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1.0 GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

1.1  Purpose and Intent 

 

This Request for Information (RFI) is issued by the New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection (Department), Division of Parks and Forestry (Division), on behalf of the 

State of New Jersey (the State).  The purpose of this RFI is to solicit information from organizations 

outlining the possible recreation uses of the former Jungle Habitat, located in the Township of West 

Milford, County of Passaic, New Jersey. The former Jungle Habitat site is shown on the survey map 

attached hereto as Exhibit A.  

  

It is the goal of the State to eventually bid out the former Jungle Habitat site for recreation 

purposes to a bidder that can provide high quality recreation at the site while improving the park 

and generating funds for the State, as part of the Governor’s goal to make the State Parks more 

sustainable. The Department welcomes the use of the Jungle Habitat site for diverse recreational 

uses; however, such recreational uses must not be motorized use. The Department has been 

approached by various organizations that wish to use the site, however, the Department needs 

additional information about the types of recreational activities that would be successful and how 

would those recreational activities generate revenue before proceeding with a Request for Proposal. 

Ideas the Department are open to include, but are not limited to, a mountain bike park, Camping or 

RV resort, or other outdoor recreational opportunity.  Organizations are encouraged to submit 

multiple ideas and/or ideas for multiple uses of the property if such uses are in keeping with the 

property as a place for recreational activity and an opportunity to generate revenue for the State. 

 

1.2  Background  

 

Jungle Habitat is an 800-acre former animal park located in West Milford east of an old 

quarry and Greenwood Lake Airport, and south of Long Pond Ironworks State Park. Warner 

Brothers purchased the land in 1972, named it Jungle Habitat, and showed a variety of animals in a 

zoo like setting, a drive through animal enclosure, a dolphin pool and show, stage, and other 

amenities. It closed in 1976, and the State acquired the property in 1988 with Green Acres funding 

to preserve the open space and to add to the State’s recreational lands. None of the structures have 

survived except for the parking lots, some gates, decaying structures in former animal enclosures, 

and some of the paved roads throughout the park. Any still-standing structures should be considered 

unstable and dangerous. The State has allowed the use of the parking lots by the Township of West 

Milford for July 4
th

 fireworks and by various mountain bike enthusiasts. There are a few mountain 

bike trails throughout the park that were created by the State Park Service and/or in conjunction 

with biking organizations. All previous use has been pursuant to a State Park Service issued Special 

Use Permit. It is only at this juncture that the State has received enough interest in the property to 

seriously consider the best recreational use of the property that can generate funds for the State.  

 

Because Jungle Habitat was purchased using Green Acres funding, any use must be for 

recreational activities.  Additionally, because of a stream running through the site, and the location 

of endangered and threatened species of plants and animals, development of the site is limited to the 

parking lot area of the property.   
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 Lastly, Jungle Habitat is located in the Highlands Preservation Area and, as such, any 

proposed use and/or development must consider the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act, 

N.J.S.A. 13:20-1 et seq. 

   

1.2.1  Structures, Facilities, and Parking  

 

As stated above, there are no permanent or semi-permanent structures at the Jungle Habitat 

site that are not decaying. Any ideas for development of the property should consider that there is a 

front gate, two large connected parking lots, some bike trails, and a paved road through the 

property, but there are no bathrooms or other facilities. Any proposed use of the park should 

consider the installation of facilities, either permanent, semi-permanent, or mobile, to provide 

bathrooms and other amenities. 

 

The parking lots encompass 30 acres to the south west of the main gate. They can 

accommodate up to 2000 cars or a lesser number of trucks, buses or cars with trailers. The lots have 

not been repaired or maintained and have many cracks with weeds growing through them.  

 

Additionally there is an easement through the property for the utility company and there’s a 

steep cliff where the quarry was located.  Both of these property characteristics have been identified 

on the attached map. 

 

Bidders shall explain what changes or improvements they may make to the site keeping in 

mind the restrictions due to the stream, endangered and threatened plants and animals, and the 

Highlands Act.   

  

 

 

2.0   REQUIRED INFORMATION 

 

All informational requests must detail specific ideas, address concerns and provide enough 

detail about the recreational activity or activates that the State can make a decision about what use 

or uses the State will include when issuing a Request for Proposal.  Such information should include 

the type of activity, the hours and days of operation, what an operator would need to conduct such 

activity (buildings, equipment, etc.), what types of fees would be charged, approximately how much 

revenue such activity would generate for the operator and the State, and other information related to 

how the business would operate and other ideas related to the recreational activity the State should 

consider.  Other considerations may include concerts or special events, overnight accommodations, 

food concession, store to buy items related to the recreational activity, etc.   

 

In addition to providing any initial ideas regarding the future operation of Jungle 

Habitat’s useable space, please provide the following information: 

1. Please provide a brief description of your mission.  

 

2. Please list and provide additional information, including marketing materials, regarding 

other types of amenities or services your company manages or provides. 
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3. Has your company ever had a government contract to manage a government facility/asset?  

4. Does your company provide services at a single facility or at multiple venues? Does your 

company contract with a single client or multiple clients?  

5. Please describe your company’s experience with the recreational activity idea(s) presented 

by your company.  

 

 

PLEASE NOTE  
Documents submitted in response to this RFI are subject to public disclosure. A responder may 

designate specific information as not subject to disclosure pursuant to the exceptions to OPRA 

found at N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1.1 or the common law Right to Know, when the responder has a good 

faith legal and or factual basis for such assertion. The State reserves the right to make the 

determination as to what is proprietary or confidential, and will advise the responder accordingly. 

The location in the response of any such designation should be clearly stated in a cover letter. The 

State will not honor any attempt by a responder to designate its entire proposal as proprietary, 

confidential and/or to claim copyright protection for its entire response.  In the event of any 

challenge to the responder’s assertion of confidentiality with which the State does not concur, the 

responder shall be notified and shall be solely responsible for defending its designation.  

The submittals shall become the property of the State upon submission.  

 

ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION  
The Department of Environmental Protection’s analysis and evaluation process may include direct 

meetings with some or all respondents.  

 

RFI RESPONSES  
Responses must be submitted no later than May 12, 2016, and should be mailed to the attention of 

Lisa Glass at: 

 

 

NJ Department of Environmental Protection 

Natural and Historic Resources Group 

Mail code:  501-03A 

501 E. State Street 

PO Box 420 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0404 

  




