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The Improving Teacher Quality Grant Programs (Title II) are a major 
component of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  
 
Title II, Part B of ESEA authorizes the Mathematics and Science 
Partnerships (MSP) program.  
 
These programs encourage scientifically-based professional 
development as a means for improving student academic performance.  
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MSP is intended to increase the academic achievement of students in math 
and science by enhancing the content knowledge and teaching skills. 

Partnerships between high-need schools and the science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM) faculty in institutions of higher education 
are at the core of these improvement efforts.  

Additional partners may also include other public schools, charter schools, 
businesses, and non-profit or for-profit organizations concerned with 
math and science education.  

Nonpublic schools within the boundaries of any Priority, Focus or Title I 
local Education Agency (LEA) may participate directly in the program 
through the local public school district. Other private schools may participate 
as a secondary partner with the LEA. (see pp. 6-8 of NGO) 
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 Partnerships between math faculty in institutions of higher education 

and Priority, Focus and/or Title I Schools  

 enhance the content knowledge and teaching skills of classroom 
teachers and 

 increase the percentage of students who are Proficient or better on 
state administered exams. 

Additional partners may also include other public schools, charter schools, 
businesses, and non-profit or for-profit organizations. 

Nonpublic schools within the boundaries of any partner Local Education 
Agency (LEA) may participate directly in the program.  

 Nonpublic schools MUST be given an opportunity to participate. See 
pp. 6-8 for nonpublic school participation requirements. 
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 $2,200,000 (+/-) in MSP competitive grants  

 up to six awards with a maximum request of $367,700 

 two awards in each region  

 

 

 

 

1.1 Description of MSP 
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Northern Region Central Region Southern Region 
Bergen County 
Essex County 

Hudson County 
Morris County 
Passaic County 
Sussex County 
Warren County 

Hunterdon County 
Mercer County 

Middlesex County 
Monmouth County 
Somerset County 

Union County 

Atlantic County 
Burlington County 
Camden County 

Cape May County 
Cumberland County 
Gloucester County 

Ocean County 
Salem County 



The Department of Education has established a three-year project using 
federal funds, as follows:  
Year One:  July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014  

Year Two:  July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015  

Year Three: July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016  

1.1 Description of MSP 

Funds will be awarded by the New Jersey Department of Education to 
support proposals submitted by eligible partnerships that provide programs 
to increase the academic achievement of students in mathematics. 
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An eligible partnership is one that demonstrates deep and mutual 
engagement in the development and delivery of the professional development 
project. MSP projects must be comprised of: 

 Mathematics faculty (the applicant) the at an accredited 2 or 4 year 
college or university in New Jersey, and  

 one or more Priority, Focus or Title I schools.  

 
 The list of Priority and Focus schools can be found here: 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/reform/PFRschools/ 
 

 List of Title I Schools is available at: 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/title1/program/programs.shtml 
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In addition, the partnership may also include: 

a) schools that are not identified as Priority, Focus or Title I but have a 
demonstrated need for professional development; 

b) nonpublic or charter schools;  

c) other accredited colleges or universities as well as faculty from the unit 
responsible for the preparation of teachers (typically the college of 
education), or  

d) businesses, and non-profit and for-profit organizations with proven 
effectiveness in providing professional development for teachers of 
mathematics.  

http://www.nj.gov/njded/nonpublic 
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All grant recipients must have: 

 Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number  

 DUNS numbers are issued by Dun and Bradstreet  

 To obtain a DUNS number, go to http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/ 

 To register with the SAM database, go to www.sam.gov 
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 The U.S. Department of Education´s Mathematics and Science Partnerships 
program is administered by the Academic Improvement and Teacher Quality 
Program (AITQ) in the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(OESE) under the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Title II Part B.  

 The goal of the MSP program is to improve academic achievements of 
elementary and secondary students in math by increasing instructional 
quality. 

 The applicant’s project must be designed and implemented in conformance 
with all applicable state and federal regulations.  

 The MSP Grant is 100% funded under Title II Part B of NCLB, P.L. 107-
110.  
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 Due no later than 4:00 pm Thursday April 18, 2013 

 When submitting an application, the agency must use the EWEG online 
application system located at http://homeroom.state.nj.us/. 

 Each eligible applicant must have a logon ID and password to access the 
system.  Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) should send an email 
request to the EWEG Help Desk at: eweghelp@doe.state.nj.us. 

  

PLEASE NOTE: At least 24-48 hours are needed to enable set up for 
users. Users are urged to request access well in advance of the application 
due date. 
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 MSP applicants must provide a succinct overview of the evaluation 
design, identified measureable objectives (indicators), and the types of 
analysis to be performed.  
 

 Details regarding the external evaluation requirements are found in 
Section 2.2.  
 

 External evaluation is an external view of a project.  
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 Reimbursement requests made through EWEG 

 Reimbursements request are allowed after:  

 the application is marked “Final Approved,”  

 grantee has clicked on “Accept Award,” and 

 grantee has completed the Grant Acceptance Certificate information. 
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 New Jersey’s MSP Program is intended to support a comprehensive, 
sustained, and job-embedded approach to improving teachers’ 
effectiveness in raising student achievement.  

 MSP project will recruit cohorts of educators, on either an annual basis 
or for a three year project.  

 Successful projects will create professional development programs that 
focus on the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. 
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MSP projects will:  

A. Improve the participants’ content knowledge in mathematics. 

B. Improve the participants’ curriculum and teaching skills by ensuring that 
they can effectively implement the Key Instruction Shifts of the Common 
Core State Standards for Mathematics (Achieve). The three shifts are:  

1) Focus 

2) Coherence 

3) Rigor 

C. Provide approximately 100 hours of professional development annually. 
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MSP applicants are encouraged to refer to the following resources prior to 
developing their project activity plans. 
 
MSPNet resources contains resources that will assist with innovative ways to 
provide effective professional development for math teachers.  
http://www.ed-msp.net/ 
 
What Works Clearinghouse is an initiative of the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Institute of Education Sciences (IES), the What Works 
Clearinghouse (WWC) was created in 2002 to be a central and trusted source 
of scientific evidence for what works in education. 
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/default.aspx 

18 



I. Needs Assessment (5,000 characters) 
 Identifies and prioritizes specific professional learning needs of 

teachers. 

 Identifies specific strengths or weaknesses in teacher content 
knowledge and instructional practices.  

 Must be determined using current valid and reliable quantitative 
instruments.  

 Must include disaggregated student achievement data in mathematics 
for the targeted grades.  

 A narrative of an analysis of the data is to be included in the needs 
assessment. The table is to be uploaded into EWEG. 

 The results of the Needs Assessment are to be used to establish the 
goals and objectives for the proposed project.  
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II. Program Description  
A. Abstract (2,500 characters) 

 Provides a concise view of the proposed project and identifies: 
 professional learning needs of the participant teachers, 
 project goals and objectives, 
 proposed professional development activities, and an 
 overview of the external evaluation plan.  

 
 Identify the partners, number of teachers served, and the grade(s) that 

participants teach.  
 

 Conclude with the proposed cost per teacher per contact hour. 
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B. Scientifically-Based Research (SBR) (5,000 characters) 

 SBR provides an evidence-based rationale for the project’s model.  

 Model is informed by current research on effective professional 
development for teachers of mathematics, ELL and SpEd who provide 
or support instruction in mathematics. 

 Provide clear connections among the professional development needs, 
literature and the proposed activities.  

 The rationale is thoughtful, clear, concise, and focuses specifically on 
the proposed project.  

 SRB includes appropriate citations. The bibliography should be 
uploaded in EWEG. 
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C. Project Description (10,000 characters) 

C.1 Goals and Objectives for Year One:  
 The goals and objectives should be written with specific references to 

the Needs Assessment.  

 The objectives should relate to the anticipated outcomes of the 
professional development.  

C.2  Project Activity Plan for Year One:  
 Describe your comprehensive, sustained, and job-embedded  

professional development model.  

 Describe how the teachers of mathematics will engage with the 
Common Core State Standards in Mathematics.  
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C.3  Project Management Plan:  
 Reflects meaningful collaborations among project partners.  
 Describes the specific roles, responsibilities, and time commitments of the 

project management team members.  
 one teacher from each partner school can be included  

 
C.4 Sustainability:  
 Describes the plan for sustaining the professional development activities 

after the end of the three-year grant cycle. 
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The Partnership shall use MSP funds to create opportunities for enhanced and 
ongoing professional development of teachers of mathematics that improves their 
subject matter knowledge, teaching skills and coherence of instruction.  
An eligible partnership SHALL use MSP funds for one or more of the following 
activities: 
1. Establish and operate a mathematics Summer Institute, including follow-up 

training, for elementary and secondary school teachers of mathematics.  
2. Provide teachers of mathematics access to courses necessary for an 

Elementary with Subject Matter Specialization: Mathematics Grades 5 – 8 
Standard Certificate.  

3. Design “Train the Trainer” programs that prepare teachers of mathematics to 
provide professional development in their home school. 

4. Establish and support Professional Learning Communities (PLC) to provide 
the professional development necessary for teachers to become leaders of 
PLCs in their home schools. The PLCs should be initiated during the summer   

5.           and continue to meet frequently during the academic year.  
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Establish and operate a Mathematics Summer Institute, including follow-up 
training, for elementary and secondary school teachers of mathematics 
(including Special Education and ELL teachers as appropriate). The focus of 
the institute shall be the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for 
Mathematics and the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers (PARCC) Model Content Frameworks for Mathematics. 

The summer institute: 

 will be conducted for a period of not less than 2 weeks (70 contact 
hours); 

 will include opportunities for direct and meaningful interaction 
between participant teachers and higher education faculty; and 

 will provide for follow-up training during the academic year for a 
period of not less than four days.  
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Provide teachers of mathematics (including Special Education and ELL 
teachers as appropriate) access to credit bearing courses necessary for an 
Elementary with Subject Matter Specialization: Mathematics Grades      
5 – 8 Standard Certificate (Middle School Mathematics).  

 
Costs associated with coursework in social sciences (for example, 
Adolescent Psychology) are NOT permitted expenses.  
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Design “Train the Trainer” programs that prepare teachers of mathematics 
(including Special Education and ELL teachers as appropriate) to provide 
professional development in their home school and to assist other teachers.  
 These projects must include a mechanism to integrate the teacher's 

experiences from the summer institute into the provision of professional 
development and assistance.  

 The focus of “Train the Trainer” projects shall be the Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS) for Mathematics and the Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) Model 
Content Frameworks for Mathematics. 
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4. Establish and support Professional Learning Communities (PLC) to 
provide the professional development necessary for teachers to become 
leaders of PLCs in their home schools.   

 PLCs may include opportunities for teachers to collaborate with higher 
education faculty to study, learn and support one another as they make 
changes in classroom practices.  

 The focus of the PLCs shall be the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) for Mathematics and the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) Model Content 
Frameworks for Mathematics.  

 The PLCs should be initiated during the summer (35/65hours) and 
continue to meet frequently during the academic year (65/30 hours).  
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An eligible partnership may use MSP funds for one or more of the following 
activities in conjunction with required activities: 
 
 Support informal education facilities (museums, libraries, parks, not-for 

profits) to collaborate with the MSP project. 
 

 Support teacher participation in on-line and in-person professional 
development activities provided by professional organizations such as the 
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM). 
 

 Support teacher participation in state or national conferences organized by 
professional organizations such as NCTM. 
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III. External Evaluation (5,000 characters) 
 Each project shall develop an external evaluation plan that includes 

objectives that measure the impact of the activities on participants and 
their students.  

 Objective analyses and findings must be determined by either an 
external evaluator or an evaluator within a partner institution that is 
clearly separate and distinct from the MSP project’s leadership or their 
respective departments.  
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III. External Evaluation Continued 
 
Applicants must include the following items in their External Evaluation 
Plan:  
1. Identify the external evaluator. 

2. The research questions that the external evaluation seeks to answer.  

 Teacher gains in content knowledge  
 Proficiency levels on state-level assessments  
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III. External Evaluation Continued 
 

3. How the external evaluation will measure project outcomes.  

A. What instruments will be used in the external evaluation?  

B. How will the evaluator ensure that project staff are not to be involved 
in collection?   

C. How will comparison teachers be recruited?   

 MSPnet Toolbox and What Works Clearinghouse provide great 
evidence-based resources for developing and executing your 
external evaluation. 
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IV. Three Year Comprehensive Professional Development Plan       
(2,500 Characters) 

 Describe the vision for the three-year comprehensive professional 
development plan.  

 Applicants should outline the key activities that will be undertaken during 
second and third years of the project including timelines, responsible 
persons and estimated budgets for years two and three.  

 Describe how the project will minimize attrition of teachers from cohorts 
or how to recruit new cohorts annually. 

 Include strategies to increase the capacity of the partner school(s) to sustain 
the professional growth of participant teachers after the funding has 
expired. 
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IV. Commitment and Capacity of Partnership (2,500 Characters) 
 Describe the commitment and capacity for addressing the conditions 

and/or needs identified in the application, including the organizational 
support that exists for implementing the proposed project.  

 Describe the organizational resources (staff, facilities, equipment, funds, 
etc.) that will support successful project implementation. 

 Describe previous experience in implementing similar types of projects, as 
well as the outcomes of those projects. What worked, what didn’t and 
why?  

 If the organization does not have previous experience with similar types of 
project, explain why the proposed project will be successful.  
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2.3  Budget Design Considerations 
 

 The MSP program funds are to be used exclusively on costs associated 
with providing high quality, content-specific professional learning 
opportunities for teachers of mathematics in grades K-5, 6-8 and 9-12.  

 In general, it is expected that MSP project funds will be budgeted at a 
level of not more than $55 per teacher per contact hour.  

 Applicants should refer to Section 2.1 (pp. 12-13) and Section 2.2 (pp. 13-
18) of the Notice of Grant Opportunity to insure that proposed activities 
are within the scope of the required or permitted activities.  
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2.4  Budget Requirements 
 General guidance on how to construct the budget and how to construct 

budget entries are provided in the Discretionary Grants Application 
document, which is available at: 
http://www.nj.gov/njded/grants/discretionary/apps/dga.pdf.  

 All costs must comply with OMB Circular A-21, Section J.10.d and 
Section K.10.a. 

 Provide a direct link for each cost to the goals and objectives in the Project 
Activity Plan.  

 For any project staff member whose duties include both administrative 
and instructional services, two separate budget entries must be created.  
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2.4  Budget Requirements 
 For each budget entry, describe the services to be provided, the 

objective that it supports, and the cost basis for the funds requested.  

 For personnel, be sure to describe each benefit and its percentage 
when benefits other than FICA are being requested.  

 Costs for nonpublic teachers or any other nonpublic cost must be 
budgeted separately.  Be sure to check the Nonpublic box for those 
costs. PLEASE NOTE: MSP funds may not be used to pay for 
nonpublic school substitutes. 
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2.4  Budget Requirements 
 Grant funds must be used to supplement and not supplant existing 

efforts of the organization.  

 Federal funds cannot be used to pay for anything that a grant applicant 
would normally be required to pay for with either local, state, or federal 
funds or aid.  

 This requirement also covers services previously provided by a 
different person or job title. The exceptions are for activities and 
services that are not currently provided or statutorily required, and for 
component(s) of a job or activity that represent an expansion or 
enhancement of normally provided services. 
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2.4 Budget Requirements 

 School District Accountability Act (A5 or Chapter Law 53) places 
administrative requirements on the travel of school district personnel.   

 The applicant is urged to be mindful of these requirements as they may 
impact the ability of school district personnel to participate in activities 
sponsored by the grant program.   

 It is strongly recommended that the applicant work with the LEA business 
administrator when constructing the budget.  

 The NJDOE applies the A-5 restrictions uniformly to all grantees. Unless 
otherwise specified, the following restrictions apply to all grant programs: 

 No reimbursement for in-state overnight travel (meals or lodging), 

 No reimbursement for meals on in-state travel, and 

      Mileage reimbursement is capped at $.31/mile 
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2.4  Budget Requirements 

 The NJDOE will disallow all ineligible costs, as well as costs not 
supported by the Project Activity Plan. These funds will not be eligible for 
reallocation.  

 A maximum of ONE formal round of pre-award revision will be 
conducted. Grant award amounts will be based on the budget entries that 
are approvable after that one round.  
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Maximum Eligible Costs 

Project Management Salaries: Non-Instructional services (budget line200-
100) are not to exceed 10 % of the total award. For budget entries that 
represent administrative costs, be sure to check “Administrative” in the Cost 
section of that budget entry.  

For individuals who have both administrative and professional development 
responsibilities, two budget entries must be made. 

External Evaluation Services: A maximum of 10% of the total award can be 
used for external evaluation services. Projects are strongly encouraged to 
collaborate and secure the services of a common vendor.  
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Maximum Eligible Costs 

 

Institution of Higher Education Faculty: All faculty costs must be 
reasonable and necessary to implement the project’s activities.  

 Budget entries must include clear and specific links to the Project Activity 
Plan.  

 A memo signed by the Vice President, or their designee, certifying that the 
cost basis for salaries and fringe benefits are in compliance with OMB 
Circular A-21, Section J.10.d and Section K.10.a. The memo must be 
uploaded in EWEG as part of the application. 
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Maximum Eligible Costs 
 
Consultant and Contracts: Not to exceed $850 per full day for professional 
services.  
 Consultants are non-employees of the lead agency.  
 Consultant expenses should be calculated according to the state 

regulations governing travel and lodging expenses.  
 
For each budget entry under the Supply & Other tabs use the Description 
boxes to describe what the cost is, the need for it, and its relation to the grant 
program.   
 Be sure to explain what the amounts in the How Many and Cost per Unit 

boxes represent.  
 If the amounts in those boxes represent a calculation, describe that 

calculation in the Description box. 
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Maximum Eligible Costs 
 
Project Management Professional Development: Project Directors and one 
other staff member are required to attend Annual MSP Regional Meetings 
that are conducted by the United States Department of Education. MSP should 
be budgeted to support these travel expenses. Typical cost for registration, 
transportation, lodging and per diem averages $2,000 per person. 
 
Project Directors and key personnel are also required to attend one initial 
state training session and up to four (4) project director meetings annually. 
MSP funds should be budgeted for these events. 
 
Teachers’ Stipends: The grant program's maximum allowable contribution to 
teacher stipend is $2,000 for each participant who successfully completes all of 
the project’s activities and requirements.  
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Maximum Eligible Costs 
 

Tuition: Annual tuition payment (payable to the IHE where the credits will be 
earned) (200-500) for up to 15 undergraduate or graduate course credits is 
permissible if the course and participant meet all four of the following criteria: 

 the course is directly related to the MSP participants’ professional 
development plan; 

 the course will lead to the completion of an accredited undergraduate or 
graduate education program; 

 the participant successfully completes the course with a grade of B or 
better; and 

 the tuition for a course is not already provided by the LEA.  
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Maximum Eligible Costs 

Travel: Travel expense reimbursement is limited to the state-approved rate of 
$ .31 cents per mile. Meals and in-state overnight lodging is prohibited. A-5 
Travel regulations apply to both project employees and participants. 

Mileage reimbursement budget entries must describe the relation to the 
grant of the traveler(s) and the grant-related purpose(s) of the travel, as 
well as a brief explanation of how the number of miles was calculated. 
Mileage must be a separate budget entry.  

When requesting conference travel costs such as airfare, lodging, and 
meals, create separate entries for each conference. Gsa.gov rates will be 
used at the time of travel for all conference travel costs.  

 Identify the relationship of the traveler to the grant. (There should be a 
corresponding conference registration entry).   
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Maximum Eligible Costs 

 Itemize travel costs a on a per person basis.   

(number of people x number of days x meal per diem)  ________ 
 

+ (round trip coach air or rail fare + lodging) ________ 
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Maximum Eligible Costs 

Materials and Supplies: Funds may be used only for materials and supplies 
associated with the professional learning of teachers.  

Restricted Indirect Costs: Eight percent (8%) of the award is the 
maximum restricted, indirect cost allowed.  

 The Restricted Indirect Costs are defined as the total direct costs minus 
equipment and sub-grants.  

 Restricted Indirect Costs are only allowable with current documentation of 
a current federally approved indirect cost rate from the applicant’s 
cognizant federal agency.  

 Documentation must be uploaded in EWEG as part of the application. 
Refer to the Discretionary Grants Application (DGA) document, page 18 
– Form F, for more information on requesting indirect costs.  
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Ineligible Costs 

 
 
 Costs associated with writing the 

application  

 Costs that are not directly related to 
the professional development 
activities, external evaluation, or 
are not supported by the NGO 

 Substitute teachers in nonpublic 
schools 

 Supporting the research of 
individual scholars or faculty 
members 

 Classroom instructional materials 

 Purchase of equipment (e.g. Smart 
boards, computers, podcast 
equipment, printers, camcorders) 
capital improvements or facilities 
rental 

 Supporting travel to out-of-state 
professional meetings, unless it is 
demonstrated that attendance at a 
meeting will directly and 
significantly advance a project 

 Costs associated with coursework 
in social sciences (for example, 
Adolescent Psychology)  
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3.1 General Instructions for Applying 
 
To apply for a grant under this NGO, applicants must prepare and submit a 
complete application. Applications must be submitted using the online EWEG 
system found at http://homeroom.state.nj.us/ 
 
EWEG Application for the Mathematics and Science Partnership 
Program is scheduled to launch Monday April 1, 2013. 
 
 Applications are due no later than 4:00 pm Thursday April 18, 2013 
 
Paper copies of the application will not be accepted.  
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 Review of  the Applications 

 Reviewers will use the selection criteria found in Part I: General 
Information and Guidance of the Discretionary Grants Applications 
(DGA) to review and rate applications according to how well the content 
addresses Sections 1 and 2 in this NGO.  

 The scoring guide can be found as Appendix D of this Notice of Grant 
Opportunity.  

 Please be advised that in accordance with the Open Public Records Act 
P.L. 2001, c. 404, all applications for discretionary grant funds as well as 
the evaluation results associated with these applications, and other 
information regarding the competitive grants process, will become matters 
of public record upon the completion of the evaluation process, and will 
be available to members of the public upon request. 

 Applications must score 65 points or above to be eligible for funding. 
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Application Component Score Point Value 

NEEDS ASSESSMENT    10 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  
A. Abstract (2 pts.) 
B. Scientifically Based Research (5 pts.) 
C. Project Description  

1. Goals and Objectives (10 pts.)  

2. Project Activity Plan for Year One (15 pts.) 

3. Project Management Plan (3 pts.) 

4. Sustainability (10 pts.) 

A   

45 

B.    

C.    

1   

2   

3   

4   

EXTERNAL EVALUATION PLAN   15 
THREE YEAR COMPREHENSIVE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN   

10 

COMMITMENT AND CAPACITY OF THE PARTNERSHIP   10 
YEAR ONE BUDGET    10 
TOTAL    100 

Scoring rubric is included as Appendix D of the NGO. 
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