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Our objective in WaterSMART: 

To place technical information and tools in the 
hands of stakeholders, allowing them to answer 
two primary questions about water availability:

Does the Nation have enough freshwater to meet 
both human and ecological needs?

Will this water be present to meet future needs?



Report to Congress – Section 9508 (d) of P.L. 111-11:

1. The current availability of water resources in the United States,

2. Significant trends affecting water availability, including documented 
or projected impacts as a result of global climate change,

3. The withdrawal and use of surface water and groundwater by 
various sectors, 

4. Significant trends relating to each water use sector, including 
significant changes in water use due to the development of new 
energy supplies,

5. Significant water use conflicts or shortages that have 
occurred or are occurring,

6. Each factor that has caused, or is causing, a conflict or 
shortage.



Focused Water Availability Assessments

USGS created the concept of a 
“Geographic Focus Area Study”; 
a three year, $1.5 M assessment 
of water availability in a specific 
basin, to answer Congress’
questions



Three basins were selected:

The Apalachicola, Chattahoochee, Flint Rivers
The Colorado River
The Delaware River
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Workplan Writing Team

•Bill Coon – Hydrologic Modeling
•Jeff Fisher – Water Availability Stressors
•Susan Hutson – Water Use
•Marla Stuckey – Ecological / Sustainable Flows



Stakeholder Meeting
September  7 – 8, 2011   Shawnee-On-Delaware, PA

60 Stakeholder Organizations invited
Advanced input sought on issues
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The objective is to place the information and 
tools into stakeholders hands to answer the 

questions they are facing about water 
availability.
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