OOE Policy #1

Attachment 1

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES (DCF)

OFFICE OF EDUCATION (OOE)

ATTENDANCE STANDARDS

STATE RESPONSIBLE STUDENTS

A State responsible student who attends a public or private school shall adhere to the attendance requirements of that public or private school. 

A State responsible student who attends a DCF or DHS SFEA education program is subject to the attendance requirements in this Attachment.

Absenteeism – Absence from school jeopardizes the ability of the student to satisfactorily complete the prescribed course of study and violates the statutes requiring children to regularly attend school (N.J.S.A. 18A:38-25 and 26).

Mandated Excused Absence – An absence documented by a parent’s note verifying the student was observing a religious holiday (as allowed by the Commissioner of Education) or was participating in the “Bring Your Child to Work” Day (as defined in the directions in the DCF OOE School Register).  Mandated Excused Absences shall not be counted as possible days of attendance in the School Register.

DCF OOE Excused Absence – An absence due to illness, a court appointment, a death in the family, a legal notice, an approved vacation, a visitation to a future educational placement or other compelling personal circumstance which is verified by a note from a health-care provider, a parent/residential provider or other appropriate person depending on the reason for the absence and/or by a documented telephone call.

Absences and Loss of Course Credit – Students with more than 10 unexcused absences for a 180 day school year or 12 unexcused absences for a 220 day school year may be in jeopardy of not earning credit for the course(s)/classes within the semester or school year, as applicable.

Credit Completion – A student may overcome the loss of credit due to excessive absenteeism by making up the classes in either a supplemental course completion program in a summer school session or through the “program completion” method as described in N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1 (a)ii.  If the credit completion is not accomplished, the student will receive a No Credit (NC) on his/her record.

