
ARTIFICIAL REEF FISHING SURVEY
	
The best way for reef managers to determine the effectiveness of their reef building activities is to 
survey the fishermen who utilize the artificial reefs.  Now is the chance for you to tell us what you 
think.  We welcome all responses, positive or negative.  Please fill out this survey and return it to us.
1. I fish on NJ’s artificial reefs as a: (check all that 
apply)

Party boat captain		  party boat fisherman
Charter boat captain	 charter boat fisherman
Private boat captain	 commercial fisherman
Fisherman on a friend’s boat

	
2. During 2008, I fished on NJ artificial reefs as fol-
lows: (estimate number of trips that year per reef)

		       Number			   Number
Reef Site	      of trips	 Reef Site	 of trips
Sandy Hook			   Atlantic City
Shark River			   Great Egg
Sea Girt			   Ocean City
Axel Carlson			   Townsends
Barnegat Light		       		  Inlet
Garden State N		  Wildwood
Garden State S		  Cape May
Little Egg			   Deepwater

3. During 2008, what methods of fishing did you use 
on NJ artificial reefs? (Estimate percentage of time 
per method)

Method			   Percent of Time
Anchored over structure
Drifting over structure
Trolling over structure
Fish/lobster potting

4. While fishing on artificial reefs, rank the impor-
tance of the species you are trying to catch: (3 = high 
importance, 2 = moderate, 1 = low, 0 = no impor-
tance)

Species   	   Rank		 Species	 Rank
Blackfish			   Bluefish
Sea Bass			   Bonito
Porgy				    Dogfish Shark
Ling				    Jacks
Pollock				   Triggerfish
Flounder			   Codfish 

5. In terms of your effort and preference while fishing 
on NJ artificial reefs, rank the importance of the reef 
structures: (3 = high importance, 2 = moderate, 1 = 
low, 0 = no importance)

Reef 				    Reef
Structure	  Rank		  Structure	   Rank
Shipwrecks			   Tire Units
Rock				    Army Tanks
Concrete			   Subway Cars

6. Considering all the types of saltwater fishing you 
do, how important is fishing on NJ artificial reefs?
	
	 Very Important
	 Moderately Important
	 Low Importance
	 No Importance

7. Understanding fishing has its good days and bad 
days, how would you rate your overall success on NJ 
reefs?

	 Excellent
	 Good
	 Fair
	 Poor

8. Considering things that affect your fishing activi-
ties (such as reef location, depth, accessibility, types 
and configuration of reef structures, numbers of fish, 
other reef users, etc.) What do you like about fishing 
NJ artificial reefs?

	

			 

-continued on next page-



REEF FISHING SURVEY continued -

9. What do you dislike about fishing NJ artificial 
reefs?

10. During 2008, how many fishing trips in general 
did you make?
				    Number of Trips
Artificial Reef
Natural Wreck Structure
Non Artificial Reef/Wreck

11. Do you have any other comments about specific 
NJ reef sites or the reef program in general?
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