Watershed Management Area 6
Upper and Mid Passaic, Whippany, Rockaway
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WMA 6 Partnerships:

> Great Swamp Watershed Association

» Passaic River Coalition

» Rockaway River Cabinet

» Ten Towns Great Swamp Watershed
Management Committee

>™Whippany River Watershed Action
Committee

Watershed Management Area 6 (WMA 6) represents the area drained by waters
from the upper reaches of the Passaic River Basin. This includes the Passaic River
from its headwaters in Morris County to the confluence of the Pompton River.

This area is situated in Morris, Somerset, Sussex and Essex Counties and includes
the Upper and Middle Passaic River,VWhippany River and Rockaway River
Watersheds. Extensive suburban development and reliance upon ground water
sources for water supply characterize this watershed.

The Upper Passaic River represents a significant source of drinking water for a
large portion of northeastern New Jersey. About one half of the land in this
watershed is undeveloped or vacant with the rest primarily residential and
commercial. This watershed has experienced key development in the more rural
undeveloped areas.

The land use patterns in the Rockaway River area are complex and include
wooded/vacant areas, parklands and residential development. There are also
some areas having industrial and commercial uses. Suburban development is on
the rise.

Urban/suburban development is causing the water quality of the Whippany River
to be degraded. Runoff from construction activity, stormwater discharges, urban
surfaces and the loss of riparian vegetation are suspected of contributing to
siltation in the river. This has resulted in reduction in the trout holding capacity
of the waterway.

This area has been severely impacted by urban/suburban development. The
quality of water is affected by these conditions. Sources such as construction
activities and urban runoff from storm sewers and urban surfaces have resulted in
siltation, high stream temperatures and losses of riparian vegetation.
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