
 

 
 

 

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

MONTH 2015 

CTE Month® is an annual celebration held in February of 

CTE community members’ achievements and 

accomplishments nationwide. The New Jersey 

Department of Education’s Office of CTE is highlighting 

events and activities to raise awareness of the critical role 

that CTE has in preparing students for a rapidly changing 

workplace and world.  

 

Celebrating CTE Month! 
 

Here are examples of ways that you can celebrate:   

 Open house to showcase CTE programs   

 Career exploration day for students  

 Participating in or organizing Career Technical Student 

 Organizations (CTSO) events and activities 

 Meetings with businesses and local and county officials 

 You can find additional resources for promoting CTE Month on the Association of Career & 
Technical Education (ACTE) website. 

 

What Are Schools in NJ Doing? 
 

Bergen County Technical Schools 

Bergen County Academies (BCA) 

 February 10: Career Day - The Bergen County Academies will host 95 professionals for their 
annual Career Day.  Career mentors will gather with career-focused teachers to discuss industry 
trends. Mentors will also host four small-group sessions with students who are interested in 
their career.   

 
Paramus Tech 

 CTE videos documenting the progress of each technical area running on Bergen Daily, 
www.bergen.org, and posted to Bergen Tech YouTube channel. 

 Intersection of Black History Month and CTE Month, highlighting the contributions of African 
Americans to each technical area. 

 February 27: CTE Fair (which will be live streamed) as culmination of CTE week on February 27. 
The fair will emphasize the latest technology and innovation in each technical area. 

 
Bergen Tech @Teterboro 

 In February, the Intro to Business Management class will enter an online competition, The Stock 
Market Game, which requires students to assemble a short-term trading portfolio.   

 February 27: Aerospace Engineering students will use a catapult system and trim tabs to get 
their gliders ready to compete for the longest flight. The purpose of the balsa wood glider 
project is to teach the students how to design, develop, and modify a glider to sustain straight 
and level flight. 

https://www.acteonline.org/ctemonth/#.VNOjpZ3F-7Y
http://www.bergen.org/


 

 
 

 February 27: Students in the Strategic Asset Management program will consider two opposing 
approaches to investing - value vs. momentum - and be asked to assess the advantages and 
pitfalls of each. They will then construct risk-management strategies that allows for 
participation in each, with a suitable risk/reward trade-off. 

 

Burlington County Institute of Technology (BCIT) 

Medford Campus 

 February 2-6: Discovery Week - During this special week eighth grade students from Burlington 
County sending districts will be transported to tour their campuses and CTE areas. 

 February 5 and 6: Performing Arts Dance Winter Showcase. 

 February 20: Dinner Murder Mystery Theatre  

 February 24, 7-9 p.m. (snow date, Feb. 26): Discovery Night - this event will allow an 
opportunity for potential students and their families to tour the campus, CTE shop areas, and 
meet BCIT faculty and students. 
 

Westampton Campus 

 Advertising, Art & Computer Graphics students will be designing a flyer promoting BCIT’s CTE 
program offerings.   

 February 2-6: Discovery Week - During this special week eighth grade students from Burlington 
County sending districts will be transported to tour their campuses and CTE areas. 

 February 24, 7-9 p.m. (snow date, Feb. 26): Discovery Night - this event will allow an 
opportunity for potential students and their families to tour the campus, CTE shop areas, and 
meet BCIT faculty and students. 

 
Camden County Technical Schools  
Gloucester Township Campus 
Pennsauken Campus  

 February 11, 2015,* 6:30-9:00 p.m.: Camden County Technical Schools (CCTS) are opening their 
doors to the public and highlighting “Careers Through The Years—Past, Present, and 
Future.”  Each career area will show what the career looked like in the past, what it looks like 
now, and what it may look like in the future.   

 
Visitors are encouraged to come and see how our work world has changed over the 
years.  Academic classrooms will also be open to show the work that the students do to prepare 
them for college and career success.   In addition, there will be an information session regarding 
the programs available at CCTS for parents and their seventh or eighth graders to attend at 7 
p.m. Tours of the campus will be offered at the end of the meeting.   

 
Contact Information: 856-767-7000, ext. 5415; admissions@ccts.net 
*Inclement weather date, February 12.  
 
CCTS Locations: 
Gloucester Township Campus of CCTS 
Cafetorium 
343 Berlin Cross Keys Road 
Sicklerville, NJ 08081 
 

Pennsauken Campus of CCTS 
Auditorium 
6008 Browning Road 
Pennsauken, NJ 08109

 



 

 
 

Cape May County Technical High School  

 Just the facts!  The CTE students of Communication Arts Technology are producing “CTE Video 
Moments”, adding sights and sounds to the CTE fact-of-the-day. Select ads will air in homeroom 
daily, and will air on the classroom-to-community cable television channel on Comcast Cable. 

 Lights, Camera, Fashion! (February 27)  In a multi-CTE interdisciplinary event, a learning team 
will plan, prepare and host an evening Prom Fashion Show.  Hosted by the Key Club and the 
National Honor Society, the CTE programs of Entertainment Production, Communication Arts, 
Graphic Design, Cosmetology, Agriscience and Culinary Arts join forces in this standing-room 
only event.  

 Advisory member out in the cold! (February 12) Advisory Member and local entrepreneur, 
Chef Doug Gomersall will demonstrate the Art of Carving Ice. 

 The Pre-Engineering CTE program ‘engineered’ three project culminations to occur in CTE 
month this year: 

○ How it works!  Pre-engineering Level I students will be displaying and presenting their 
reverse engineering projects.  The students will create a poster with the device they 
reverse engineered and a computer model of the object.  It will also include any analysis 
and improvements on the object and what they think should be redesigned to improve 
the product.  

○ Robot Revolution!  Pre-engineering Level II students will be using their engineering skills 
to design, build, test, and analyze an automated manufacturing process that can "see" 
and sort materials from a jumbled mess. 

○ Pitch Perfect: Senior Engineering Design and Development Project Proposals are slated 
for CTE month. The Level III Pre-Engineering seniors will pitch their product ideas along 
with presentations of the research and development the students have performed so 
far this year.  The presentations will include critiquing by the Pre-Engineering Career 
Advisory Council members. 

 As part of CTE month and National FFA week, the Cape May Tech FFA Chapter officers and 
other key stakeholders will host an FFA week luncheon (February 27) in the American Bounty 
Café, and implemented by our Culinary Arts CTE program of study. The event will serve to 
recognize advisory council member contributions and other members’ accomplishments. 

 

Cumberland County Technical Education Center 

 February 2-10: Students are researching and preparing engaging presentations for staff, Board 
members, parents, and program advisory members. The presentation will involve displays of 
skilled workmanship being done in their classroom, as well as personal stories of appreciation 
for those who have helped shape their future. 

 

Hunterdon County Polytech Career & Technical School 

 Celebration of CTE Month began at Polytech’s Annual Open House on January 24, followed with 
a Freeholder Proclamation on February 3 designating February as CTE Month.  

 A host of other special activities are scheduled to take place throughout the month such as 
information sessions, school tours, speakers from local businesses, as well as the Tuesday night 
adult culinary dinners beginning on February 24.  

 



 

 
 

Jackson Liberty High School 

 Students in the Child Development program are gaining real-world experience using the Love to 
Care baby simulator in the classroom.  As part of the course work in the “Living with Children” 
class, students are required to care for a “baby” for one week.  Many students reported that 
their perspective on child care was greatly changed by working with the baby.   

 

Mercer County Technical Schools 

 February 4: Annual CTE Month Luncheon, Sypek Center - Culinary Arts and Baking and Dining 
students have teamed up to create a delectable French tasting menu.  Our 2014 Business Partner 
of the Year, KNF Neuberger, will be presenting to the attendees about the engineering/advanced 
manufacturing careers in Mercer County.  High school guidance counselors, Child Study Team 
members, business partners and others will be in attendance.  

 February 9 (Assunpink) & 12 (Sypek): SkillsUSA Local Competition Awards Ceremony - A special 
awards ceremony will be conducted for the students who participate in the local SkillsUSA 
Competitions in January.  

 February 11: General Advisory Meeting – Presentation of Career Success Award - At this 
meeting of the General Advisory Committee, a Career Success Award will be presented to one 
successful graduate. 

 February 19: District Information Session - The District will host an information session for 
prospective students and their families interested in learning more about career and technical 
education programs for high school students. This event is open to the public. 

 February 24 (or 26): Mercer County Freeholder Meeting Presentation - In celebration of CTE 
Month, we will present our Business Partner of the Year and Career Success Award honoree to 
the County Freeholder Board at a formal meeting.  

 

Middlesex County Vocational and Technical Schools 
Academy for Allied Health and Biomedical Sciences Campus 

 Daily announcements– Each morning on the announcements a fact of the day will be shared 
with the student body.  This fact will be focused on CTE education as well as allied health and 
biomedical sciences. 

 Students will participate in the District-wide Tech Expo (Innovation Challenge)  
 
Academy for Science, Mathematics and Engineering Technologies Campus: 

 Announce a brief historical fact commemorating a selected engineer from history each day in 
February. 

 Students will participate in the District-wide Tech Expo (Innovation Challenge)  
 
East Brunswick and East Brunswick Career Development Campuses: 

 Culinary Arts students will host the annual Chili Cook-Off. 

 Students will participate in the District-wide Tech Expo (Innovation Challenge)  
 
Perth Amboy Campus 

 The Computer Applications for Business Shop will discuss proper etiquette when searching for a 
job through presentations and mock interviews. 

 Students will participate in the District-wide Tech Expo (Innovation Challenge)  



 

 
 

 
Piscataway and Piscataway Career Development Campuses 

 Dress for Success Day - Students will dress appropriately for work and the best dressed 
male/female will receive recognition. 

 Students will participate in the District-wide Tech Expo (Innovation Challenge)   
 

Morris County Vocational School District 
Throughout the Month 

 Morning announcements will feature astounding CTE facts and inspiring stories about MCVSD's 
classroom innovators. 

 Local businesses and others from the community will be invited to tour MCVSD's campus.  
February 2 

 Students will be creating a school-wide banner with comments that complete the phrase, "I 
love CTE because..." 

Week of February 9 

 Prospective students are invited to shadow our CTE programs, talk with our students and 
instructors, and see our shops and facilities. 

 On 2/9, Representatives from BMW will visit our automotive students for a presentation on 
employment and post-secondary opportunities with BMW, and a demonstration of the new 
BMW i3. 

February 19 

 Chef Anton Testino, celebrity chef and MCVSD alumni, will be doing a presentation and 
demonstration for the students in our culinary arts, food services, and retail and supermarket 
careers programs. 

Week of February 23 – Tech Exchange Week 

 Students will have the opportunity to experience a CTE program other than their own to raise 
money to help support SkillsUSA and the American Welding Society student chapter. 
Participating students will donate $5.00 to visit another shop for an hour and share in a fun 
activity of that shop.  

 

Monmouth County Vocational School District 
Academy of Law and Public Safety (ALPS) 

 ALPS will conduct several open houses for students, parents, and sending school counselors 
who are interested in receiving more information about the school.   
 

Biotechnology High School 

 BioBusiness students will be working on creating their own business based on a life science 
intellectual property. 
 

Career Center 

 Students will compete within the shop to practice and display their vocational skills. 

 The exploratory class will take part in a "shop fair."  Students in the exploratory class will set up 
information tables throughout the commons. Students and family members will have an 
opportunity to see work being done and get information on all the vocational programs 
offered. 



 

 
 

CLASS Academy 

 CLASS will host the Waters & Sims At Risk Youth Program that will speak to students regarding 
“What Employers Look For” and will also present information regarding transition to 
employment. 
 

Culinary Education Center 

 February 2: SKILLSUSA Wedding Cake Competition  

 February 3: Cooking Demonstration  

 February 4: Bakery Demonstration  

 February 5: Dining Room Demonstration  
 

High Technology High School 

 An alumnus of HTHS (1995) will speak to students about the software application he developed 
and became the foundation of his company. 
 

Marine Academy of Science and Technology 

 Junior students will participate in the Monmouth University Interactive Health Career Toolkit.   
 

Shared Time 

 Thursday Open Houses through the month for parents and students who are interested in 
receiving more information about our programs.   

 The cosmetology classes will offer one day of Friends and Family haircuts and/or styling. 

 Auto students will offer service checks and oil changes for Friends and Family. 
 

Mount Olive High School  

 February 10: Job Shadow program – 220 students will spend the day with a mentor at a local 
workplace. Students will be exposed to a variety of fields/industries, such as Accounting, 
Education, Genetics, Management, Plumbing and Television Production. 

  
Somerset County Vocational & Technical High School (SCVTHS) 

 February 7 (snow date 2/21): Eighth Annual Open House from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. During the 
event, faculty, staff and student ambassadors will be available to answer questions, as well as 
provide information on each of the seventeen Career and Technical Education Programs 
available at SCVTHS.  Some highlights of the day include campus tours, a full review of all 
academic offerings, and program demonstrations.  In addition, hors d'oeuvres will be served by 
Culinary Arts students and guests can meet with the advisors of SCVTHS sports teams, 
extracurricular activities, and clubs. All interested guests are encouraged to pre-register for this 
event online or call 908-526-8900, ext. 7243.   

 
Union County Academy for Allied Health Sciences 

 The Academy for Allied Health Sciences is committed to infusing the vocational mission of the 
school into all student courses.  An example of how this commitment is practiced is an 
interdisciplinary project planned by the faculty that includes two grades, multiple subjects, and 
a planned field trip to the Museum of Natural History. The Museum of Natural History is 
currently running a special exhibit called Countdown Zero: Defeating Disease.  This exhibit 

http://www.scvths.org/forms.cfm?myform=5662


 

 
 

explores the social, political, technological, economic, and scientific challenges that surround 
the efforts to eradicate the Guinea Worm disease in Africa. Health science students will analyze 
the many facets of caring for patients and examining potential cures and developments in 
research related to this topic.   
  

Career & Technical Student Organization (CTSO) Events 
DECA 

 A social media campaign to share information on CTE and provide information to 
representatives in Congress about CTSOs.   

 
Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) 

 February 8: FCCLA @ the Table - Members will take a pledge online and share a meal with their 
family. Through the pledge, members are to take a picture and post it on either Instagram or 
Twitter with the #FCCLA@theTable and tagged NJ_FCCLA. 

 February 9: Media Blitz day – Members use social media to increase awareness of FCCLA.  

 February 10:  Advocacy Day - Members will promote their chapters and increase their 
membership. 

 


