
MEETING #1 TOPICS: WASTE FLOW & REGIONALIZED COLLECTION-March 19, 2012 

What is waste flow and how is it administered? 
 
The Statewide Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP or Plan) requires every solid waste 
district (all 21 counties and the NJ Meadowlands) to update its district plan and submit it to the 
Department. These plans establish the framework for how solid waste will be managed within 
each district to meet the needs of every municipality within its area of jurisdiction.   
 
Each district is allowed to structure its Plan to meet its solid waste objectives subject to the 
approval of the Department, which has resulted in a variety of approaches with varying results.  
Several counties have elected to institute solid waste flow control to direct certain or all types of 
solid waste generated within the respective county to designated facilities to ensure sufficient 
capacity to operate an efficient and cost effective solid waste program in the county.   
Attachment #1 provides a summary of each county’s solid waste management system.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
Why is waste flow needed? Waste flow may be instituted to address county solid waste debt, but 
there are counties that have little to no debt, so the reason for waste flow may not be apparent. 
 
There are two market types in NJ; free market where solid waste utilities can pick & choose 
which disposal facilities to use and the waste flow market, in which utilities are required to use 
the disposal facilities designated in the district plan.  
How does waste flow stabilize the solid waste market? 
How does waste flow frustrate the solid waste market? 
 
What technologies exist that can be used to enhance waste flow compliance?  
 
Regionalized Collection: 
 
There are two separate issues in this topic area; the first deals with several solid waste collectors 
servicing the same street, at different times and days, and the second issue is regionalized 
collection for a region that is beyond geographical boundaries, which may consider regional 
capacity, transportation costs, and reducing emissions to the environment.  The latter issue will 
be addressed during the meeting about county planning. 
 
While about 83% of municipalities provide for solid waste collection services for its residents 
through contracts or using their municipal workers, 17% of municipalities require their residents 
to subscribe for private waste collection services.  Further, most commercial businesses must 
arrange for their waste collection services.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
 
What can be done by towns and/or by collectors to coordinate waste collection services? 
 
Can this be addressed through the district solid waste management plans? Ordinances? Etc? 


