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58:1A-13 NEW JERSEY STATEWIDE WATER SUPPLY PLAN (NJSA 58:1A-1) 

13. a. The department shall prepare and adopt the New Jersey Statewide Water Supply Plan, which plan shall be 

revised and updated at least once every five years. 

b. The plan shall include, but need not be limited to, the following: 

(1) An identification of existing Statewide and regional ground and surface water supply sources, both 

interstate and intrastate, and the current usage thereof; 

(2) Projections of Statewide and regional water supply demands for the duration of the plan; 

(3) Recommendations for improvements to existing State water supply facilities, the construction of 

additional State water supply facilities, and for the interconnection or consolidation of existing water 

supply systems, both interstate and intrastate; 

(4) Recommendations for the diversion or use of fresh surface or ground waters and saline surface or 

ground waters for aquaculture purposes; 

(5) Recommendations for legislative and administrative actions to provide for the maintenance and 

protection of watershed areas; 

(6) Identification of lands purchased by the State for water supply facilities that currently are not actively 

used for water supply purposes, including, but not limited to, the Six Mile Run Reservoir Site, with 

recommendations as to the future use of these lands for water supply purposes within or outside of the 

planning horizon for the plan; and 

(7) Recommendations for administrative actions to ensure the protection of ground and surface water 

quality and water supply sources. 

c. Prior to adopting the plan, including any revisions and updates thereto, the department shall: 

(1) Prepare and make available to all interested persons a copy of the proposed plan or proposed 

revisions and updates to the current plan; 

(2) Conduct public meetings in the several geographic areas of the State on the proposed plan or 

proposed revisions and updates to the current plan; and 

(3) Consider the comments made at these meetings, make any revisions to the proposed plan or proposed 

revisions and updates to the current plan as it deems necessary, and adopt the plan. 

d. Prior to the adoption of any revision to the New Jersey Statewide Water Supply Plan pursuant to this section, 

the department shall consult with the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council, established pursuant 

to section 4 of P.L.2004, c.120 (C.13:20-4), concerning the possible effects and impact of the plan upon the 

http://www.state.nj.us/dep/watersupply/pdf/njsa_58_1a_1.pdf
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Highlands regional master plan, adopted pursuant to section 8 of P.L.2004, c.120 (C.13:20-8l), and the water 

and other natural resources of the Highlands Region, as defined in section 3 of P.L.2004, c.120 (C.13:20-3). 

 

58:1A-13.1 MAINTENANCE OF STATE-OWNED LANDS IN THE SIX MILE 

RESERVOIR SITE AND OTHER UNUSED LANDS. 

3. a. The department shall take actions to assure that State-owned lands identified pursuant to paragraph (6) of 

subsection b. of section 13 of P.L.1981, c.262 (C.58:1A-13) shall be maintained in a manner to ensure that their 

future use for water supply purposes is not materially impaired or increased significantly in cost. 

b. Until State-owned lands identified pursuant to paragraph (6) of subsection b. of section 13 of P.L.1981, c.262 

(C.58:1A-13) are used for water supply purposes, these lands shall be dedicated to the protection of natural 

resources, including grasslands, wetlands, forests and reforestation, ecosystem improvement, natural ground 

water recharge, and agricultural purposes that are compatible with natural resource protection and water 

quality protection. The use of these lands shall be subject to the following conditions: 

(1) The lands may be used for open space recreational purposes to the extent that these uses do not 

impair natural or historic resource protection; 

(2) Except for the construction of walking paths or bicycle paths, or other structures for passive 

recreational uses in accordance with the purposes of this act, permanent structures and other impervious 

cover shall be less than two percent of the total land area. Permanent structures or extensive impervious 

cover shall not be constructed on those lands that would be used for water supply purposes;  

(3) The use of these lands for non-water supply purposes shall not impair the planned water supply use in 

any material way. Active recreation shall be allowed only outside the perimeter of any proposed water 

supply facilities, including, but not limited to, reservoirs, pipelines, canals, pumping stations or dams; 

(4) Passive recreation may be allowed within the perimeter of any proposed water supply facility; and  

(5) Agricultural uses shall be allowed in the most suitable sites based on soils, water quality protection 

and site configuration and shall be sited in a manner that protects the agricultural uses from significant 

interference and damage from recreational uses. All agricultural activities shall be conducted in a manner 

that will protect natural resources and water quality, as determined by the department in conjunction 

with the Department of Agriculture. 
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58:1A-13.2 EXISTING LEASE, AGREEMENT UNAFFECTED CONCERNING 

UNUSED LANDS. 

4.The provisions of section 3 of P.L.2003, c.251 (C.58:1A-13.1) shall not abrogate or in any way affect the terms or 

conditions of any lease or other agreement that is in effect on the date of enactment between the department 

and any party relative to the management of land identified pursuant to paragraph (6) of subsection b. of 

section 13 of P.L.1981, c.262 (C.58:1A-13), nor shall the provisions of P.L.2003, c.251 (C.58:1A-13.1 et al.) 

restrict the authority of the department to enter into or extend a lease or agreement to manage those lands, 

provided that any lease or agreement is consistent with the provisions of section 3 of P.L.2003, c.251 (C.58:1A-

13.1). 

 

58:1A-13.3 PREPARATION, ADOPTION OF REVISIONS, UPDATES TO NEW 

JERSEY STATEWIDE WATER SUPPLY PLAN. 

2. a. The department shall prepare and adopt appropriate revisions and updates to the current New Jersey 

Statewide Water Supply Plan no later than December 31, 2006 pursuant to the provisions of section 13 of 

P.L.1981, c.262 (C.58:1A-13). 

b. In its preparation of proposed revisions and updates to the current plan, the department shall consult with the 

New Jersey Water Supply Authority established pursuant to section 4 of P.L.1981, c.293 (C.58:1B-4) and the 

New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust created pursuant to section 4 of P.L.1985, c.334 (C.58:11B-4), as 

appropriate, as well as with the public and private water purveyors. 

 


