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[Enter current date]
NOTICE OF CHANGE OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT FINDING (AHU)
RE:  DCF REFERENCE NUMBERS:
Case #: [Enter]
NJS Investigation #: [Enter]

Intake ID #: [Enter]
AHU #: [Enter]
OAL docket #: [Enter]
This notice shall serve to advise you that an investigative finding of “substantiated child abuse or neglect” was CHANGED [Enter either "on appeal" or another reason, as applicable].
The Comprehensive Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CCAPTA), P.L. 1997, c.175 and N.J.A.C. 10:129-5.4 and 5.5 require that the Department of Children and Families (DCF) provide abuse or neglect finding notifications to parents, alleged perpetrators, local law enforcement officials, institutions in which the abuse or neglect was alleged to have occurred, and others, as specified in the law.  You are receiving this notice because the Department’s  FORMDROPDOWN 
 previously advised you of a “substantiation of child abuse or neglect.”  The finding has been changed to “not substantiated‌unfounded.” As a result of the change in finding, your risk assessment is now moot.
Based on the change in the finding, please destroy the child abuse or neglect information that was provided to you regarding the incident and the individuals identified below:
Date of report:  [Enter date]
Name of previously identified perpetrator/appellant:  [Enter full name]
Incident location:  [Enter location/address]
Child(ren)'s name(s):  [Enter name of child(ren)]
Information regarding child abuse or neglect must be kept confidential by all individuals or agencies (N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.21a).
Because the “substantiated” finding has been changed, DCF will not keep a record of the results of this investigation on its central registry of confirmed perpetrators of substantiated incidents of child abuse or neglect. 

A record of the investigation will be retained in DCF files.

After three (3) years all child abuse records associated with this investigation shall be expunged from DCF files pursuant to N.J.S.A. 9:6-8.40a and N.J.A.C. 10:129-6.1, unless, during that time:

· An additional perpetrator of child abuse or neglect was identified in the above noted investigation;

· DCF receives an additional report regarding the child, family, or the appellant;

· DCF provides services;
· The outcome of a child protective services or a criminal investigation, or a court proceeding involving the appellant, the child, or a member of the family is pending;
· A court orders that the record be retained; or

· The Commissioner of DCF requests that the record be retained. 

A copy of the Final Agency Decision is attached for the appellant, his/her attorney, the Deputy Attorney General (DAG), CP&P Local Office/DCF Institutional Abuse Investigation Unit, and the Office of Administrative Law (OAL).

The Department’s case documentation for the incident(s) under consideration could not be located.  Please be advised that, if, in the future, the case record is located, the findings of substantiated child abuse and neglect can be reinstated.  If that situation should arise, you will be afforded the opportunity for an Administrative Appeal at that time.

Please contact me at [Enter phone number], if you have any questions.
Notice posted by:

________________________________________________








    (Signature)

[Enter name]
[Enter title]
NOTICE RECIPIENTS:
Enter name of appellant, Appellant
Enter name, Enter title
Enter name, Enter title
Enter name, Enter title
Enter name, Enter title
Enter name, Enter title
Enter name, Enter title

