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§10:129-7.5 Factors to be considered in determining a finding of substantiated or 

established 

   (a) The Department representative shall consider the aggravating factors below 

in determining if abuse or neglect should be substantiated or established: 

1. Institutional abuse or neglect; 

2. The perpetrator's failure to comply with court orders or clearly 

established or agreed-upon conditions designed to ensure the child's 

safety, such as a child safety plan or case plan; 

3. The tender age, delayed developmental status, or other vulnerability 

of the child; 

4. Any significant or lasting physical, psychological, or emotional 

impact on the child; 

5. An attempt to inflict any significant or lasting physical, psychological, 

or emotional harm on the child; 



6. Evidence suggesting a repetition or pattern of abuse or neglect, 

including multiple instances in which abuse or neglect was substantiated 

or established; and 

7. The child's safety requires separation of the child from 


