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In 1998, anumber of programsthat were once administered by the New
Jersey Department of Labor weretransferred to the Department of Community Affairs
(DCA). Among themwasajprogram for theinspection of Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) ingtalations. The Bureau of Code Serviceswithinthe DCA isresponsiblefor
the plan review and install ation inspections of certain LPG installations, whilethe
local enforcing agency isresponsiblefor others. Therefore, thereissomeinterface
between thetwo.

Through propaneretailersserving on the Liquefied Petroleum Gas Education
and Safety Board, the DCA has |earned that there is some confusion regarding
jurisdictionfor newly ingtaled L PG systemsand the gpplication of Sandardsgoverning
theinstallation of LPG systems. Thelocal enforcing agencies usethe International
Fuel Gas Code (IFGC), which references National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) 58 for storage systems and containsits own piping system requirements.
TheBureau of Code Services usesthe NFPA 54 and 58 standardsto govern propane
installations. Thisbulletinisissuedto clarify thejurisdiction of thelocal enforcing
agency and the application of thesereferenced standardsto new L PG systems.

Q. Whoisrespons blefor ingpecting theinsta lation of propane systems?

A. Theplanreview/ingtallation of apropane system isperformed by either the
local enforcing agency or the Bureau of Code Services depending onthesize of the
tank, theduration of theinstallation, and thefunction of thetank (type of withdraw).
Thefollowing chart showswhoisresponsible. For temporary installationswith one
or moretanksof 250 gallonsor morewater capacity, the rulesrequirethe applicant
tosubmit a“Noticeof LP-GasIngtdlation” tothe DCA. Thecolumntothefar right
indicateswhen aNoticeof LP-GasIngtalationisrequired to be submitted.

Q. For installations under the Uniform Construction Code (UCC) (performed
by thelocal enforcing agency), which technical sectionsof the permit application
doesthe applicant need to submit?
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A. For install ationsunder the UCC (performed by thelocal enforcing agency),
only aPlumbing Technical Sectionisrequired.

Q. For ingtallations under the Bureau of Code Services, what documentation do
| need before granting a Certificate of Occupancy for the building?

A. For ingtalationsthat are plan reviewed and inspected by the Bureau of Code
Services, therearetwo approvalsissued. When the plansfor theinstallation are
approved by the Bureau of Code Services, a“Noticeof Pre-Installation Approva”
issent tothelocal enforcing agency. When theinstallation has been inspected and
approved, acopy of the Permit to Operate and Fill issued by the Bureau of Code
Servicesshould be obtained.

Notice of
Aggregate Tank Plan Piping Plan Propane
Type of | Installation Size of Review/ Review/ Installation
Withdraw Duration System? Inspection by | Inspection by Required
Liquid
(generally
for filling
Bureau of Bureau of
ba_rbeque NIA Any Code Services | Code Services No
cylinders
or delivery
trucks)
1-250 . Local
Local Enforcing .
Temporary® | gallons water Enforcing No
. Agency
capacity Agency
251 - 2000 . Local
Local Enforcing .
Temporary® | gallons water Enforcing Yes
. Agency
capacity Agency
2001 gallons
Vapor Temporary? and above Bureau of Bureau of Yes
(generally P water Code Services | Code Services
for heating capacity
or
water Local Enforcing .
Permanent . Enforcing Yes
capacity and | Agency Agenc
under gency
Bureau of
Over 2000 Bureau of Code
Permanent | gallons water ) Services/Local | No
. Code Services )
capacity Enforcing
Agency*
Vapor piping outside is under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Code Services. Vapor piping within the
building is under the jurisdiction of the local enforcing agency.
2System includes all tanks that are connected to a common piping system.
STemporary is six months or less. No permit is required for propane installations that are portable
based on tank size and piping arrrangement.
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Q. Wherethereisjoint responsbility for piping, who ingpectswhich portion of
thepiping system?

A. Wherethereisjoint responsibility for piping, the Bureau of Code Services
inspectsthe pipe outside to the second stage pressure regul ator, whichisnormally
installed near the point wherethe pipe entersthe building. The plumbinginspector
ingpectsthe pipefrom the second stage pressure regul ator to the various appliances
installed. In somerare cases, there may be only oneregulator. Inthose cases, the
jurisdiction of theloca enforcing agency beginsingdethebuilding. ThoughtheBureau
of Code ServicesusesNFPA 58 for inspectionsand the UCC referencesthe IFGC,
thesizing of theline should bethe same sincethe sizing chartsfoundinthe NFPA and
IFGC areidentical. It should also benoted that the sizing tables used for natural gas
arenot gppropriatefor usewith propane because of thedifferencesin ddivery pressure

and specificgravity.

Q. What differences arethere between NFPA 58 and the IFGC?

A. ThelFGC allowsaburial depth of 12 inchesfor propanelines, whilethe
NFPA requires 18 inches. Thisisnot aconflict, sincethe Bureau of Code Services
andtheloca enforcing agency never havejoint responsbility for underground lines.
However, installers should remember that thoselineslisted asunder thejurisdiction
of the Bureau of Code Services(inthetableon the opposite page) needto beingtaled
18inchesbelow grade.

Q. Isit acceptable to support above-ground propane tanks by means of the
groundonly?

A. No. According to NFPA 58, tanks must be supported with masonry or
other noncombustiblestructural supports.

Q. What isrequired for temporary install ations?

A. Thefollowing are someitemsthat must beinspected by thelocal municipal
inspectorsfor atemporary LPG instal lation:

1. Thelocationand protection of thetank(s) outsdethebuilding (thisincludes
protection from motor vehicle/congtruction equi pment impact);

2. Theproper |abeled tank(s) for theintended use;

3. Theproper supportsunder thetank(s);

4. Theproper shut-off valvesand piping materias,

5. The proper protection of the piping from the tank(s) to the piece of
equipment or gpplianceinthebuilding;

6. Theproper gaspressureregulators,

7. Thelabeled equipment or appliancefor theintended use.

Theingtdlation of thetanks must meet the requirements of thelatest adopted edition
of NFPA 58. The pipinginstallation must meet the requirementsof thelatest adopted
edition of the IFGC.
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BULLETIN NO. Itisvery important that al thetemporary L PG vapor delivery installations,
with an aggregate water capacity of 2000 gallonsor less, beinspected by thelocal

municipal inspectorsfor code compliance, and for the safety and protection of al
projects. Thesizeof aningtalationisbased onthesizeof al tanksthat are connected

04_ 1 to acommon piping system.

If you haveany questions, please contact the Bureau of Code Services, LPG

Safety Unit at (609) 633-6835.
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