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June2007

NJDEP conductsemergency removal of rotting
wastesand contamination at meat rendering plant

Background

On June 12, 2007, the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection's(NJDEP) SiteRemedia-
tion Program mobilized its Bureau of Emergency
Responsetoaddresslargepilesof rottingmeat, bone
meal, drums of grease, petroleum wastes and soils
contaminatedwithblood and oil at theBerkowitz Fat
Company onBay Avenueinthelronbound sectionof
Newark.

OnJune8, 2007, aNew Jersey Superior Court judge
ordered the meat rendering plant (also known as
American Rendering Corporation) shut down in
responsetoal awsuitthat NJDEPhadfiled againstthe
company for failingtoaddressnumeroushealthand
environmental problemsat thefacility. Theseincluded
thefollowing:

* Renderinglargequantitiesof meat withoutanair
pollutioncontrol system

* Improperly managing/storing meat wastesand
petroleum products, causingdischargestotheair,
soil andgroundwater

» Burninggreaseinsteadof fuel oil intheboilerin
violationof itspermit

» Falingtoingtdl, cdibrateandoperaterequiredair
emissonmonitors

The Court granted NJDEP unfettered access to
stabilizethesiteand addressthegrosscontamination
issuesafter Berkowitz Fat Company failedtocomply
withthejudge’ sorder toremoveand properly dispose

of the piles of rotting meats, fats, bone meal and
associated wastesby 4 p.m. on June 11, 2007. The
company had alsofailed to comply with an order to
immediatelyimplement apest control programtocurb
theverminpopulationatthesite.

Current Status

Asof June22, 2007, NJDEPhad removed 398 cubic
yardsof meat waste. Thewastewaspicked up by a
waste hauler and will be incinerated. Petroleum
productsandother liquidwasteshavebeenpumpedor
olidified.

Anenvironmental contractor removed 10,000 pounds
of meat/oily dudges, 480 cubicyardsof soil saturated
withmeat parts, blood, fatandoil, and 21,366 gallons
of liquidwastes.

Each areaof thefacility isbeing secured to address
imminentthreststo publichealthandtheenvironment.
As vehicles and people leave the site, NJDEP is
decontaminating themwith bleach, soap and water.
V ehiclesarebeing pressuredwashed or steamcleaned.

NJDEPrepresentativeshaveworked 17 hour daysat
thefacility fortwoweeks, andwill continuetobeon-
sitefor several weeks.

For more information please contact
Gail Lemaldi, NJDEP Community
Relations Coordinator,
at (609) 292-0231
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