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PART ||l CONFIDENTIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE

R .

bR .

It is essential that the work of cpmmittees of the SAB used in the development of reports not be
compromised by any significant confligt of interest. For this purpose, the term “conflict of interest”
means any financial or other interest which conflicts with the service of the individual because it
(1) could significantly impair the individual’s objectivity or (2) could create an unfair competitive
advantage for any person or organization. Excepl for those situations in which the Department
determines that a conflict of interest isjunavoidable and promptly and publicly discloses the conflict of
interest, no individual can be appointefl (o serve (or continue to serve) on a committee of the department
used in the development ?f reports if the individual has a conflict of interest that is relevant to the

furictions to be. perfo_'rmr%d]:
&

INSTRUCTIONS

The term “conflict of interest”|means something more than individual bias. There must be an

interest, ordinarily ﬂnanrcilal. thatlcou d be directly affected by the work of the committee.
! H

Conflict of interest requiremerts are objective and prophylactic. They are not an assessment of
one's actual behavior or character, grje's ability to act objectively despite the conflicting interest, or one's
relative insensitivity to particular dollaf amounts of specific assets because of one's personal wealth.
Conflict of interest requirements are|gbjective standards designed to eliminate certain specific, potentially
compromising situations from arising fand thereby to protect the individual, the other members of the
committee, the Department, and the public interest. The individual, the committee, and the department
should not be placed in a situation »there others could reasonably question, and perhaps discount or
dismiss, the work of the lcc:mmi'clee imply because of the existence of conflicting interests.

L i i

The term "conflict of interest| ppplies only to current interests. It does not apply to past interests
that have expired, no longer exist, grjd cannot reasonably affect current behavior. Nor does it apply to
possible interests that may arise in He future but do not currently exist, because such future interests are
inherently speculative and uncertain, For example, a pending formal or informal application for a
particular job is a current interest, bul the mere possibility that one might apply for such a job in the future
is not a current interesf.

The term “conflict of interest’fapplies not only to the personal interests of the individual but also to
the interasts of others with whom the individual has substantial common financial interests if these interests
are relevant to the functions to be parformed. Thus, in assessing an individual's potential conflicts of
interest, consideration must be giver not only to the interests of the individual but also to the interests of
the individual's spouse and minor cHildren, the individual's employer, the individual's business partners,
and others with whom the individuallhas substantial common financial interests. Consideration must also
be given to the interests of those fér whom one is acting in a fiduciary or similar capacity (e.g., being an

officer or director of a I4:.rr:ar;mrat_icu-|, wWhether profit or nenprofit, or serving as a trustee).
| i H At

oy

rtment involves scientific and technical issues across a broad range
ude, for example: defining research needs, priorities, opportunities
and agendas; addressing questiong of human or ecological health; providing scientific and technical
assistance; assessing the state of scientific or technical knowledge on particular subjects and in particular
fields. Such activities frequently adpress scientific and technical issues that are sufficiently broad in
scope that they do not implicate spgcific financial interests or conflict of interest concerns.

However, where such activifies-address more specific issues having significant financial
implications — e.9., flu;?ding optionA versus option B, government development or evaluation of a

Much of the work of this de
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ent of|members of committees that will

lized by the department.
K |

specific proprietary 1
issues with respect to the appointm
the development:of reports 1o, be_ uti

flict of interest inquiry in each case is to identify whether there
_ that conflict with the committee service of the individual
pecause they could impair the individualls objectivity or could create an unfair competitive advantage for
any person or organization. The fundamental question in each case is does the individual, or others with
whom the individual has substantial comjmon financial interests, have identifiable interests that could be
directly affected by the outcome of the project activities of the committee on which the individual has been
invited to serve? For project ds of contracts, grants, elc., this department
ividual should not participate in any decision regarding the award

is also guided by the principle tha g
of a contract or grant or any other substbntial economic benefit to the individual or to others with whom the
professional relationship.

The overriding objective of the '
are interests — primarily financial in natu

individual has substantial,common final

The application of these conce
projects must necessarily be addresse
circumstances involved. The question
concerning possible conflicts of inte

| . S .
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s to spedific scientific and technical studies and assistance

i in each case on the basis of the particular facts and

 set forth below are designed to elicit information from you

that are relevant to the functions to be performed by the particular

committee.on which youlnlay be invited to serve.
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1. FINANCIAL INTERESTS. (a) Taking into account stocks, bonds, and other financial instruments and

t excluding broadly diversified mutual funds and any investment or
of your knowledge others with whom
tments that could be affected, either
\ness enterprise or activities underlying the investments, by the

- commitiee on which you may be invited to serve?

investments including partnerships (b
financial interests valued at less than $
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directly or by a direct effect on the bu
outcome of the project altc_tivities of th
(b) Taking into account real estate anfl-other tangible property interests, as well
(patents, copyrights, etc.) interests. d b you or, to the be
substantial common financial interest 5, have property in
outcome of the. praject ]a(%tivilies of the commitlee on which you may

as intellectual property
st of your knowledge others with whom you have
terests that could be directly affected by the

be invited to serve?

(c) Could your employment or self-employment (or the employment or self-employment of your spouse), or
the financial interests of your emplob .r or clients (or the financial interests of your spouse's employer or
clients) be directly affeg:hlad by the c-}.l zome of the project activities of the committee on which you may be
invited to serve? | | Sod ]

(d) Taking into account research fun
partnerships, research assistants a/
and support (or that of your close res
outcome of the project[ aldivities of tH

R FHEN

ding and other research support (e.g., equipment, facilities, industry

d other research personnel, etc.), could your current research funding
L aarch colleagues and collaborators) be directly affected by the

& commitiee on which you may be invited to serve?

fttee on which you may be invited to serve create a specific financial or
or you or others with wham you have substantial common financial

shai

(e) Could your service on the comm
commercial competitive advantage {
interests?. Jl : b

If the answer to all of the
or “not applicable,” check here
i1 1

above questions under FINANCIAL INTERESTS is either “no”
(NO).

;e above questions under FINANCGIAL INTERESTS Is “yes,”
Lescribe the circumstances on the last page of this form.

If the answer to any of th
check here ] (YES), and briefly
| ‘ I
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2 OTHER INTERESTS. ' ‘ _ _ . _
(a) Is the central purpose of the project for which this disclosure form is being prepared a cntical review and
evaluation of your.own wark or that of 3|,r ur employer?

2l obligations (e.g., as an officer of a scientific or engineering
blicly defend a previously established posilion on an issue that is
in this committee activity?

(b) Do you have any existing professic@
society) that effectively require you to p
relevant to the functions to lbe perfqrmie
(c) To the best of your knowledge,_y\ri_lli_ our participation in this commitiee activity enable you to obtain
access to a competitor's Iari potential cﬁ petitor's confidential proprietary information?
! |

(d) If you are or have ever been a NJ State employee, to the best of your knowledge are there any state
conflict of interest restrictions thatI ma{f e applicable to your service in connection with this committee
activity? T '

: I

(e) If you are a NJ State employee, afgyou currently employed by a state agency that is sponsoring this
project? If you are not a J State emp oyee, are you an employee of any other sponsor (e.g., 2 private
foundation) of this proje ; ?l {wls :
e

(f) If the committee activity for which tHi
contract, grant, etc. awards to be mat
sommon financial interests, or a famili
receiving or being considered for awa
this committee? [ ! :

|
(g) If the committee activity for whigh; his form is being prepared involves developing requests for
proposals, work statements, and/or sgecifications, elc.. are you Inferested in seeking an award under the
program for which the committee or.\T jhich you have been invited to serve is developing the request for
proposals, work statement, and/or specifications — or, are you employed in any capacity by, or do you
have a financial interest in or other i onomic relationship with, any person or organization that to the best
of your knowledge is 'rnlteire,sted ins | king an award under this program?

If the answer to all of the abpve questions under OTHER INTERESTS is either "no” or “not
applicable,” check he]naI XNO). |

s form is being prepared involves reviews of specific proposals for
by NJDEP, do you or others with whom you have substantial

| or substantial professional relationship, have an interest in

ds that are currently the subject of the review being conducted by

If the answer to any of the|above questions under OTHER INTERESTS is “yes,"” check here
[ ] (YES), and briefly describe_ the circumstances on the last page of this form,
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