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State of New Jersey

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Child Protection and Permanency
CP&P KINSHIP LEGAL GUARDIANSHIP (KLG) SUBSIDY AGREEMENT
The State of New Jersey, Child Protection and Permanency (CP&P) approves:

	[ENTER NAME]
	
	[ENTER NAME]

	Name of KLG Caregiver 1
	
	Name of KLG Caregiver 2


to participate in the CP&P Kinship Legal Guardianship Subsidy Program on behalf of:

	[ENTER NAME]
	
	[ENTER NUMBER]

	Child’s Name
	
	Case ID Number



in accordance with the responsibilities set forth in this mutually agreed upon and legally binding agreement.  

The child is Title IV-E eligible:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No
The CP&P KLG Subsidy Program recognizes specific rights of the kinship legal guardian to:


· Consent to the child’s medical care and treatment;

· Consent to the child’s educational plans, such as college;

· Consent to the child’s enlistment in the armed services; and

· Consent to the child’s marriage.

Kinship legal guardianship does not give the kinship legal guardian the right to change the child’s name or to consent to the child’s adoption.

CP&P, in order to assist a KLG caregiver in caring for this child, agrees to:

1. Provide sufficient and appropriate information regarding the child and the child’s family to enable the KLG caregiver to meet the child’s needs and be aware of potential (foreseeable) problems.
2. Provide a KLG subsidy, at the rate determined by the mutually agreed upon rate assessment, in the amount of [AMOUNT] each month, with a total annual payment of [AMOUNT], until the child is 18 years of age or is no longer continuously enrolled in high school or other secondary school (not college), whichever event occurs later, as long as the KLG caregiver meets the terms of this agreement.  The KLG subsidy rate cannot exceed the foster care rate paid for this child. 
3. Provide an ongoing clothing allowance for a basic wardrobe.

4. Pay for the child’s medical and surgical needs through the New Jersey Medicaid program, in accordance with New Jersey Medicaid rules and guidelines, as long as the child is receiving subsidy.   Children receiving KLG payments are categorically eligible for Medicaid in New Jersey.  (Note:  All family medical coverage is to be utilized before accessing Medicaid.)
5. If the KLG caregiver and child move out of the State of New Jersey, CP&P will continue to pay the KLG subsidy.  The KLG caregiver will need to apply to the other State’s Medical Assistance Program for Medicaid. As Medicaid is based on income, the child may or may not be eligible for Medicaid in the other State.  The child will continue to be eligible for New Jersey Medicaid.
6.  Provide additional services, assistance, or service referral, upon the KLG provider’s request, contingent on the availability of State funds and services, such as:
•
KIN-KONNECT Information and Referral Clearinghouse 

•
Counseling referrals 

•
Flexible Funds
CP&P provides post-KLG services through contract with private agencies.  I   FORMCHECKBOX 
  am   FORMCHECKBOX 
  am not (please check one) willing to have my name and address released to the post-KLG service agency in order to receive information regarding available services.
7. Pay, up to $2,000, for preapproved non-recurring expenses associated with obtaining kinship legal guardianship for the child.

8. If the child is placed in a residential treatment program, CP&P reduces the subsidy to $250 per month and pays this amount to the KLG caregiver as a support service, for up to 12 months, if the plan is for the child to return to the KLG caregiver’s home.
If the child is 6 years of age or older, the KLG caregiver must provide assurances to CP&P that the child is attending school.  I certify that my child is currently:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  A full-time elementary or secondary school student; or

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Incapable of attending school on a full-time basis due to a documented medical condition;
     documentation is attached.

The KLG caregiver, in order to meet the needs of this child, agrees to:

1. Protect the child from exploitation, abuse and neglect;

2. Comply with the conditions of the court order regarding safety for the child;

3. Use all subsidy money received from CP&P under this program for the ongoing care of the child;

4. Meet the child’s medical, dental, and eye care needs;

5. Provide for the child’s basic education and participate in activities for the child;

6. Ensure the child is adequately clothed and fed;

7. Use fair, reasonable, and consistent discipline to enhance/modify the child’s behavior and agrees with the Division’s philosophy, which strongly discourages the use of corporal punishment;

8. Comply with the current court order regarding visitation between the child and his/her family of origin;

9. Comply with the Kinship Legal Guardianship Subsidy Annual Compliance Review in order to continue to be eligible for the subsidy by completing and submitting any forms as may be required;

10. Notify CP&P immediately if moving out of the State of New Jersey;

11. Notify CP&P of a change in address to ensure correct mailing of the subsidy payment;

12. Notify CP&P immediately if the child is 18 years of age or is no longer continuously enrolled in high school or other secondary school (not college), whichever occurs later;

13. Notify CP&P immediately if the child’s parent requests to live or lives in the KLG caregiver’s home;

14. Notify CP&P if the child dies; and
15. Notify CP&P if the child moves out of the home.
The KLG caregiver understands that the following conditions terminate the child’s participation in the CP&P Kinship Legal Guardianship Subsidy Program:

1. The child is 18 years of age or is no longer continuously enrolled in high school, whichever event occurs later.  Under no circumstances shall subsidy continue beyond age 21;
2. The KLG caregiver signs an adoption agreement or adopts the child;
3. The KLG caregiver approved for this program no longer provides care and support for the child and the child no longer lives with the KLG caregiver;

4. Each KLG caregiver approved for the program is deceased;

5. The court has vacated the kinship legal guardianship order; or

6. The KLG caregiver receives TANF benefits for the child.

The KLG caregiver understands that the following conditions will suspend the child’s participation in the CP&P Kinship Legal Guardianship Subsidy Program:

· The KLG caregiver has not returned the annual compliance review form and/or fails to provide documentation that the child continues to reside with, and is supported by, the KLG caregiver.  School verification, either a recent report card or official letter from the child’s school, is required.  For children under school age, a letter from the child’s day care program, school program, or doctor or clinic is required.
The KLG subsidy payments may be suspended or terminated if the child’s birth parent is living with the KLG caregiver.  Any exception, such as the parent being a dependent minor or developmentally challenged, not capable of residing independently, requires special approval by Child Protection and Permanency.
Required Signatures: 

By signing this Agreement, we are expressing our understanding of the CP&P Kinship Legal Guardianship Subsidy Program and of our respective roles.  We agree to meet our stated responsibilities. 

I understand that while I am receiving benefits under the CP&P Kinship Legal Guardianship Subsidy Program, I am not allowed to receive TANF benefits for the same child.

This agreement is effective the date that kinship legal guardianship is awarded by court order (effective date of subsidy payment).  A copy of the court order will be sent to the KLG caregiver.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Assistant Director, Office of Adoption Operations, or Designee


Date
	[Enter title]

	Title


_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature KLG Caregiver 1                                                                                                           

Date

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature KLG Caregiver 2







            Date
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