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DESCRIPTION 
 
This effort includes initiatives designed to encourage government agencies and private 
businesses to make sound environmental purchasing and operational decisions.  For 
government agencies, these measures should be implemented uniformly through an 
Executive Order designed to require action.  For private businesses, these measures could 
be implemented voluntarily to reduce their overall contribution to emissions.  The 
following table provides a list of measures under consideration.  If implemented, this list 
may be modified and/or added to: 
 
Table 1: Air Quality Stewardship Actions – Government and Business 

Measure Suggested for? Pollutant(s) 
Impacted 

Purchase low emitting vehicles for 
motor pool 

Government and Business Ozone and PM2.5 

Replace all office lighting with compact 
fluorescent/add motion detectors to turn 
lights off when rooms are unoccupied 

Government and Business Ozone and PM2.5 

Replace all office equipment with 
energy star rated equipment/institute 
reminders to turn off office equipment 
overnight  

Government and Business Ozone and PM2.5 

Reduce overall electrical demand from 
office buildings, warehouses, 
manufacturing facilities, etc. 

Government and Business Ozone and PM2.5 

Modify bid requirements to award more 
points to environmentally friendly 
contractors  

Government  Ozone and PM2.5 

Purchase “green” power from renewable 
sources  

Government and Business Ozone and PM2.5 

Modification to existing purchasing 
contract language to ensure that 
equipment purchased using a state 
contract meet the lowest emission 
standards available in the state 

Government Ozone and PM2.5 

Reduce or eliminate lawn care (e.g., 
improve lawnscaping designs, reduce 
manicured lawns, etc.) 

Government and Business Ozone and PM2.5 

Require diesel retrofits for participating 
contractors 

Government and Business Ozone and PM2.5 
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Participation in existing BPU energy 
efficiency programs 

Government and Business Ozone and PM2.5 

Take advantage of Economic 
Development Authority (EDA) grants to 
improve building efficiencies, etc. 

Business Ozone and PM2.5 

Promote the use of “green products” Government and Business Ozone and PM2.5 
Promote green construction (e.g., 
buildings) 

Government and Business Ozone and PM2.5 

 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
This effort would focus on initiatives to make government and private businesses 
purchasing and operational decisions more environmentally friendly.  For government 
agencies, particularly New Jersey State agencies, this could be done uniformly through an 
Executive Order.  As an example, on January 12, 2006, former Acting Governor Richard 
J. Codey signed Executive Order #76, which “[o]rders and directs all State departments, 
authorities and instrumentalities with purchasing responsibility shall procure and use 
cleaning products having properties that minimize potential impacts to human health and 
the environment, consistent with maintaining the effectiveness of these products for the 
protection of the public health and safety.”  Local and county government entities can 
follow a similar path.  Private industries would have to consult with their purchasing 
departments in order to determine how to effectively implement these types of measures.  
Studies have shown that companies that have “gone green” have actually reduced their 
overall costs in the long run, make these decisions the economically smart way to plan. 
 
Most of the governmental measures could be implemented as mandatory measures, while 
the private industry would be provided the opportunity to afford themselves of the 
benefits of these measures on a voluntary basis.   
 
COST 
 
The initial investment in environmentally friendly products or equipment is more costly.  
However, their use over time ultimately saves money, be it in reduced energy usage, 
increased fuel economy or the elimination of unnecessary tasks (i.e., lawncare).  The total 
costs would depend on how many measures were implemented, and an estimate of future 
cost savings from the effort would need to be addressed in the cost calculations. 
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EFFECTIVENESS 
 
The actual emission reductions expected from this program would vary depending on the 
number of measures implemented and the nature of that implementation (voluntary vs. 
mandatory). It is difficult to quantify actual emission reductions through modeling for 
efforts of this nature, because of their varied implementation strategies (e.g, voluntary vs. 
mandatory, episodic, etc.).  However, the State recognizes that there will be an ultimate 
environmental benefit from their implementation as the public changes its habits for the 
better, and as such, will work to incorporate those benefits into the State Implementation 
Plan (SIP).  
 
COST EFFECTIVENESS 
 
The cost of this measure may require additional cost investments beyond the purchase or 
use of traditional products or equipment, however those products or equipment may pay 
for themselves overtime. Given that the overall costs (factoring in cost savings) could be 
relatively small, any emission reduction benefits would result in a favorable cost 
effectiveness scenario for this program. In the long term, benefits from these efforts could 
be greater if behavioral changes are realized. 
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