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XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
Receipt of Request for an Office of Administrative Law (OAL) Hearing
DATE
NAME
STREET or PO BOX
TOWN or CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE
RE: XXXX -XX-XXXX
Dear XXXXX:

The Division of Child Protection and Permanency’ XXXXX Regional Office/Central Office unit has received your request, dated XXXXX, for an Office of Administrative Law (OAL) hearing to appeal a finding of substantiated child abuse/neglect or a status issue.  You are appealing a finding/decision made by the XXXXX District Office/Institutional Abuse Investigation Unit (IAIU) or Bureau of Licensing subsequent to a protective service investigation or any other status issue eligible for an OAL hearing.

The OAL hearing is a courtroom like proceeding before an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  The OAL is an objective, independent agency that conducts hearings for all state departments. Only cases with a factual dispute or a status issue are transmitted to the OAL.  The OAL conducts hearings and makes factual findings.  It is similar to a court since you can present witnesses and cross-examine witnesses.  At the end of the hearing, the ALJ makes a recommended decision to the Division Director, who then makes the final agency decision.

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.10a, b(12), the Division may and, upon written request, shall release child abuse records and reports, or parts thereof, to any person appealing a Division service or status action or a substantiated finding of child abuse or neglect and his attorney or authorized lay representative upon a determination by the division or the presiding Administrative Law Judge that such disclosure is necessary for a determination of the issue on appeal.  Therefore, attached is information for you to review from the Division’s case file related to the investigation/action you are disputing.

After reviewing the attached documentation, it is important for you to advise me of the specific points that you disagree with or dispute using the enclosed Request for an OAL Hearing Form.  If you fail to 

provide a sufficient factual dispute, then a motion for summary disposition will be prepared.  You will receive a copy of and you may respond to the motion.  The Division Director makes a final agency decision that could deny your request for an OAL hearing. 

Once you advise me what you are disputing, your request and your case file are sent to the Administrative Hearings Unit (AHU) in the CP&P Central Office in Trenton. The AHU reviews your request and either sends it to the OAL or requests the Attorney General’s office to prepare a motion for summary disposition.  Once the AHU transmits your case to the OAL, you will receive notice of hearing from the OAL and discovery requests from the Deputy Attorney General's office.  The Deputy Attorney General's office provides legal representation to the Division.  You may choose to seek an attorney at your own expense.

Please return the completed Request for an OAL Hearing Form to me at the above address within 30 days.  If you prefer, you may call me at the above telephone number and I will complete the form with you over the telephone.  If you have any other questions, please call me or write to me at the above address.

Sincerely,

XXXXX
Administrative Review Officer

