The Environment and the NJ Student Learning Standards for Science (or, the NGSS)
(For more information go to: www.nj.gov/dep/seeds/NGSS/NGSS.htm)

Non-Formal Education Alignment Template

Is the Environmental Education Lesson or Program Congruent with NGSS?

Directions: Use this template to guide your review of a current lesson or program, or assist in developing new lessons or programs to ensure NGSS congruency. 
Name of Lesson or Program: ___________________________________________________________________
	This lesson or program will assist students in developing proficiency for (insert alphanumeric code of the Performance Expectation): ________________________________________________________________________

	A. Engage students in authentic and meaningful scenarios that reflect the practice of science and engineering as experienced in the real world and that provide students with a purpose (e.g., making sense of phenomena and/or designing solutions to problems).  

i. The context, including phenomena, questions, or problems, motivates students to engage in three-dimensional learning.

ii. Provides students with relevant phenomena (either firsthand experiences or through representations) to make sense of and/or relevant problems to solve.

iii. Engages students in multiple practices that work together with disciplinary core ideas and crosscutting concepts to support students in making sense of phenomena and/or designing solutions to problems.

iv.  Provides opportunities for students to connect their explanation of a phenomenon and/or their design solution to a problem to their own experience.

v. When engineering performance expectations are included, they are used along with disciplinary core ideas from physical, life, or earth and space sciences.
	What overarching phenomena will the students investigate in the lesson or program? (Use the criteria in the left column to describe the details of the phenomena students will investigate.)

	What question or problem will the students try to make sense of? (This should be a compelling question in student-friendly language.)

	I. Provide opportunities to develop and use specific elements of the disciplinary core idea(s) to make sense of phenomena and/or to design solutions to problems.
	Identify the specific Disciplinary Core Idea(s) (See Appendix E):


	II. Provide opportunities to develop and use specific elements of the practice(s) to make sense of phenomena and/or to design solutions to problems.
	Identify the specific Science and Engineering Practice(s) (See Appendix F):


	III. Provide opportunities to develop and use specific elements of the crosscutting concept(s) to make sense of phenomena and/or to design solutions to problems.
	Identify the specific Crosscutting Concept(s) (See Appendix G):


	Describe how the three dimensions listed above work together in the learning experience that you provide:



	Describe the evidence that will be produced by the students to demonstrate what they learned from the lesson: 



	Describe what is needed to improve this activity/lesson so that it is congruent with NGSS:
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