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DEP Seeks Legislative Reform for Site Remediation Program

Contaminated sites have long blighted the New Jersey landscape, threatening the public health and natural
resources and stifling economic development. New Jersey’s Site Remediation Program (SRP) leads the nation in
its response to the cleanup and resue of these once contaminated sites. Public and private investments in
remediation protect public health and improve quality of life for all citizens.

Today, there are over 20,000 active contaminated sites in the SRP and 200 case managers assigned to the
process those cases. However, there is more work than can be processed in any reasonable timeframe.
Important redevelopment projects are often delayed for years due to the heavy case manager work assignments.

Concerns with liabilty and the risks associated with brownfields redevelopment deter some developers from
tackling these projects.

Recognizing these obstacles to cleanup, an internal review and assessment of the SRP was initiated to determine
ways to improve business processes and address an ever growing case load. This assessment led to significant
reforms including increasing the number of staff dedicated to urban redevelopment projects, expanding SRP’s
data management system to better track progress made at cleanup sites, evaluating the effectiveness of
institutional controls, and reconstituting a strong enforcement program.

This initiative also included a series of stakeholder meetings to review possible legislative reforms for SRP. This
past April, the legislature met to begin hearings on the Department’s reform proposals.

The cornerstone of the Department’s proposal is the establishment of a Licensed Site Professional (LSP)
program that would require environmental consultants to meet educational, experience and performance
standards before they could work on contaminated sites. The Department would provide oversight of the
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rt of the proposed SRP Reform, DEP would establish an LSP program that would require consultants to meet
specific standards before working on contaminated sites. DEP would still provide a degree of oversight during the
remediation of all cases. In addition, a strong auditing and enforcement program would be developed to ensure
cleanups of contaminated sites are performed correctly. This new approach to regulation of site cleanup would
dramatically expedite the remedial process.
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remediation of all cases, however, the degree of oversight would vary based on the risk associated with the site.
The majority of the sites in the program would be allowed to proceed without Department involvement unti it
reached the final phase of remediation and a No Further Action letter was being requested.

This new approach to regulation of site cleanup would dramatically expedite the remedial process. The state of
Massachusetts has a similar program and over 70% of their sites are closed within one year. In New Jersey, the
majority of cases languish in the remedial system for 10 or more years. A strong auditing and enforcement
program would be developed to ensure cleanups are performed correctly, including posting disciplinary actions
taken against noncompliant consultants on the DEP web site.

The Department’s legislative reform package also includes expanded remedy selection authority for the
Department when the end use of a site includes a school, child care facility or residential development.

The proposal also includes expanded financial security requirements on anyone responsible to conduct a
cleanup, currently only a small percentage of cases have Remedial Funding Sources (RFS) posted. By expanding
the universe of who has to post an RFS and limiting the use of self guarantees, the Department will be able to
better ensure that cleanups truly happen and are paid for by those responsible for conducting the work.
Additionally, the Department will require an annual 1% surcharge on all RFS’s and will dedicate the surcharge
money to a new grant program. Under this program, grants would be available to homeowners, homeowner
associations and other subsequent property owners to investigate or remediate their site when the original
remediating party no longer exists due to bankruptcy or dissolution and there is remedy failure or a change in
cleanup standards. This grant program will ensure that money is available to protect our residents when a
previous owner no longer exists and additional remediation is required.

The Department is also looking to expanded notification requirements to municipal officials when any property
is being converted from a former use (commercial, industrial, agricultural) to residential use. Similar to the
requirements under the existing “Kiddie Kollege” law, a remedial action work plan approval would be needed to
get alocal construction permit and a no further action letter would be required to receive a certificate of
occupancy. This change in the law would better protect homeowners from purchasing a home only to discover
later that there is contamination or pesticides impacting their property.

The remediation of contaminated sites is a very complex problem. Contamination damages the natural
resources, water supplies and health of all residents. Remediation both protects resources and enhances
economic vitality. The proposed reforms for SRP will improve efficiencies, make the public more aware of the
services of the Site Remediation Program, improve communication with the public and ensure the protection of
public health. For more information on Site Remediation Program reforms, visit www.nj.gov/dep/srp/
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