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The Department of Community Affairshasrecently been made aware of a
problem concerning the use of lightweight, 16-gauge steel outer casing, concrete-
filled columnsinresdentid congructioninlieu of specified concrete-filled pipecolumns

Building Subcode Section 1915 requires concrete-filled pipe columnsto be
manufactured from standard, extra-strong, or double extra-strong steel pipe. A 16-
gauge (0.062-inch or 1.57-mm thickness) stedl outer casing, for example, doesnot
meet the minimum wall thickness (0.216 inches or 5.49 mm) for astandard pipe
column and may not be used unlessit can be determined by test resultsthat the 16-
gauge, concrete-filled pipe columniscapable of safely supporting theloads.

Sincethestructural designistheresponshility of thelicensed professiond,
the code official shall ensurethat the building conformsto approved plans. Inany
instancewhereasted outer casing, concrete-filled pipe columnisused other thanthe
code-specified concrete-filled pipe column, the construction officia needstorequire
test information, or acertification from an architect or engineer, to determinethat safe
loading requirementsare met.
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