DAVE CHANDA

For several years the Division of Fish and Wildlife has turned to anglers to
provide valuable input into our freshwater fishing programs. We encour-
age angler feedback using a variety of tools such as public meetings, creel
surveys, telephone and online surveys and even the public comment period
of the Fish Code amendment process. Although field assessments used by
biologists such as electrofishing, seining and trap netting provide essential
data to make fisheries management decisions, it is critical for Fish and
Wildlife to stay in touch with another important resource—you, the angler.

Opening day angler counts and creel surveys have been conducted annually
for many years providing us with valuable insights for our trout stocking
program. It is important to gauge the angling participation and success at specific waterbodies so
that we can best allocate the state’s fishery resources and efforts. Direct interaction with anglers
generates excellent feedback.

Since 2012, Fish and Wildlife has operated a volunteer Angler Logbook Program into which
anglers are encouraged to record detailed information about their fishing expeditions on select
waters such as Trout Conservation Areas. Logbooks are returned to Fish and Wildlife; the data
are used to determine the status of specific fisheries and to help determine whether current regula-
tions adequately protect and enhance the resource.

Telephone and online surveys are used to reach anglers, providing insight into your opinions and
preferences on a variety of topics including regulations and stocking programs. As we strive to
improve our programs, sometimes we must make difficult decisions. It is critical to understand
the anglers’ preferences so they can be appropriately considered.

Your ongoing participation is vital. As Fish and Wildlife aims to improve fishing opportunities for
all anglers, we will continue to rely on your input. I know that many of you have strong viewpoints
spanning a wide range of angling considerations. Let’s hear them.

Dave Chanda is the Director of the Division of Fish & Wildlife.

Get on The List!

The Freshwater Fisheries e-mail lists, that is. This free service provides the latest information about
Fish and Wildlife events, public hearings and other matters related to our freshwater fishing resources. And
we have seven other lists so you can maximize your enjoyment of New Jersey’s fish and wildlife resources.

Sign up today at: NJFishandWildlife.com/Istsub.htm
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About this Guide

This high-quality regulation guide is offered to you
by the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
through its unique partnership with J.F. Griffin .
Publishing, LLC.

J.F. Griffin is an award winning publishing house
that specializes in producing state fish & wildlife
regulation books. J.F. Griffin supports the New
Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife's staff in the
design, layout and editing of the guides. They also
manage the marketing and sales of advertising to
appropriate businesses within the book.

The revenue generated through ad sales
significantly lowers production costs and
generates savings. These savings translate into
additional funds for other important wildlife
programs!

If you have any feedback or are interested in
advertising, please contact us at 413.884.1001 or
online at www.JFGriffin.com

Graphic Design:
Jon Gulley, Dane Fay, Evelyn Haddad,
Erin Murphy, Chris Sobolowski
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513 West Union Ave. Bound Brook, NJ ¢ (732) 356-0604

Monday—Friday 9:30-9:00, Saturday 9:00-5:30, Sunday 10:00-5:00
2 blocks east of 1-287, exit 13A from 1-287N, exit 13 from [-287S. 3

j blocks south of Rt. 22 at the Thompson Ave. exit. 1/4 Mile east of the
Bridgewater Promenade on Rt. 28.

Shop online at www.efingersports.com

TAKE $10 OFF

YOUR FISHING PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE.

Cannot be combined with any other coupon offers or sales, or discounts. Not valid on prior purchases or
licenses. Limit one coupon per person. Valid for in-store purchases only. Minimum purchase of $50 before

sales tax. No reproductions accepted. Other exclusions may apply. Coupon valid 1/2/14 — 6/30/14.



—— 2014 REGULATIONS

Highlights of Regulation Changes

Big Flat Brook—Ken Lockwood Gorge (S/BR
Raritan)—Year Round Catch and Release
Only, Artificial Lures and Flies Only
The 4.2-mile section of the Big Flat Brook
from the Rt. 206 bridge downstream to the Roy
Bridge, including the Blewitt Tract, and the
2.2 mile Ken Lockwood Gorge section of the
South Branch is now catch and release only, arti-
ficial lures and flies only. Bait is not permitted at
any time. Regulation devel-
opment for this popular

section of the Big Flat Brook, which supports
both wild and stocked trout year-round, has been
under development for over three years. Data col-
lection efforts included on-site angler interviews,
telephone and on-line angler surveys, angler log-
books and electrofishing surveys. Electrofishing
surveys conducted during the summer of 2007
and 2012 indicate very few trout remaining by
mid-summer. The low number of trout may be a
result of one or more factors, including significant
harvest by anglers and/or a variety of ecological
conditions. The catch and release regulations
will help ascertain the role harvest plays in lim-
ited trout availability. The regulations
should result in an increase in
trout, improve catch
rates and

New lJersey

Explore. Experience. Enjoy!

10 am -5 pm daily

Jackson Township, NJ

WeLD
OUTDOORs

September 13 & 14, 2014

Colliers Mills Wildlife Management Area

Fishing Archery Hiking
Kayaking Hunting/Trapping Instruction Geocaching
Birding Fish and Wildlife Exhibits Camping Skills
Rock Climbing Outdoor Supply Flea Market Trap Shooting

And much more FREE family fun!
For more information visit W|Id0utdoorExpo.com
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enhance angler satisfaction. As scientific stud-
ies have demonstrated that hooking mortality
is higher with live bait than with artificial lures
and flies, the possession or use of bait here is pro-
hibited at all times. Angler surveys indicate only
nine percent of anglers fished with bait during
the first nine days of the season when bait was
allowed. Fish and Wildlife greatly appreciates
all of the angler input during the development
of these regulations.

Contrary to conditions in the Big Flat Brook,
electrofishing surveys of the Ken Lockwood
Gorge section of the South Branch of the Raritan
River indicate an increasing wild population of
brook, brown and rainbow trout. During recent
electrofishing surveys, 99.5 percent of trout cap-
tured were less than the 15-inch minimum legal
size indicating the harvest of these larger trout
may be preventing the fishery from fully develop-
ing to its potential. Angler catch records provide
further evidence of the low occurrence of larger
trout, with 96 percent of the 1,197 reportedly
caught measuringless than 15 inches. The catch
and release only regulations will provide protec-
tion to the fishery and lead to the availability
of larger fish for anglers, resulting in enhanced
angling success and satisfaction. Previously regu-
lated asa Year Round Trout Conservation Area,
this section of the South Branch was already
restricted to the use of artificial lures and flies.

New Waterbodies Added to the
Trout Stocking Program
Four waterbodies, Manalapan Lake (Middle-
sex), Franklin Lake (Monmouth), Nomahe-
gan Park Pond (Union) and Mountain Lake
(Warren), have been added to Fish and Wildlife’s
2014 trout stocking program. Manalapan Lake
and Franklin Lake both have excellent access
and will maintain trout fishing opportunities in
their respective areas, replacing Farrington Lake
and Takanassee Lake, which will no longer be
stocked. Nomahegan Park Pond, which will be
stocked pre-season only, will provide an addi-
tional early season trout ﬁshing opportunityina
suburban area that is popular with trout anglers.
Mountain Lake was removed from Fish and
Wildlife’s trout stocking program in 2006 due
to the lake’s large size and limited public access
which resulted in poor angler turnout. Since that
time, Liberty Township has acquired property
along the shoreline improving public access.
The Fish and Game Council has reinstated
trout stocking to acknowledge the municipal-
ity’s efforts towards improving angling access.
Mountain Lake will be stocked pre-season only.
Fishing for other early season fisheries during the
pre-season period is still permitted but all trout
caught must be released.
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Trout Stocking Discontinued on Three Lakes
Beginning in 2014, three waterbodies, Far-
rington Lake (Middlesex), Shadow Lake (Mon-
mouth) and Takanassee Lake (Monmouth), will
no longer be stocked with trout. Large lakes such
as Farrington Lake yield lower return rates for
trout resulting in low angler success and interest
comparative to their size. Fish and Wildlife will
continue to stock from Davidson’s Mill Pond
Dam downstream to just above Church Lane
as part of Lawrence Brook. The section of Law-
rence Brook from Davidson’s Mill Pond Dam,
downstream to Davidson’s Mill Road is closed
to fishing during the pre-season stocking period.
Due to the presence of other early-season fisher-
ies, anglers can continue to fish from Davidson’s
Mill Road downstream to Farrington Lake Dam
during the pre-season stocking period provided
all trout caught are immediately released.

Trout stocking is discontinued at Shadow
Lake due to limited public access and low angler
turnout, Opening day angler counts in 2005 (15
anglers), 2006 (7 anglers), and 2011 (16 anglers)
document the low angler interest in fishing
Shadow Lake for trout.

STRADIC Cl4+

Highlights of Regulation Changes

The bulkhead at Takanassee Lake was severely
damaged during Superstorm Sandy resulting in
the draining of the lake. The lake is immediately
adjacent to the Atlantic Ocean and periodic salt-
water intrusion has affected the lake’s freshwater
fisheries and recreation for stocked trout,

Tilcon Lake Now Regulated as

a Holdover Trout Lake

Tilcon Lake is an 88-acre lake located within
Allamuchy Mountain State Park. Over 50 feet
deep, dissolved oxygen/temperature profiles
completed in 2007 and 2008 indicate the lake has
26 to 28 feet of trout-supporting water making
it a candidate for the introduction of landlocked
salmon. Designating Tilcon Lake as a Holdover
Trout Lake establishes a 12-inch minimum size
limit for landlocked Atlantic Salmon, and a daily
creel limit of two salmon per day. There are no
plans to incorporate Tilcon Lake into Fish and
Wildlife’s regular trout stocking program.

2014 REGULATIONS

Landlocked Herring Daily Creel

Limit Increased to 35

The daily limit for landlocked herring taken from
freshwater lakes in Morris, Passaic, Sussex
and Warren counties plus Spruce Run Res-
ervoir (Hunterdon) was increased from 10 to
35 fish. Although there are significant concerns
regarding migratory and coastal stocks of her-
ring, landlocked alewife populations in lakes are
considered stable. Unlike many lakes in central
and southern counties, lakes in these areas are
not on-stream impoundments on known migra-
tory herring runs. Anglers are reminded that
landlocked herring taken from lakes within these
counties may only be used on the lake from which
they were taken and may be no greater than 6
inches in length. Any unused herring must be
returned to the waterbody upon the conclusion
of the angler’s fishing trip. They may not be trans-
ported away from the shoreline of the lake by any
mechanism. They are for personal use only and
may not be sold.
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It is over one and a half times stronger than our normal

XT-7 graphite and is over 20% lighter. Because it does

not contain metal, it is impervious to rust!

So, as a result of its strength and weight, we can
create an extremely lightweight reel with very precise
tolerances. Series #1000, #2500,#4000 available .

New #500 Series!
SAHARA FE

5|-|||T|F|nU Reels

New XGT7 Graphite Frame & Sideplate
3 SS Ball, 1 Roller - Front Drag

Super Stopper Il

Cold-forged Aluminum Spool
New M Compact Body

SYMETRE FL

Stamping Bail - Floating Shaft

Oversized Power Roller Line Roller

RAMSEY OUTDOOR

For more information contact New Jersey

Division of Fish and Wildlife at (609)292-2965

973-584-7798

281 Rt. 10E, Succasunna, NJ

New #500 series!

SYMETRE FL

New XGT7 Graphite Frame & Sideplate
4 Bearings, 1 Roller Bearing

Front Drag

Super Stopper Anti-Reverse
Cold-forged Aluminum Spool

APPROVED FOR USE IN SALTWATER!

201-327-8141

835 Rt. 17S, Ramsey, NJ
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