
New Jersey Clean Water Council 
January 14, 2014 

 
Location: 

NJEIT, 3131 Princeton Pike, Building 4, Suite 216, Lawrenceville, NJ 
 

Members Present:  
George Bakum 
Robert Breslin – AFL-CIO 
Jim Cosgrove, PE – NJ Society of PEs 
Lou Neely  - League of Municipalities 
James Requa – Dept. of Community Affairs  
Jessica Sanchez - DRBC 
Dan Van Abs – General Public 
Russ Furnari – Chamber of Commerce 
Stan Cach, PE, PP, BCEE – NJDEP, Liaison 
Ali Ferdows, PhD – Dept. of Agriculture 

Pamela Goodwin, Esq – General Public 
Anthony McCracken, PP – General Public 
Anthony Valente – Labor & Industry 

Others: 
Helen Heinrich 

NJDEP Staff: 
Michele Putnam, Director, Div. of Water Quality 
Julie Krause, Division of Water Quality 
Tracy Omrod, Division of Water Quality 

 
Meeting begins at 10:00 am  
 
Approval of a more generalized version of Nov. 14, 2013 meeting minutes was approved.  
 
DEP Updates: 
 
The draft Resiliency Guidance is broken into 4 sections –1) auxiliary power (a major focus point) – 
focusing on drinking water and wastewater: 2) flood protection; 3) asset management and 4) emergency 
response planning. The Department is considering whether emergency rules as well as best 
management practices need to be developed. Questions of timing were also raised, and although many 
facilities already underwent repairs for damage, many more have not initiated resiliency related 
reconstruction.   
 
A discussion was held regarding the importance and the funding priority given by the private sectors in 
implementing their asset management plan versus the public sector.  Asset management requirements 
have been incorporated into the draft CSO permits. The Department is also assessing how we might use 
available data on water and sewer main breaks to prioritize follow up for operation and maintenance 
and asset management planning at specific utilities. It was suggested that it would be beneficial for the 
public sectors to collaborate with the private sectors regarding implementation strategies of the asset 
management plan.  Jim Cosgrove offered to identify organizations that would participate in such a 
forum.  
 
An update of water quality related priorities was provided and a list of potential items for more detailed 
discussion at future Council meetings was discussed. The Council would identify their recommendations.  
 
 



New Business: 
 
Dan Van Abs was nominated and elected the new Chairman of the CWC.  Jim Cosgrove was elected First 
Vice Chairman. Since not all CWC members were present, the discussion of nominees for Second Vice 
Chair will continue at the next mtg. 
 
A discussion was held regarding the vacant Council positions, ex officio members and the status of 
appointment of the Council members. Peggy Gallos, Executive Director of AEA, has shown interest in 
becoming a Council member. DEP will provide the current CWC member list, their status, according to 
the Department’s records 
 
Dan suggested we consider topics for the Council’s 2014 Public Hearing and discuss at our next meeting. 
 
Old Business: 
 
The Council will write a letter thanking the Commissioner for his participation in the December public 
hearing and emphasizing continued support for Green Water Infrastructure and the Department. Also, 
Thank you letters will be sent to the speakers. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am 
 
  


