
 Technical Assistance Questions and Answers  

 

1. Q. Would a provider in an Abbott district, but serving non-Abbott non-
resident children, be eligible for the PQEA? 

A.  No, only those providers in non-Abbott districts are eligible to apply. 

2. Q.  Would a program be eligible if a district has self-contained 
classrooms and the children meet the 75 percent poverty critieria? 

A.  Yes. 

3. Q.  If two sites want to collaborate, and together their average of children 
at or below poverty level is 75 percent, are they eligible for the PQEA? 

A.  No, each site has to be 75 percent at or below the poverty level. 

4. Q.  Does the poverty level include children that qualify for reduced 
lunch? 

A.  No, only children that qualify for free lunch are eligible. 

5. Q.  Do you need to be linked to a school district to apply? 

A.  No. 

6. Q.  Does it matter if an agency is for profit or non-profit in order to 
apply? 

A.  No. 

7. Q.  Can a provider collaborate in submitting an application with another 
agency that is outside of its community/county? 

A.  Yes, as long as the collaborating agency/LEA is located in a non-Abbott 
community. 

8. Q.  Can Abbott-eligible children whose families prefer to travel to a non- 
Abbott location be included? 

A.  No. 

 



 

9. Q.  Can providers use the funding for tuition reimbursement, books/fees, 
and mileage for teachers to become certified? 

A.  Yes. 

10. Q.  Can teachers who participate in the program be at any level of their 
training?  Also, can funding be used to obtain masters and doctoral 
degrees? 

A.  Yes. As long as the professional development is related to improving 
preschool program quality. However, the use of funding to obtain doctoral 
degrees will be considered a low-priority activity. 

11. Q.  This is a one-year award.  Can a teacher start a training/degree 
program with the PQEA, that takes two years to complete?   

A.  Funds can only be used from the PQEA used during the first year.  Funds 
from other sources will need to be used in the second year.  Committing to a two-
year program does not obligate funding from the PQEA.  All funding must be 
obligated by January 31, 2009 and expended by March 31, 2009. 

12. Q. Does this award provide funding for non-teaching staff professional 
development? 

A.  Yes, as long as the professional development is related to improving 
preschool program quality. 

13. Q.  Can the award be used to pay for substitute teachers when teachers 
are out of the classrooms for professional development? 

A.  Yes. 

14. Q.  Can the PQEA be used to pay teacher stipends for after-school or 
summer training?   

A.  Yes. 

15. Q.  Is the classroom size mandated at 15 to 18 students?   

A.  No, but sites with classrooms in this range are preferrred. 

 



16. Q.  Would providers be eligible to apply for the PQEA if they have 
special eduction students that are out of the classroom for 2 to 2.5 hours 
per day? 

A.  Yes, these sites can apply but must meet the 75 percent requirement without 
counting these children. 

17. Q.  Will letters of support be required if you are not collaborating? 

A.  No. 

18. Q.  What documentation is required to support that providers are 
eligible? 

A.  See Appendix A of the NGO. 

19. Q.  When does the funding have to be spent? During the grant period? 

A.  The funding must be encumbered during the grant period (2/1/08-1/31/09).  

20. Q.  Are indirect costs allowable for this grant? 

A.  No. 

21. Q.  What form of electronic submission will be acceptable to submit 
with the hard copies? 

A.  Any format is acceptable (3.5 diskette or CD). 

22. Q.  What is the difference between supplanting and supplementing? 

A.  Supplanting would be using the PQEA funding for an exsiting expense that 
has been charged to another source of funding in the past.  Supplementing 
would be to add or initiate a new program and to use the PQEA funding to fund 
the new program/initiative.   

23. Q.  Where are the Abbott standards located on the internet? 

A.  www.nj.gov/education/ece/ 

24. Q.  Can you submit only one application for a provider that has more 
than one site?  If so, will more than one Appendix A form need to be 
submitted? 



A.  Yes, the narrative must describe how each site will benefit and use the funds.  
The Eligibility Form (Appendix A) and other relevant documents are required for 
each site. 

25. Q.  Can the funding be used to extend the duration of days in school 
beyond the 160 days? 

A.  No, the activity must be related to improving the quality of the program.  

26. Q.  Will priority be given to fund programs in certain geographical 
locations to make sure the money is equitably distributed? 

A.  No, funds will be distributed in rank order based on a cut-off score of 65 until 
all funds have been expended or there are no other programs that qualify. 

27. Q. What is the Federal Express mailing address? 

A.  Department of Education, Application Control Center, 100 Riverview Plaza, 
Trenton, NJ  08625. 

28. Q.  What is considered equipment on the PQEA?   

A.  Equipment is defined as any item that is at or over $2,000 (i.e. classroom 
computers and playground equipment).  Funding requests for equipment items 
will require quotes from vendors.  

29. Q.  Will a provider be able to purchase a bus with the funding? 

A.  No. 

30. Q.  What documents can be used to confirm eligibility? 

A.  Refer to  Appendix A of the NGO. 

31. Q.  Is there a cut-off date for when the children must turn three? 

A.  The funds are available for programs that serve children turning three or four 
by the school district’s cut-off date during the 2007-2008 school year (e.g. 
October 1, 2007). 

32. Q.  Must the agency submitting an application show that it has been in 
existence for a certain period of time? 

A.  No, but preschool providers must have a current DHS license. 



33. Q.  When will we be notified that we have been selected to receive a 
grant? 

A.  Every applicant will receive written notification regarding its status in mid-
January. 

 


