	Budget Year: 
	Applicant:
	County:



Community Development Block Grant – Superstorm Sandy 
Essential Services Grant Application
Division of Local Government Services
Department of Community Affairs
General Instructions:  Please refer to Local Finance Notice 2013-15 for additional background and information about this program and the application process.  For funding consideration, this application must be signed, certified and submitted in its entirety by no later than one week after the deadline for notifying the Division of intent to apply.  Information contained in the application is subject to independent verification by DLGS.  Note:  this program is only available to local governments that filed a notice of intent to apply for Community Disaster Loans pursuant to Local Finance Notice 2013-8, 2013-10 and 2013-12. Funding will only be made available for CY 2013 and SFY 2014 budgets and additional funding applications may be available for future years provided there is funding availability.   
(As noted in Local Finance Notice 2013-15, certain municipalities may apply for funds on behalf of school districts’ essential services provided that the school purpose tax rate would not be sustainable.  School districts will not be permitted to apply separately, so municipalities facing unsustainable school purpose tax rates must complete Section X of this application.  All municipal Community Disaster Loan applicants must discuss the Essential Services Grant Program with their school district(s).)     
	Name of Local Government:
	
	County:
	

	Contact Person:
	
	Title:
	

	Phone:
	
	Fax:
	
	E-mail:
	


I.        Material that Must be Submitted with this Application:
· Copy of introduced budget and all budget documentation shared with the governing body.

· Annual Financial Statement.
· Excel sheet of all officers and employees with annual salaries.

· Organization chart.

· All financial information and material shared with, or received from, FEMA or its agents with respect to the Community Disaster Loan Program.  

II.

Aid Request
Requested aid can be no more than the amount needed for inclusion in a CY 2013 / SFY 2014 budget after all other forms of aid have been utilized to ensure that essential services can be provided with a sustainable tax rate. 


How much funding is being sought?  $_________________________________.  
III.
Explanation of Need for Essential Service Grant
Essential Service Grants are only available to provide funding to pay for essential services (e.g. public safety services, housing services, and public works services including garbage collection) that would not have been provided due to budget constraints attributable to Superstorm Sandy.  Essential Service Grants cannot be utilized to pay debt service, capital costs, administrative expenses or costs that were paid in part by other federal relief programs (for example, overtime, debris removal, or overtime costs reimbursed in full or in part by the FEMA Public Assistance Program.)
In summary form, explain why a gap remains between essential service needs and revenues (not including the requested Essential Service Grant) available to the local government in support of its budget.  Explain what essential services would not be funded in 2013 without the Essential Service Grant being sought.  If layoffs, furloughs, or reductions in hours of essential public safety personnel or other essential service personnel would be necessitated due to budget constraints, please specify them and the impacts on Sandy recovery of the services not being provided.        

IV.
Historical Fiscal Statistics

	
	Item
	2011
	2012 


	Introduced 

Application Year

	1.  Property Tax/Budget Information

	
	Municipal tax rate
	$
	$
	$

	
	Municipal Purposes tax levy
	$
	$
	$

	
	Municipal Open Space tax levy
	$
	$
	$

	
	Total general appropriations
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	
	

	2.  Cash Status Information
	
	
	

	
	% Of current taxes collected
	%
	%
	%

	
	% Used in computation of reserve
	%
	%
	%

	
	Reserve for uncollected taxes
	$
	$
	$

	
	Total year end cash surplus
	$
	$
	

	
	Total non-cash surplus
	$
	$
	

	
	Year end deferred charges
	$
	$
	

	
	
	
	
	

	3.  Assessment Data
	
	
	

	
	Assessed value (as of 7/1)
	$
	$
	$

	
	Average Residential Assessment
	$
	$
	$

	
	
	
	
	

	4.  Full time Staffing Levels
	
	
	

	
	Uniformed Police - Staff Number
	
	
	

	
	         Total S&W Expenditures
	$
	$
	$

	
	Uniformed Fire - Staff Number
	
	
	

	
	            Total S&W Expenditures
	$
	$
	$

	
	All Other Employees - Staff Number
	
	
	

	
	               Total S&W Expenditures
	$
	$
	$


V.
Application Year Budget Information

Essential Service Grants are only being made available as a last resort, and only where other available funding opportunities are being sought and only where fiscal restraint has been demonstrated. 

A. Other Available Funding Opportunities
	
	Yes
	No

	1.    The municipality has sought FEMA Public Assistance funds.
	
	

	2.    All available insurance claims are being pursued.
	
	

	3.    The tax rate will be established (even with a grant) at no less than existed in the prior year (unless a revaluation or reassessment makes such a comparison meaningless.)
	
	


 Expand this section and explain if there were “no” answers above or if there are other aggressive and appropriate revenue strategies being employed: for example, solicitations of charitable or nonprofit assistance; newly established or increased fees for discretionary services; new concessions; etc.  

B. Cost Restraint
	
	Yes
	No

	Are pay increases being budgeted only where contractually required?
	
	

	Did the municipality receive maximum funding in 2012 after completing the Best Practices Inventory?
	
	

	Have debt refundings been sought where lower interest rates are available?
	
	

	Have any nonessential services been scaled back?
	
	

	Does the municipality have shared services?
	
	


Expand this section to explain any “no” answers above, or to further describe any other aggressive and appropriate cost restraints being employed: for example: creative procurement to obtain cost savings; realignment of staff to achieve efficiencies, etc. 
Section VI. – Impact of Limited or No Aid Award

Describe the impact if aid is not granted for the current fiscal year.  If services will be reduced, describe the service and impact on residents.  (Expand as needed.)
Section VII. – Explanation of Community Disaster Loan Application and other Federal Assistance

Explain the local government’s efforts to secure a Community Disaster Loan and why this program did not provide enough funding to ensure that your budget can provide for essential services (i.e. ineligibility or artificial cap on loan).  If an official application for a Community Disaster Loan with a loan recommendation provided by FEMA’s consultants has not been fully executed, be sure to provide all information that would have been required as part of that application process including a discussion of, and estimates of, revenue losses and unreimbursable storm-related expenses.   
Provide the name of, and contact information for, the FEMA consultant with whom you met to discuss Community Disaster Loan eligibility: ____________________________________

VIII.
Emergency Management Plans and Rebuilding for Resiliency

1. Describe your commitment to update the local unit’s emergency management plan.  Please provide a copy of the following:  a narrative or minutes describing all after-action meetings that have been held after October 29, 2012; copies of any reports that followed from such meetings; copies of all “record of change” forms filed after October 29, 2012 with the county emergency management office; an explanation of when the current emergency management plan was adopted and when the current plan must be reviewed and re-adopted; and a summary containing the applicant’s interim assessment of any “lessons learned” as a result of Superstorm Sandy.  If such documentation is not available for submission with this application, it may be presented to the Division subsequent to filing the application but no later than August 1st.
2. Describe the actions being taken to facilitate appropriate and timely reconstruction of public and private property, including efforts to enhance resiliency and preparedness for the impact of future storms.  Include in this section answer to the following: 
a. Description of efforts to modernize zoning and capital plans to ensure appropriate construction that anticipates future flooding;

b. Initiatives to modernize redevelopment plans or master plans to ensure appropriate development; 

c. Efforts to secure easements, permits, and funding necessary to advance shore protection or flood control measures;
d. Efforts to work with willing sellers to buy out flood prone properties
IX. Agreement to Housing and Urban Development Conditions.
If aid is granted, the municipality will be required to limit grant usage and submit to certain reporting and auditing conditions.  Please mark each box below indicating that the applicant understands, and agrees to comply with certain basic reporting and oversight provisions.   
	
	Yes
	No

	1. Funds must be segregated and used only to support essential services that could not otherwise have been provided. 
	
	

	2. Reporting and auditing requirements will be required to verify appropriate fund usage.            
	
	

	3. Enter into a Memorandum of Understanding and comply with all its provisions, without exception.
	
	


X. Municipalities Applying on behalf of School Districts
A municipal applicant that is otherwise required to raise a levy for school purposes that would require an unsustainable school purposes tax rate increase of more than 2% (or an equivalent in the case of municipalities implementing revaluations or reassessments in 2013) shall apply for such additional Essential Service Grant funding in lieu of amounts otherwise to be raised by levy such that their local and/or regional school tax rate does not increase by more than 2%.  Funds will only be available to the extent county purpose tax rate decreases do not substantially offset corresponding school rate increases absent an award.  Such applications shall only be approved with the consent of the local or regional school board and their agreement to utilize such funds to pay essential school services otherwise provided for in their Fiscal Year 2014 budgets.  The school district shall, consistent with federal regulations, be required to separately account for any award of Essential Services Grants  funds and comply with requisition requirements for the receipt of fundings.

Local School District
1. Rate for school purposes in: 2012 __________;  2013_________.

2. Rate for county purposes in: 2012 __________;  2013_________.  

3.
Amount of funds needed in lieu of school purposes tax levy to limit the school purposes tax rate to a sustainable 2% increase (or equivalent in a municipality where a revaluation or reassessment is being implemented in 2013.)

A. Other Available Funding Opportunities – Local School District
	
	Yes
	No

	1.    The school district has sought FEMA Public Assistance funds.
	
	

	2.    All available insurance claims are being pursued.
	
	

	3.    The tax rate will be established (even with a grant) at no less than existed in the prior year (unless a revaluation or reassessment makes such a comparison meaningless.)
	
	


Expand this section and explain if there were “no” answers above or if there are other aggressive and appropriate revenue strategies being employed: for example, solicitations of charitable or nonprofit assistance; newly established or increased fees for discretionary services; new concessions; etc.  

B. Cost Restraint – Local School District
	
	Yes
	No

	Are pay increases being budgeted only where contractually required?
	
	

	Have debt refundings been sought where lower interest rates are available?
	
	

	Have any nonessential services been scaled back?
	
	

	Does the district have shared services?
	
	


Expand this section to explain any “no” answers above, or to further describe any other aggressive and appropriate cost restraints being employed: for example: creative procurement to obtain cost savings; realignment of staff to achieve efficiencies, etc. 

Regional School District
1.
Rate for school purposes in: 2012 __________;   2013_________.

2.
Rate for county purposes in: 2012 __________;   2013_________.  

3.
Amount of funds needed in lieu of school purposes tax levy to limit the school purposes tax rate to a sustainable 2% increase (or equivalent in a municipality where a revaluation or reassessment is being implemented in 2013.)
C. Other Available Funding Opportunities – Regional School District
	
	Yes
	No

	1.    The school district has sought FEMA Public Assistance funds.
	
	

	2.    All available insurance claims are being pursued.
	
	

	3.    The tax rate will be established (even with a grant) at no less than existed in the prior year (unless a revaluation or reassessment makes such a comparison meaningless.)
	
	


Expand this section and explain if there were “no” answers above or if there are other aggressive and appropriate revenue strategies being employed: for example, solicitations of charitable or nonprofit assistance; newly established or increased fees for discretionary services; new concessions; etc.  

D. Cost Restraint – Regional School District
	
	Yes
	No

	Are pay increases being budgeted only where contractually required?
	
	

	Have debt refundings been sought where lower interest rates are available?
	
	

	Have any nonessential services been scaled back?
	
	

	Does the district have shared services?
	
	


Expand this section to explain any “no” answers above, or to further describe any other aggressive and appropriate cost restraints being employed: for example: creative procurement to obtain cost savings; realignment of staff to achieve efficiencies, etc. 

Prior to June 15, 2013, the Division must receive a school board resolution in support of this application indicating they will: (1) utilize such funds to pay essential school services otherwise provided for in their Fiscal Year 2014 budgets; and (2) consistent with federal regulations, separately account for such funds and comply with requisition requirements for the receipt of funds.
XI. CERTIFICATION OF APPLICATION 
The undersigned herewith certify that they have reviewed this application and find its contents to be true and that it accurately portrays the circumstances regarding the local government's fiscal practices and need for financial assistance.  

Mayor (or head of governing body): _______________________________ Date: _________

Chief Financial Officer: _________________________________________ Date: _________
Chief Administrative Officer: ____________________________________ Date: __________
1

