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Rundown 

 Behind the Scenes of 
Broadcast Meteorology 

 Sample Air Quality 
Forecasts 

Challenges 

 Solutions & Opportunities 



The Art of Broadcast 
Meteorology 
• “Tell the never-ending 

story of the weather.” 
• TV:  1 to 3 minutes 
• Radio:  30 to 60 seconds 
• Generally, more time for 

severe/winter weather 
events. 



Station Scientist 

A broadcast 
meteorologist is the 

only scientist to which 
most Americans are 
exposed every day. 



Beyond the 5-Day Forecast 
• Severe Weather Forecast 

• Pollen/Allergy Meter 

• Fire Danger Outlook 

• Climate or Climatology 

• Significant National and 
International Weather 

• AIR QUALITY FORECAST 



Sample On-Air  
Air Quality Forecasts 



Reaching Out 

0 replies… 



Air Quality Alert 



Air Quality Alert 
Communications 

• Risk Level 
• Impacts 
• Science 



The Basics 

WNBC – New York, NY 



The Basics 

WMUR – Mancester, NH 



Risk Level 

WGCL– Atlanta, GA 



Risk Level 

WREG – Memphis, TN 



Risk Level 

KFSN– Fresno, CA 



Risk Level 

KMPH/KFRE – Fresno, CA 



Risk Level 

KCRA – Sacramento, CA 



Risk Level 

The Weather Channel 



Risk Level & Impacts 

WRGB – Albany, NY 



Impacts 

WREX – Rockford, IL 



Impacts 

WSMV– Nashville, TN 



Science 

KETV – Omaha, NE 



Science 

WREX – Rockford, IL 



Why Don’t Broadcast 
Meteorologists Give More 
Attention to Air Quality? 



Challenges to Air Quality 
Communications 

• Time 

• Resources 

• Geography 

• Public Understanding 

• Meteorology Knowledge 



Opportunities, Solutions,  
and Suggestions 

• Focus on Headlines 

• Focus on Impacts and 
Action Steps 

• Push Extras to Digital 
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