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RECYCLING AND WASTE MINIMIZATION WORKGROUP

March 19, 2012

PROPOSED DISCUSSION POINTS

What obstacles are limiting expanded commercial sector recycling?

Are there different barriers for different commercial settings, whether “main street” stores,
strip malls, etc.?

What should the department, or others, be doing to educate the business community on
recycling mandates, and how recycling can benefit the bottom line?

What are the economics regarding commercial sector recycling? It is an additional service to the
standard waste disposal service, but is there any “rule of thumb” regarding using the value of
the recyclables collected to offset the costs, and/or reduce the cost of waste disposal service?
Should the department be advocating that municipalities provide either drop off opportunities
for recycling to their businesses, or providing curbside recycling collection?

Are there significant amounts of commercial recycling occurring that are not being reported? If
so, how do we capture this?

At what point do we aggressively enforce recycling mandates? What should the role of the
state, counties and municipalities be in this effort?

Recommendations from the March 19, 2012 meeting

Rebrand Recycling- there is a general lack of attention in New Jersey about recycling at this time.
The Department should develop a theme or slogan and use various means to reeducate the
public about the many benefits of recycling, especially the economic benefits. Once theme is
developed, allow/require the towns (which have a statutory requirement to inform all persons
about recycling mandates twice yearly) to use this theme but tailor it to their purposes.

Related to the above- there is a general lack of awareness in the commercial sector about
recycling mandates. This needs to be changed through a combination of general
education/promotion, compliance assistance and enforcement where necessary.

Recycling reporting- some consensus that additional recycling is occurring in the commercial
sector that is not being captured by annual municipal recycling reports. One possible solution-
the Department currently has the means to capture all of the residential recycling tonnages, and
the towns could concentrate on getting recycling data for other generator sectors. The
Department can also assist by communicating statutory/regulatory recycling reporting
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requirements to generators (especially retail chains), transporters, in-state recycling centers and
markets.

Related to the above- the Department has moved to electronic reporting of recycling by the
towns, and should move to electronic reporting of all recycling and solid waste data.

Recycling coordinators-general feeling that many coordinators have several functions (DPW
director, etc.) and don’t know how to effectively perform the recycling coordinator function.
The Department should develop a “job specification” or minimum performance expectations
(taken from Recycling Act and regulations) and indicate that failure to perform could mean loss
of grant funds.

Enforcement- General consensus that there needs to be a clearly articulated statement on
expectations for enforcement at the municipal, county and state level.

Elected officials- general consensus that elected officials (decision makers) aren’t focused on
recycling, and aren’t aware of the savings and lost revenues that can accrue through increased
recycling. This message needs to get out to them.



