
PROCEDURES FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF BABY DOE 
CASES IN NEW JERSEY    7-6-1998 

                                                          

1. Any persons reporting an incident involving the withholding of 
medical treatment to a disabled newborn is advised to call the 
Department of Children and Families' State Central Registry 
hotline (1-877 NJ ABUSE, 1-877 652 2873).  The call should 
be made by any person in the hospital (i.e., medical center) 
having knowledge of such a situation.  During working hours, 
SCR will assign the report to an Investigator from the 
Institutional Abuse Investigation Unit.  After hours reports will 
be screened by SCR and assigned to Child Protection and 
Permanency' Special Response Unit (SPRU) in the county 
where the facility is located.  Each response is coordinated in 
conjunction with a Pediatric Consultant(s). 

2. Upon receipt of the assignment, the Pediatric Consultant will 
contact the person named by the facility as its "Baby Doe 
Contact," as specified by the Federal regulations governing this 
Act.  (See #10, below.)  The Pediatric Consultant will review 
the child's condition and make an appointment to initiate an on-
site investigation, if indicated. 

3. If indicated, the investigative team will speak to the child's 
physician as well as to the Chairperson of the Infant Care 
Review Committee (ICRC), or another designated person 
having knowledge of the infant's situation.  The team will also 
speak with the child's parents. 

4. The IAIU Investigator shall request the relevant medical 
records and proceedings of the ICRC, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 9:6-
8.40. 

5. The Investigator shall attempt to obtain information regarding 
the sequence of events which led up to the report to the State 
Central Registry child abuse/neglect hotline.  The IAIU 
Investigator and/or the Pediatric Consultant shall interview the 
reporter, involved hospital/medical care staff, the facility 
contact person, and all other parties, as appropriate. 



6. The Pediatric Consultant shall review the medical  records, 
request to examine the child, if appropriate, and make a 
determination of whether the decision to withhold treatment is 
reasonable, based on the available information.  The Pediatric 
Consultant may be assisted in these efforts by other 
pediatricians from the N.J. Chapter of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, as necessary. 

7. The IAIU Investigator shall gather the necessary information 
required to assist in completing the report. 

8. Should IAIU determine that it need NOT be further involved, 
the investigation will be terminated.  A report will be prepared 
and sent to the Hospital Administrator and a limited number of 
other appropriate parties (e.g., the N.J. Department of Health; 
the Chairman of the Board of Directors; others, as necessary). 

9. Should IAIU determine that intervention IS required to protect 
the interests of the child, the Investigator shall confer with the 
appropriate Deputy Attorney General to discuss preparation for 
court intervention. 

10. All reports must be submitted within 60 calendar days and will 
be distributed promptly to appropriate persons.  (IAIU 
maintains a list of required contacts.) 

11. IAIU contacts each health care facility operating within New 
Jersey to obtain the name, official title, and telephone number 
of the individual(s) designated by such facility for the purpose 
of the coordination, consultation, and notification activities 
regarding such cases of suspected medical neglect. At a 
minimum, IAIU will annually recontact each health care 
facility to obtain any changes in the designations. 


