OOE POLICY # 51

ATTACHMENT 4

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

OFFICE OF EDUCATION

Maintenance of Asbestos and Non-Asbestos Floor Coverings
OBJECTIVES
· To provide guidelines for the proper maintenance of floor coverings.
· To reduce the potential for the release of asbestos fibers in floors containing asbestos.

TERMINOLOGY
· ACM:  Asbestos containing material.  When referring to school buildings, it means any material or product which contains more than one percent asbestos. 


· ACBM:  Asbestos containing building material.  ACBM means surfacing ACM, thermal system insulation ACM, or miscellaneous ACM that is found in or on interior structural members or other parts of a school building.

· AHERA:  Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act.

· NONFRIABLE:  Materials in a school building which when dry may not be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure.

REFERENCES
· Asbestos General Industry Standard: 29 CFR 1910.1001(k)(7) to (k)(7) (iii)

· Asbestos Construction Standard:  29 CFR 1926.1101(1)(3)(i) to (1)(3)(iv)

· OSHA Training Requirement:  29 CFR 1926.1101(k)(9)(vi)

· EPA Training Requirement:  40 CFR 763.92(a)(1)

ASSURANCES
· Each Regional School shall establish, through the Manager of Operations and/or the Engineer-in-Charge of Maintenance, which types of floor coverings- ACM and non-ACM- are located in each specific area of the building.
· The Education Supervisor (ES) shall ensure that Custodial and Maintenance personnel are notified and aware of the specific areas in the building that have floors containing asbestos.
TRAINING  
· Custodial and Maintenance personnel who are responsible for the care and maintenance of asbestos-containing floor coverings shall receive an annual two (2) hour asbestos awareness training.

· Custodial and Maintenance personnel shall be trained to safely and properly operate floor buffing machines and to use appropriate stripping procedures, pads and floor care chemicals at the Regional School.
PROCEDURES: FLOORING WITH ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS (ACM)
· FREQUENCY OF STRIPPING:  Stripping of asbestos floor coverings shall be done only one or two times per year and preferably when the building is unoccupied.  (Excessive stripping of floors using aggressive techniques will result in increased levels of asbestos fibers in the air).
· METHOD OF STRIPPING:  Any floor covering with ACM, as identified in each DCF Regional School’s AHERA Management Plan, shall only be manually stripped using wet methods.  Do not use a floor buffing machine on a floor with ACM.
· STRIPPING OPERATIONS:  Prior to manual stripping operations, an emulsion of chemical stripper in water shall be applied to the floor, following the manufacturer’s directions and guidelines.  A mop shall then be used to spread the chemical stripper over the floor to soften the wax or finish coat.

· When manually stripping the floor, a mop or a non-abrasive pad shall be used to further soften the wax or finish coat which shall then be removed with a mop or a Wet-Vac HEPA filtration vacuum system. 

· The application of the chemical stripper shall be repeated as necessary.  

· AFTER STRIPPING: After stripping and before the application of a high solids floor finish, the floor shall be thoroughly cleaned and rinsed with clean water. A Wet-Vac HEPA filtration vacuum system may be used to take up the rinse water. 

· Floors shall be thoroughly air dried prior to the application of the floor finish product. 

PROCEDURES: NON- ASBESTOS FLOORING
· Floor coverings that do not contain asbestos may be mechanically stripped, as needed, also using a wet method.
· STRIPPING OPERATIONS:  Prior to either manual or machine operations, an emulsion of chemical stripper in water shall be applied to the floor, following the manufacturer’s directions and guidelines.  A mop shall then be used to spread the chemical stripper over the floor to soften the wax or finish coat.

· The application of the chemical stripper shall be repeated as necessary.  
· When mechanically stripping, the machine used for stripping the finish shall be equipped with the least abrasive pad as possible (black pads are usually the most abrasive and the white pad the least abrasive).  Do not use black pads when mechanically stripping a floor.  
· Consult with the floor finish product manufacturer for recommendations on which pad to use on a particular floor covering.  Incorporate the manufacturer’s recommendations into the floor maintenance procedures.
· The machine used to remove the wax or finish on floor coverings that do not contain asbestos shall be run at a low rate of speed, i.e. ranging between 175-300 rpm during the stripping operation.
· After mechanical stripping, use a mop or Wet-Vac HEPA filtration vacuum system to remove the liquids and softened wax from the floor.
· REMINDER: Never perform dry stripping.  Always strip floors while wet.  Do not operate a floor machine with a stripping pad on a dry unwaxed or unfinished floor containing asbestos materials. 
· AFTER STRIPPING: After stripping and before the application of a high solids floor finish, the floor shall be thoroughly cleaned and rinsed with clean water. A Wet-Vac HEPA filtration vacuum system may be used to take up the rinse water. 
· Floors shall be thoroughly air dried prior to the application of the floor finish product. 

USE OF MATS  
· Where feasible, use mats at the entrance ways to outside doors, cafeterias, gymnasiums, libraries, etc. to protect against possible scuffing of floor covering(s), etc. from dirt, sand, and ice-melting compounds.
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