency isquaified through DCA'sclassfication system. Regardlessof who performs
theUCC planreview, areview for “educational adequacy” (standardsother thanthe
UCC) must be performed by the DOE prior to the UCC plan review.

A DOE educational adequacy release form for school construction plans
must befurnished by thelocal school district to the plan review agency performinga
planreview. If theagency acceptsthisresponsbility, it should signthereleaseform
andreturnittotheloca school digtrict. Theloca school district will forwardittothe
DOE, whichwill executeits part of theformand returnit to thelocal school district.
Whichever plan review optionischosen, theloca school district must furnishafully
executed copy of the DOE’srel ease form to the code enforcement agency of the
municipality inwhich theschool islocated.
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If plan review has been performed by the DCA or a municipal code
enforcement agency other than the onein themunicipality in whichthe school is
located, then aplan release must be supplied to the municipal code enforcement
agency asevidencethat the school meetsthe UCC. Municipal code enforcement
agenciesinthemunicipdity inwhichtheschool facility islocated areawaysresponsble
for permit issuance, construction inspection, and Certificate of Occupancy issuance.

Itisimportant to notethat, asisprovided by the UCC, only municipal code
enforcement agenciesthat are Class| may perform planreview for Class| or Class
Il schoals; Class | code enforcement agencies may perform plan review only for
Classl| schools.

Part 11: Public Schools- Enforcement Checklist for Educational Facility Planning
Standards

The DOE hasanumber of facility planning standardswhich are not apart of
the UCC. Whereaschool project requiresan educational adequacy review (see
Part | of thisbulletin for alisting of thosetypes of projectswhich require such a
review), the DOE reviewsthe project and ensures compliance.

TheDOE review isbased on schematic plans. Someof thefacility planning
requirementswould not be shown on schematic plans, while others might not show
onplansat al. Theseitemsneed to be checked during thereview of final plansor
duringfiedinspection. Fina planreview andinspection aretheresponsbility of loca
codeofficids. Eventhoughtheseitemsarenot UCC requirements, loca codeofficids
arerequired to ensure compliance.

Thefollowing checklist itemizesthe educationa facility planning standards
local code officialsmust verify during construction code plan review or inspection.
Thedelinestion of responsbility shal bein accordancewith the gppropriate subcodes.
Codecfficidsareauthorizedto citeviolations, if any, under the DOE regulations, as
shownin parentheses. Code officialsmust enforcetheserequirementsjust thesame
asany other UCC requirementsapplicableto schools.

Any deviation from any of thefacility planning standardslisted below that is
not shown on the approved schematic requiresthe approval of the DOE. When
variationsfromthesefacility planning standardsare granted by the DOE, thismust be
evidencedinaletter from the DOE, acopy of which shall be provided to the code
officid.

1. All thefacilitiesindicated on the construction code plan must match thefiled
schematic plansthat received final educational approval by theDOE. This
schematic planisaprior approval. A copy must be furnished to the code
officia by theapplicant at thetime of application for permit or plan review.
[6:22-5.4(b)1]

2. Ingructiond roomswithwindowsshal haveno exterior obstructingwal within
20feet of aclassroom or library window wall. [6:22-5.4(b)2]
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3. Inner courtsshall haveaminimum width of 20feet. [6:22-5.4(b)3]
. Concretefloorsinal instructiona areas, except shops, shal be covered with

aresilient floor covering. [6:22-5.4(b)4]

. Power toolsand machinesin shopswhich generate dust shall be provided

with dust collecting equipment. Such equipment shall be either single- or
multiusevacuum packs, or acentra dust collectionsystem. Installed systems
shall comply with the applicable National Fire Protection Association
Standards and New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
rules codified at N.J.A.C. 7:27-81. [6:22-5.4(b)5]

. Theceiling height of an academic classroom or other instructional space

containing morethan 300 squarefeet inareashal averageninefeet sxinches,
and no part of the ceiling or other obstruction shall belower than eight feetin
height. Instructional spacesof lessthan 300 squarefeet and areasof larger
spaces devoted to clothing alcoves, storage, or work space may have a
cellingeight feetin height. [6:22-5.4(b)6]

. Clear celling height in other areasshall beasfollows:. [6:22-5.4(b)7]

(€Y 017 S T O 22 feet
AUXIIary GYMNBSIUM.....c.ceceeereieiereenerereseseseseesesssssssssessssssssessssssssssssas 14 feet
Music Room (Vocd and/or Instrumental)........cceeevevevereeiesesenennnenens 12 feet
and 8 feet fromthehighest riser totheceiling
MUItIPUIPOSE ROOMN.......cueuieiriceeeses et se e eenas 18feet
(00 1= = 1 - OSSOSO 12 feet
Industrial ArtSClaSSIO0M..........curereiieriiririresereseeee s e 12 feet
Industrial Artsand Vocational Education Shop.........cccceevvveeseecenenene 15feet
Library/MediaCenter.........ccovvvverreeceeeseseseseee s ssesnees 9Ysfeat

. Publicschoal corridorsshdl haveaminimum ceiling height of eight feet. [6:22-

5.4(b)8]

. Thestorage of pesticidesininstructional greenhousesshall beinalocked

metal cabinet and vented to the exterior. Drinking fountainsshall not be
located inside the greenhouses. [6:22-5.4(b)10] (Thecodeofficial must
check that thereisalockabl e-type cabinet provided for thispurpose and that
thereisno drinking fountaininsdethegreenhouse.)

10. Wherever chemicalsare stored for [aboratory use, an eyewash fountain or

similar device capableof providing a15-minute continuouswater flow shall
beprovided. [6:22-5.4(b)11]

11. Theminimum horizontal dimenson of any instructiona spaceshal be 10feet

inevery direction. [6:22-5.4(b)12]

12. Doors from all spaces used by students and school staff excluding

lavatories, janitor’sclosets, ingtructiona spacesunder 300 grosssquarefest,
and locker roomsshall swing into the corridor and shall have asafety vision
panel of 1/4-inch glazing, whichisnot lessthan 100 squareinches. [6:22-
5.4(c)]
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13. Windowlessclassroomsand other occupied instructional spaces (excluding
gymnasiums, auditoriums, and cafeterias), which do not have operable
windows equal to at least four percent of the floor space, shall be air
conditioned. [6:22-5.4(d)]

14. Glazinginfire-rated assemblies shall bein accordance with the Building
Subcode. All other interior glazing shall be safety glazing. [6:22-5.4(€)]

15. Anélectric, solenoid, key-operated, gas shut-off switch and acheck valve
shall beingtdledintheline supplying gasto each classroom, laboratory, shop,
or other area(s) where gasisused by students. [6:22-5.4(¢)]

16.

17.

Sciencerooms, laboratories, shops, and other instructiona spaces(withthe
exception of home economicsrooms) inwhich an open flameand/or theuse
of hazardous chemicalsoccurs shal be equipped with an emergency safety
cold-water shower and afloor drain, or aself-contained water receptacleor
catchbasin. [6:22-5.4(e)]

Electrical requirementsareasfollows: [6:22-5.4(f)]

A.

Push-typeemergency cut-out switchesshall be provided within shopsto
de-energizetheée ectrica supply to nonportable machinery and shall be
surrounded with clear, unobstructed floor space of at |east 36 inches.
These switches shall be provided on the basis of one for each 1,000
squarefeet or fraction thereof of floor areain the shop, butinno case
lessthantwo. Reset of theinterrupted service shall be akey-operated
switch located within the shop. The cut-off and reset circuitsshall be
designed andingtalled to negate the possibility of thecontrol circuit being
de-energized, thereby being inoperative.

All nonportable, motorized equipment and machinery shall be provided
with magneti c-type switchesto prevent machinesfrom automatically
restarting upon restoration of power after aneectrica failureor activation
of the above emergency cut-off.

Instructional spacesshall be provided with not fewer than seven duplex
outletsremotely located.

Largegroup areassuch asassembly rooms, auditoriums, and other large
group instructiond spacesshall be provided with convenienceoutlets, as
indicated on the schematics.

All 125-valt, single-phase, 15- and 20-amp receptacl es, when installed
outdoorswherethereisdirect grade-level access, shal haveground fault
circuit interrupter protection. Thisshall apply to, butisnot limitedto, all
outletsontheexterior of buildings, athleticand playing fields, track aress,
picnic areas, tenniscourts, and other similar aress.

All 125-valt, single-phase, 15- and 20-amp receptacl es, when installed
withinasix-foot radiusof sinks, shall haveground-fault circuit interrupter
protection. Thisshall apply to, but not belimited to, classrooms, home
economics laboratories, art rooms, science laboratories, vocational
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18.

19.

education shops, industria art shops, photography wet aress, lavatories,
shower rooms, and other wet aress.

Ingtdled artificid lightingintensgity shal comply with thefollowing minimum
foot candleswhich shall bemaintained onthetask at any time. (Note: Code
officiasshould verify that thelighting, whichisrequired to be noted onthe
plans, isaslisted below; they are not required to measuretheintensity of the
lightinginstalled.) [6:22-5.4(g)]

Minimum A cceptable

Locetions Foot Candles
Classroom and instructional areas--

study halls, lecturerooms, art rooms,

offices, libraries, conferencerooms,

work rooms, shops, laboratories, and

secondary school cafeterias ---------------=-=--=-omcmmmmeue 50
Drafting, typing, and sewing rooms ---------------===----------- 70
Reception rooms, gymnas ums, auditoriums,

primary school cafeterias, al-purpose

rooms, and swimming pools -----------=--=-=-emmmmmmemeeo- 30
Locker rooms, washrooms, toilet

rooms, corridors containing lockers, and

SLAI TWEY'S =-==-=====mmmmmmm e e e e oo 10
Corridors without lockers and storerooms -----------======----- 5
Classroomsfor the partially sighted ------------------=---=------ 70

Plumbing and ventilation requirementsareasfollows: [6:22-5.4(h)]

A. Thenumber of plumbingfixturesand the ventilation requirementsshal be
based on therelevant provisionsof the UCC.

B. Pupilshoused within aninstructional spacewhichisinexcessof 300
squarefeet shal not berequiredto travel through any other space except
acorridor toreachagenerd pupil toilet room. Generd pupil toilet rooms
arethosewhich are designed and label ed for pupil use, contain at least
two of each required fixture, and aredirectly accessiblefromacorridor
or an open planinstructiona space.

C. Thereshdl beat |east onegeneral toilet room for each sex on each floor
occupied by pupils, or al instructiona roomsshall haveindividud toilet
rooms. Where classrooms, shops, or physical education rooms are
provided with self-contained individua facilities(water closets, lavatories,
and drinking fountains), the pupil capacity of these roomsshall not be
counted in computing the number of fixturesrequired inthe genera pupil
toilet rooms.

D. Anindividual toilet room shall be providedin each classroomidentified
ontheplansor schematicsas early intervention, pre-kindergarten, and
kindergarten classrooms and shall meet the following criteria:

(1) Theindividual toilet room shall belocated and equippedinsucha
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way asto ensureprivacy for the pupils.

(2) Roomsidentified as pre-kindergarten and kindergarten classrooms
shall contain ajunior/juvenile-sizewater closet suitablefor children’s
use, equipped with an open front seat, and alavatory (sink) witha
flood rim height no greater than 26 inchesfrom thefloor. Standard
round-bowl juvenilewater closetswith front opening are permitted.

(3) Roomsidentified asearly intervention on the schematic plan shall
provide adiaper/clothes-changing area.

(4) Inlieuof providinganindividud toiletin each classroom, toiletsmay
be provided adjacent to or outside the classroom, provided they are
readily accessible, and thetoilet room and signagearevisibletoa
child from the classroom door.

. Theentrancetotoilet roomsand locker roomsshal be screened to prevent
vighility intotheroom.

. Water closetsshall be separated by individual stall partitions, including
doors, which shdl beof asmooth, imperviousmateria to permit effective
ceaning.

Floors of all toilet rooms, shower rooms, and drying rooms shall be
watertight and imperviousto moisture. Floorsshall be provided with an
integral covebaseat least four incheshigh.

(1) FHooringmaterias, except for usein showers, of ceramictile, quarry
tile, sheet vinyl, and plastic coatings designed for this purpose shall
be deemed to meet this requirement. Resilient tiles or exposed
concreteare not acceptablein toilet rooms.

. Where showers are provided and where locker room benches are
provided, benches shall be 30 inches apart. One shower head shal
be provided for each 10 students (based on the capacity/occupancy
of the gym/locker room, as shown on the approved schematic), witha
shower head height of six feet. Twelve squarefeet of bathing areaper
shower head shall be provided.

Rooms identified on the schematic plan as pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten classrooms shal | be equipped with adrinking water facility.

Roomsidentified on the schematic plan asartsand crafts classrooms
shall be equipped with awater source, sink, and appropriate sink trap.

20. Industriaized/modular educationa units, vans, trailers, and/or other mobile
unitsshall comply withthefollowing: [6:22-5.4(1)]

A. Haveacertificatelabel and dataplate affixed by the manufacturer, in

accordancewithN.JA.C. 5:23-4A. Thesemust indicatethat the units
meet the educational construction standardsfor BOCA Use Group E.

B. Haveacelling height asfollows:

(1) Vansand other mobileunits-- sevenfedt,
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(2) Trailers-- sevenfeet sSix inches, minimum.
C. Haveprovisonsfor thestorageof students' clothing.

D. Havefloor covering of either carpet, which meetstherequirementsof the
UCC, or asbestos-freevinyl tile.

Part111: Public Schools- Enforcement Checklist for UCC Enhancements

The DCA, or the municipal code enforcing agency performing
construction code plan approval and/or inspection, shall be responsible for
enforcing thefollowing UCC enhancementsin public school facilities|[N.JA.C. 5:23-
3.11A(Q)]:

1. Anautomaticfiredarmsystemshal beingtalledinal new buildingsof Use
Group E (educational), asdesignated in the BOCA Nationa Building Code/
96 Section 918.4.1 and in accordance with the applicable National Fire
Protection Association standards. Thesystemshall utilize:

I.  Combination fixed-temperature and rate-of-rise devicesin classrooms
and other spacesnot coveredinii below;

ii. Devicestodetect abnormal visible smoke densitiesor gaseous products
of combustionin corridorsand exit Sairs;

iii. Anautomaticfiresuppression systemand, in areaswheresuppression
isdeleted, automatic detection devices; or

iv. A combination of the abovethreetypesof detection devices, except that
afixed-temperature detector shall be permitted in approved locations,
such asinaboiler room or incinerator.

2. Manual firealarm boxes, in addition to BOCA/96 Section 918.5
requirements, shall be provided in the natural path of escapefromfire near
each exterior door from the corridor, kitchen, heater room, and other exits
that arerequired to serve 50 or more persons. Additional fireaarm boxes
shall belocated in the main office, stage, at each stairway entrancefroma
corridor or place of assembly, and near one exterior exit in each section
of aplace of assembly. It shall not be necessary to traverse more
than 200 feet of unobstructed horizontal distance onthesamefloor in
order to reach afireaarm box.

3. Eachingructiond space and room of assembly whichisilluminated withthe
useof high-intensity discharge (HID) sources, such as mercury vapor,
hi gh-pressure sodium, and metal halidelamps, shall a so beprovidedwitha
second sourceof illuminationto provideilluminationingtantly upon activation
of thecircuit. All HID lampsshdl beof thefail-safetype, whichwill perma:
nently extinguishwithin 15 minutesafter theouter glassof thebulbisbroken.
All lampsshall be provided with aglassor plastic lensto protect the bulb.

4. All schoal buildingsshdl beequipped withamechanicd ar supply and exhaust
ventilation syslemwhichwill provide, during periodsof occupancy, sandard
tempered outdoor-air supply and mechanical exhaust at the minimum rates
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set forth in the M echanical Subcode, asamended.

If thereareany questionsor concerns, pleasecal the Uniform Construction
CodeAssistance Unit at (609) 984-7609 for clarification.
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