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Recent History for Didymo in the Delaware Basin
• “Stalked” diatom alga;  typically a “clean water” indicator  (cold 

temperatures, low nutrients)

• Independent discoveries in 2007 by ANSP (Dr. Marina Potopova)  &  
NYSDEC, including blooms in the E Br Delaware River below 
Pepacton Reservoir

• Many discoveries in 2007 throughout the Northeast

• Present in DRBC algal samples from 2007, 2008, 2009 at very low 
density in the mainstem Delaware River 

• Clearly an “invasive species” but uncertain whether present 
historically in the Delaware Basin  (complex story)

• 2012:  Blooms throughout mainstem Delaware River (April-May)



18-Apr-2012    Matamoras, PA  (RM 252) E.L.Silldorff photo



1-May-2012    Dingman’s Ferry, PA  (RM 238) E.Wentz photo



1-May-2012    Columbia, NJ  (RM 207) E.L.Silldorff photo



4-May-2012    Easton, PA  (RM 184) E.L.Silldorff photo



• Independent reports week of April 16th, 2012
• Upper Delaware mainstem, E Br & W Br (PADEP)
• Upper & Middle Delaware from above Lackawaxen R. to 

Dingman’s Ferry (DRBC)

• Follow-up surveys by NPS  & DRBC document  areas with high 
density blooms on mainstem from Hancock to the Lehigh R 
confluence

• Confirmed populations on the mainstem below the Lehigh R 
confluence down to Trenton, but low-stalk form without 
characteristic appearance

• Confirmed population in Dyberry Cr (PA tributary by PADEP)

2012 Surveys of “Bloom” Conditions on the Delaware R

Confirmed (but low-stalk form)



• Containment !!!
Spread the word
Clean & decontaminate gear

• Monitor phenology in the Delaware River  
(NPS, DRBC)

• Evaluate conditions in tributaries (NJDEP, 
PADEP, PFBC, NYSDEC)

Next Steps


