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It has come to my attention that some issues have arisen with regard to outdoor wood boilers.
In some instances, county health departments, acting under the authority of the Department of

Environmental Protection (DEP,) have ordered residents with existing outdoor wood boilers to
remove them. Weare reaching out to the DEP to get some clarification and guidance for those who
want to install outdoor wood boilers.

The DEP issued a compliance advisory regarding outdoor wood boilers referencing the
smoke emissions provisions of DEP's rules, N.J.A.C. 7:27-3. Under these rules, smoke from
outdoor wood boilers may be visible for not more than three minutes in any consecutive 30 minute
period. (Please note that these rules apply only to indirect heat exchangers. Outdoor wood boilers
meet the definition of indirect heat exchangers. Chimineas, fireplaces and traditional wood-burning
stoves do not.)

At this time, there is no way of knowing, in advance, whether a given homeowner installing
an outdoor wood boiler will be subject to Notice and Orders or penalties in some future action
brought by the county health department under these rules. There is no listing, labeling or prior
approval here.

As stated above, we are attempting to sort this out with staff from the DEP. In the meantime,
please advise any owner applying for a permit to install an outdoor wood boiler of these DEP
requirements and of the fact that they may be subject to some future enforcement action if the
outdoor wood boiler does not meet the smoke emissions provisions adopted by the DEP. Issuance of

a UCC permit does not guarantee that a unit will meet the DEP requirements. You may also wish to
recommend that the applicant talk to the county or local health department prior to installing this
equipment because they enforce the DEP rules locally and may be able to provide guidance to the
homeowners on the DEP requirements.

Sincerely,
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