
National Water Quality National Water Quality 
Monitoring Council Monitoring Council 

(NWQMC)(NWQMC)
http://acwi.gov/monitoring/http://acwi.gov/monitoring/

•• National Conference every two National Conference every two 
yearsyears

•• Various work groups including Various work groups including 
–– Water Information Strategies (WIS)Water Information Strategies (WIS)
–– Methods and Data Comparability Methods and Data Comparability 

Board (MDCB) Board (MDCB) 
–– ComnunicationsComnunications and Outreach (C&O)and Outreach (C&O)

•• Recent design of National Recent design of National 
Monitoring Network (NMN) in Monitoring Network (NMN) in 
support of Oceansupport of Ocean’’s Commission s Commission 
ReportReport

–– Steering, Design, Inventory, Steering, Design, Inventory, 
MethodsMethods

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/network/index.htmlhttp://acwi.gov/monitoring/network/index.html
Eric Vowinkel, USGS
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MDCB ActivitiesMDCB Activities
http://acwi.gov/methods/http://acwi.gov/methods/

•• National Environmental Methods National Environmental Methods 
Index (NEMI)Index (NEMI)
http://acwi.gov/methods/nemi/http://acwi.gov/methods/nemi/
–– Add new methodsAdd new methods
–– Field methodsField methods
–– Statistical Statistical methdsmethds

•• Water Quality Data Elements Water Quality Data Elements 
(WQDE)(WQDE)
–– New publicationNew publication——Users guideUsers guide
–– Habitat elementsHabitat elements

•• Event MonitoringEvent Monitoring
–– Continuous monitoringContinuous monitoring
–– Stormwater monitoringStormwater monitoring



NMN Pilot StudiesNMN Pilot Studies
•• NWQMC/NMN Steering Committee NWQMC/NMN Steering Committee 

will form a subcommittee to work will form a subcommittee to work 
with Office of Science and with Office of Science and 
Technical Policy (OSTP) to work Technical Policy (OSTP) to work 
through through proecessproecess

•• NWQMC will announce Pilot Studies NWQMC will announce Pilot Studies 
to all 10 IOOS areasto all 10 IOOS areas

•• Pilot studies will proceed in two Pilot studies will proceed in two 
phasesphases
–– Phase 1: Evaluation of Existing Data Phase 1: Evaluation of Existing Data 

(no funds available)(no funds available)
–– Phase 2: Demonstration phase (funds Phase 2: Demonstration phase (funds 

will be available)will be available)

•• Will select 2 areas to go forward Will select 2 areas to go forward 
with Demonstration phasewith Demonstration phase——one one 
data rich and one data poor areadata rich and one data poor area



Previous NWQMC Previous NWQMC 
ConferencesConferences

http://acwi.gov/monitoring/confehttp://acwi.gov/monitoring/confe
rence/index.htmlrence/index.html

•• 1998: Reno, NV1998: Reno, NV
•• 2000: Austin, TX2000: Austin, TX
•• 2002: Madison, WI2002: Madison, WI
•• 2004: Chattanooga, TN2004: Chattanooga, TN
•• 2006: San Jose, CA2006: San Jose, CA
•• 2008: Philadelphia, PA2008: Philadelphia, PA



NWQMC Conference in NWQMC Conference in 
Philadelphia, PAPhiladelphia, PA

•• When: May 16When: May 16--21, 200821, 2008
•• Where: Pennsylvania Conference CenterWhere: Pennsylvania Conference Center

–– easily accessible by mass transport (air/train) easily accessible by mass transport (air/train) 
or car and many hotels adjacent to PACCor car and many hotels adjacent to PACC

•• Why:Why:
–– CostCost
–– NJWQCC interested in hostingNJWQCC interested in hosting
–– A perfect combination of waterA perfect combination of water--

quality/quantity issues in watersheds, quality/quantity issues in watersheds, 
estuaries, and coasts in the Delaware River estuaries, and coasts in the Delaware River 
Basin (urban and agricultural)Basin (urban and agricultural)

–– Delaware River Basin may be considered as a Delaware River Basin may be considered as a 
candidate for a NMN Pilot studycandidate for a NMN Pilot study

–– Many attractions are available for Many attractions are available for 
entertainmententertainment

•• Who: Who: 
–– NWQMC Communications and Outreach Work NWQMC Communications and Outreach Work 

Group plans conferenceGroup plans conference
–– Conference CoConference Co--Chairs: Chairs: 

•• Chuck Spooner (USEPA) Chuck Spooner (USEPA) 
•• Jawed Jawed HameediHameedi (NOAA)(NOAA)
•• Eric Vowinkel (USGS)Eric Vowinkel (USGS)



Organizations in support Organizations in support 
of NWQMC Conference in of NWQMC Conference in 
PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia
•• USGS in NJ and PA and NYUSGS in NJ and PA and NY
•• NOAANOAA
•• EPA Regions 3 and 2EPA Regions 3 and 2
•• NJWQCC NJWQCC 
•• NJDEPNJDEP
•• NJ Volunteer Monitoring Council NJ Volunteer Monitoring Council 
•• Delaware River Basin CommissionDelaware River Basin Commission
•• Delaware Estuary ProgramDelaware Estuary Program
•• MACOORAMACOORA
•• Philadelphia Water DepartmentPhiladelphia Water Department
•• Rutgers UniversityRutgers University

–– Institute of Marine and Coastal SciencesInstitute of Marine and Coastal Sciences
–– EnvironmentalEnvironmental SciencesSciences

•• NJ Sea GrantNJ Sea Grant











Location, Location, LocationLocation, Location, Location

•• Philadelphia Center cityPhiladelphia Center city
•• Route 95Route 95
•• Northeast corridor trainNortheast corridor train
•• Philadelphia airport and rail linkPhiladelphia airport and rail link



PACCPACC----Beautiful FacilityBeautiful Facility
(old PA RR train station)(old PA RR train station)



Conference FormatConference Format
•• Field trips (Sun and Field trips (Sun and ThTh p.m. or maybe F.)p.m. or maybe F.)
•• Opening Plenary (Mon a.m.)Opening Plenary (Mon a.m.)
•• Workshops (Mon a.m.)Workshops (Mon a.m.)

–– TrainingTraining
–– Special topicsSpecial topics

•• 8 concurrent abstract sessions (M,T,W,T) 8 concurrent abstract sessions (M,T,W,T) 
–– 8:308:30--10, 10:3010, 10:30--12:0012:00
–– 1:001:00--2:30, 3:002:30, 3:00--4:304:30
–– 4 abstracts per session (20 Min) ~ 500 abstracts4 abstracts per session (20 Min) ~ 500 abstracts

•• Posters (M,T,W,T) and T evening mixer ~150 or Posters (M,T,W,T) and T evening mixer ~150 or 
moremore

•• Vender exhibits (M,T,W,T)Vender exhibits (M,T,W,T)
•• Evening event (Wed)Evening event (Wed)
•• Closing Plenary (Th. Lunch)Closing Plenary (Th. Lunch)
•• Evening special sessionsEvening special sessions
•• Continental breakfast, lunchesContinental breakfast, lunches
•• Looking for ~$400 registration fee includes most Looking for ~$400 registration fee includes most 

meals but field trips extra (~$35meals but field trips extra (~$35--$50/person)$50/person)
•• Looking into possibility of having Water Environment Looking into possibility of having Water Environment 

Federation (WEF) as conference organizerFederation (WEF) as conference organizer



Pennsylvania Convention Pennsylvania Convention 
CenterCenter

•• Large facility in Center CityLarge facility in Center City
•• Based on proposed food costs Based on proposed food costs 

generated for conference the generated for conference the 
rentals for Exhibit Hall and rentals for Exhibit Hall and 
Breakout rooms are freeBreakout rooms are free

•• It is a union city so some set It is a union city so some set 
up costs may be higherup costs may be higher



PACC LayoutPACC Layout



Hotels, Hotels, HotelsHotels, Hotels, Hotels



Entertainment and ShoppingEntertainment and Shopping



Possible EntertainmentPossible Entertainment

•• Spirit of Philadelphia Cruise similar Spirit of Philadelphia Cruise similar 
to Chattanooga cruiseto Chattanooga cruise

•• Dinner at Ben Franklyn Institute Dinner at Ben Franklyn Institute 
like Monterey Tech Center like Monterey Tech Center 

•• Dinner at Camden Aquarium like Dinner at Camden Aquarium like 
Chattanooga AquariumChattanooga Aquarium

•• Colonial Philadelphia and Liberty Colonial Philadelphia and Liberty 
BellBell

•• Major or minor league baseballMajor or minor league baseball
•• Philadelphia Chinatown and Amish Philadelphia Chinatown and Amish 

market adjacent to PCCmarket adjacent to PCC
•• Plenty of shopping malls and storesPlenty of shopping malls and stores



CostCost——3 layouts3 layouts


