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QUALIFIED EARLY CHILDHOOD INNOVATION PARTNERS
Due Date
September 25, 2014
	INSTRUCTIONS: 

Please use this Microsoft Word document for your response. If you are viewing it on the Internet, be sure to save it to your computer. Responses may be typed into fill-in areas only. These areas will automatically expand, as needed, to accommodate text. 
Submit the application, including the original hard-copy and two electronic copies (one formatted in Microsoft Word or similar rich text format and one in PDF) by 4:00 P.M. on September 25, 2014. 

Mailing Address
Courier Service Address
New Jersey Department of Education
Office of School Innovations
100 River View Plaza
P.O. Box 500
Trenton, NJ 08625-0500
New Jersey Department of Education
Office of School Innovations
100 River View Plaza
Trenton, NJ 08625



The New Jersey State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, religion, creed, disability, marital status, veteran status, national origin, race, gender, genetic predisposition or carrier status, or sexual orientation in its educational programs, services and activities. 
1.0 GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.1 PROGRAM SUMMARY

The New Jersey Department of Education (“NJDOE” or “Department”) is launching an initiative to support local education agencies (LEAs) interested in exploring innovative ways to leverage technology, personalize education and improve students’ growth opportunities for the State’s early childhood student population serving grades K through 3. The Department is soliciting applications from individuals or organizations with the expertise and experience to partner with LEAs through the innovation lifecycle—from concept, design and planning to implementation, evaluation and scale—on early childhood programs that use software or instructional technology to rethink how instruction is delivered and upend the conventional notion of how time is utilized with students participating in early childhood programming across the state of New Jersey. 

The RFQ is intended to evaluate an applicant’s support services in the form of instructional models or software solutions.   Cost estimates will also be asked of applicants seeking to provide early childhood learning software solutions.  An applicant’s ability to work effectively and collaboratively with LEA leadership to guide the development of innovative early childhood programs is also included as a part of an applicants’ evaluation process. The RFQ is intended to qualify products or services an applicant may provide, such as digital content, devices, professional development or online platforms.  While potential applicants will be asked to provide information regarding pricing of such software services, this solicitation will not result in a contract with NJDOE. 

The NJDOE will use the objective criteria specified within to review proposals and will prepare a list of Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partners. The partners will be qualified to work with LEAs in pursuing innovative early childhood programs or on innovations supported through any state-administered early childhood program. LEAs must comply with statutory (N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.1 et seq.) and regulatory (N.J.A.C. 5:34-4.1 et seq.) requirements in order to contract with any of the partners on the list.
All approved providers who meet the criteria specified in this Request for Qualifications (RFQ) will be included on this list. The list will be maintained by the NJDOE. No funding is directly associated with this application. 

The NJDOE will review the applications and evaluate them on their alignment with the criteria set forth in this RFQ. If approved, the partner will be notified of their approved status and it will be placed on the NJDOE list of Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partners. This list of partners will be updated again according to the schedule on page 5. Partners may also be removed from the list subject to the conditions specified within.

2.0 SPECIFICATIONS

2.1 ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

This RFQ solicits submissions from all interested parties who are seeking to be placed on the Department’s list of Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partners. This RFQ invites proposals from individuals and organizations interested in partnering with LEAs through the innovation lifecycle—from concept, design and planning to implementation, evaluation, scale, or software implementation and maintenance—on programs that use technology to rethink how instruction is delivered and upend the conventional notion of how time is utilized with students participating in early childhood programming across the state of New Jersey. Entities eligible to submit responses include for-profit or not-for-profit organizations with experience and expertise in leveraging technology to personalize early childhood education and maximize learning, including but not limited to blended, rotational blended, flipped, and competency based learning models. 

Please note that this RFQ is intended to qualify early childhood partners that provide support and services to LEAs throughout the innovation lifecycle as well as software providers who provide solutions that could be used in innovative early childhood classroom models.  Furthermore, this RFQ is not intended to qualify early childhood innovation partners to support LEA implementation of the TEACH NJ Act. 

Applicants previously identified as a Qualified Innovation Partner in a prior round (as with all other applicants), will need to demonstrate in detail programmatic and/or software tools which support innovative practices for grades K-3.This is to be done via the previously identified applicants’ completion of the following sections of the RFQ in addition to all other stipulated sections of this application:
· TECHNICAL PROPOSAL – 4.1                                                                                                                              
· DEMONSTRATED EXPERIENCE AND TRACK RECORD – 4.4

Applicants who have the ability to provide both programmatic and software solutions should identify themselves as such at the onset of the application.  Those providing one of the two services should clearly identify themselves as either an innovative early childhood program services provider or an innovative software solutions provider.  Applicants must also be prepared to offer all interested LEAs trial use of any product or service offered by the applicant to assist in LEA determination of partnership potential.  Applicants should indicate the length of the trial period that will be afforded to the LEA and should understand that the final length of any trial period will be determined between the potential partner and the LEA.
Any entity determined to be a Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partner will be responsible for meeting the terms of any subsequent agreement with an LEA. 

2.2 EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR QUALIFIED EARLY CHILDHOOD INNOVATION PARTNERS
The Department will review responses from all applicants according to a rubric established by the Office of School Innovations. The rubric will award points to applicants based on the response to each question in the RFQ, including whether responses are thoughtful, complete, compelling and based on data and/or evidence. 

	Section
	Title

	4.0 – 4.1.0                                                                                                               
	Basic Information and Technical Proposal

	4.2 -  4.3.4 
	Concept of Innovation and Description of Services

	4.4
	Demonstrated Experience and Track Record

	4.5
	Organizational Capacity and Personnel Qualifications

	4.6
	Maintenance of Partner Relations


2.3 APPROVAL PERIOD OF QUALIFIED EARLY CHILDHOOD INNOVATION PARTNERS
A Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partner that is placed on the NJDOE list shall remain on the list unless it is disqualified pursuant to Section 2.4 of this RFQ.

2.4 DISQUALIFICATION OF QUALIFIED EARLY CHILDHOOD INNOVATION PARTNER 

Approval for inclusion on the Department’s list of Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partners may be withdrawn for good cause. This may include, but is not limited to, a recommendation to and determination made by the Commissioner that the partner: 

(i) Has provided inaccurate information about the partner’s experience and/or expertise in its response;
(ii) Fails to fulfill contractual obligations to a New Jersey LEA; and/or 

(iii) Does not provide services of the quality represented in the applicant’s response. 

2.5 APPLICANT REVIEW PROCESS

Applications will each be independently reviewed and evaluated by at least two members of the Review Committee pursuant to the approval criteria specified below.

Applicant responses to the all sections (4.0-4.6) will be used to determine the provider’s adherence to the established approval criteria.
Descriptions of the Evaluation Criteria:
Basic Information and Technical Proposal: Applicants are required to indicate accurate information regarding basic contact and complete the technical proposal section which outlines the type(s) of services provided by the applicant.

Concept of Innovation and Description of Services: Applicants are required to explain in detail their understanding of the concept of innovation as it pertains to the needs of young children and their teachers and include a detailed description of the type(s) of services that can be provided in accordance with the needs of the population served.

Demonstrated Experience and Track Record: Applicants must provide details which speak to their ability to deliver services to LEAs. Specifics pertaining to the collection and use of data as well as a plan for change management are required.

Organizational Capacity and Personnel Qualifications: Applicants are required to provide detailed descriptions of their proposed leadership team and all information applicable to the leadership team’s professional background and experience with the early childhood student population.
Maintenance of Partner Relations: Applicants are required to describe how they will communicate and maintain a relationship with the LEAs.  
2.6 RESERVATION OF RIGHTS

NJDOE reserves the right to: (1) reject any or all proposals received in response to the RFQ; (2) withdraw the RFQ at any time, at the agency’s sole discretion; (3) seek clarifications of applications; (4) use application information obtained through the state’s investigation of an applicant’s qualifications, experience, ability, or financial standing, and any material or information submitted by the applicant in response to the agency’s request for clarifying information in the course of evaluation and/or selection under the RFQ; (5) during the application period, amend the RFQ specifications to correct errors or oversights, or to supply additional information, as it becomes available; (6) during the application period, direct applicants to submit application modifications addressing subsequent RFQ amendments; (7) change any of the scheduled dates; (8) require clarification at any time during the qualification process and/or require correction of arithmetic or other apparent errors for the purpose of assuring a full and complete understanding of an applicant’s proposal and/or to determine an applicant’s compliance with the requirements of the RFQ; and (9) to request accurate and current estimates of applicant’s costs.
3.0 APPLICATION PROCEDURES


Applicants should be advised that any information found in this application considered to be proprietary in nature should be identified accordingly in Attachment A, as information contained in this application is subject to public release. 
3.1 APPLICATION TIMELINE

All applicants shall submit all required materials. For inclusion in the Department’s list of Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partners, materials for applicants must be received by the New Jersey Department of Education at the address listed below. The Department will review submissions as follows:
· For submissions received by 4:00 P.M. on the September 25, 2014, deadline, notification of status will be provided to applicants by November 6, 2014 at 5:00 P.M.

Submissions received after September 25, 2014 will be reviewed during the next identified update period.
 

Any questions concerning this RFQ must be emailed to: innovation@doe.state.nj.us. (Note: This email address is for questions only; do not submit application materials to this address.) Questions must be received via email by the deadlines set below for the respective application periods. Questions with responses will be posted within 10 business days of the question deadline at the innovation website: http://www.state.nj.us/education/innovation/.  

· For submissions received by 4:00 P.M. the September 25, 2014 deadline, questions must be received via email by September 11, 2014 at 5:00 P.M.
An application must present all the information required in this RFQ in order to be considered for the New Jersey Department of Education’s list of Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partners. To the extent that the Department requires clarification to make a final determination, applicants may be asked to participate in an interview. 

3.2 APPLICATION SUBMISSION METHOD
Facsimile and email submissions will not be accepted. Applicants must address or hand-deliver an application packet containing one original hard-copy of the application and two electronic copies of the application on CD or flash drive. One electronic copy must be formatted in Microsoft Word. One electronic copy must be formatted in PDF. 

To ensure timely delivery, applicants are encouraged to:

· Hand-deliver the application to 100 River View Plaza, Trenton, New Jersey, which is located next to the Mercer County Waterfront Park on Route 29 and obtain a dated receipt; or

· Send the application by Certified Mail or Return Receipt; or

· Arrange for delivery by an overnight courier service.

	Mailing Address
	Courier Service Address

	New Jersey Department of Education
Office of School Innovation
100 River View Plaza
P.O. Box 500
Trenton, NJ 08625-0500
	New Jersey Department of Education
Office of School Innovation
100 River View Plaza
Trenton, NJ 08625



3.3 APPLICATION PACKAGE FORMAT

· Applicants must abide by page limits indicated in each subsection of the RFQ.

· All information must be submitted in the order indicated on the forms and in the instructions.

· Type size should be no smaller than 11 pt.
· Document must be single-spaced with at least 1” margins on all sides. 
· Appendices/Attachments are not included in the page maximums listed below.

· Additional appendices/attachments, such as CD presentations, videotapes or other multimedia productions should not be included.

· The Transmittal Letter requires authorized signatures and therefore must be submitted via mail or hand-delivery. The original of each of these documents should be signed in blue or black ink.

3.4 APPLICATION PACKAGE CHECKLIST

Please use the checklist below to ensure that you have submitted all required materials in the required format:

· Transmittal Letter

· Technical Proposal

· Basic Information

· Concept of Innovation

· Description of Services 
· Demonstrated Experience and Track Record
· Organizational Capacity and Personnel Qualifications

· Maintenance of Partner Relations

· Attachment A – Exemption from Disclosure Form (optional)

· Attachment B – Final Reports and/or Independent Evaluation(s) of Applicant Partnerships (optional) 
4.0 BASIC INFORMATION 

The applicant must provide the following information. 
	Name of Organization
	

	Contact Person
	

	Contact Person Title
	

	Contact Person Email
	

	Contact Person Phone
	

	Contact Person Mailing Address
	


4.1 TECHNICAL PROPOSAL - For the purposes of this proposal, applicants are required to identify themselves as one or more of the following:
Is the applicant already a Qualified Innovation Partner (QIP) in New Jersey?     
YES                NO

Is the applicant submitting this RFQ as a (check all applicable):
· Early Childhood Program Provider
A program provider is a full service solution provider that assists LEAs with full implementation of their innovative early childhood program.  This may include but is not limited to providing personnel, curricula, and sustainability planning over time.
· Software Solution Provider 

· Both 

The applicant must respond to the section below and limit the response to three pages. 

In the Technical Proposal, applicants must describe, in detail, the early childhood support or services they provide. The Technical Proposal will be reviewed and evaluated by at least two members of the Review Committee.

4.1.0 
This section of the request for qualifications should be addressed by each applicant to describe the software design requirements, a realistic estimation of potential costs associated with such requirements, and the forms and types of data that can be provided as a result. 
The applicant must describe below how its support and services would help LEAs implement software innovation offerings that leverage technology to achieve the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), and personalize early childhood education to maximize children’s learning.  Applicants should use examples from past partnerships with schools and/or LEAs. 
Responses must address the following, where applicable: 

Technical Design Requirements - 

· Detailed explanation of the type(s) of services provided (i.e. professional development, consulting, site based management, etc.)

· Ways that technology is accessed; 
· Software platform neutrality (school/home accessibility);
· Technical support availability;
· Provision of handheld device (if applicable) and corresponding capability;
· System requirements and ability to assist LEAs with assessing their ability to support applicant’s software.
· Alignment with Common Core and New Jersey State Standards 

Cost Range Provision – 
· Transparent itemization of all associated structures that include sustainability plans (applicant and LEA expectations of ongoing software/program maintenance);
· Associated technical support and any potential software upgrade costs;
· Stipulations of any temporary licensure costs

Data Provision –All applicants are required to submit as a part of their application, a detailed Security Plan.  The Security Plan should include and account for security measures for the following areas:
· Protection of student privacy;
· Types of data reporting options;
· This should include the ability to conduct ad-hoc data extracts in either .txt or .csv formats.

· Database data acquisition and dissemination;
· Facilities physical security;

· System security;

· Administrative and personnel security; and
· All other systems integration possibilities.
The security plan shall provide for review of the applicant’s operations and control system. The applicant shall have the capability to detect and report attempted unauthorized entries into the facility and system.  All security requirements for the applicant apply to development, testing, production and backup systems.

In addition, the security plan shall identify and define:

· Regulations and security requirements – how the applicant will address security requirements such as PCI, HIPAA, FISMA and FERPA etc;

· System, Administrative and Personnel Security - the security responsibilities of and supervision required for information owned and / or operated by the applicant. Security responsibilities include responsibilities for administration of the infrastructure, implementing or maintaining security and the protection of the confidentiality, integrity, and availability of information systems or processes;

· Workforce Security - the control process for hiring and terminating of applicant’s employees, and method used for granting and denying access to the applicant’s network, systems and applications.  Identify and define audit controls when employment of the employee terminates;

· Role based security access – the products and methods for role based security and access to the applicant’s infrastructure and access to the State’s infrastructure;

· Password Management – the appropriate password management controls to meet defined regulation or security requirements;

· Logging/Auditing controls – the applicant’s audit control methods and requirements;

· Incident Management – the methods for detecting, reporting and responding to an incident, vulnerabilities and threats;

· Vulnerability/Security Assessment – the products and methods used for scanning applicant’s infrastructure for vulnerabilities and remediation of the vulnerabilities.  Identify and define methods used for initiating and completing security assessments;

· Anti-virus/malware controls – the products and methods for anti-virus and malware controls that meet industry standards.  It shall include policy Statements that require periodic anti-viral software checks of the system to preclude infections and set forth its commitment to periodically upgrade its capability to maintain maximum effectiveness against new strains of software viruses;

· Firewall – the products and methods for firewall control process and intrusion detection methodology;

· Database – the products and methods for safeguarding the database(s); encryption at rest and in transport;
· Server and infrastructure – the products and methods for "hardening" of the hardware’ operating systems; 

· Transmission - the products and methods on how its system addresses security measures regarding communication transmission, access and message validation, and
· Disaster Recovery – this component of the security plan should include interval back-ups of all data onsite as well as offsite.

4.2 CONCEPT OF INNOVATION

The applicant must respond to the question below and limit the response to five pages. 

The Department is seeking proposals from organizations that can partner with New Jersey LEAs to design, plan and guide implementation of innovations that leverage technology, personalize early childhood educational experiences and maximize student learning. Examples include, but are not limited to, rotation or flex blended learning models, technology-driven math and literacy programs as well as programs that address other essential learning domains
, or extended and/or flexible learning time that utilizes technology to manage and/or drive innovative early childhood learning opportunities.  Regardless of approach, each proposal must detail how a program will be integrated with district curricula and will be built upon practices that are appropriate for young children. 
4.2.1
The applicant must describe below how its support and services would help LEAs implement innovations that leverage technology to personalize early childhood education and improve learning.  Applicants should use examples from past partnerships with schools and/or LEAs. Responses must address the following: 

· A description of how the innovation(s) can personalize early childhood education and improve learning;
· How the innovation(s) would leverage technology to better meet the needs of students regardless of learning style; 
· How the innovation(s) will be implemented in a manner appropriate for young children;

· How the innovation(s) will support learning specific to the development of critical thinking, questioning techniques, and cross curricular and project based skills that foster student autonomy;
· How innovations(s) will serve as support and potential supplement to an LEAs current curriculum; and adaptable to any existing curriculum;

· How innovation(s) will be taught/shared with LEA staff and the types of professional development provided by the applicant;

· How the innovation(s) may be managed remotely by schools and families (if applicable);
· How the innovation(s) would provide personalized early childhood education to students who are un-served or under-served by the existing educational system (e.g. low-income students, special education students, English language learners, or homeless students). 

	


4.3 DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES 
The applicant must respond to the questions below and limit the response to seven pages. 

4.3.1 
Use of Data

The applicant must describe below how it would use data to inform key decisions throughout the innovation lifecycle. Responses must address how data will be used to: 

· Assess student needs;

· Design and plan an innovative program that targets those needs;

· Report student progress; provide performance-based assessments;
· Monitor and evaluate implementation; support program management;
· Inform mid-course corrections, as necessary;

· Measure the applicant’s performance; 

· Provide LEA student data ownership, and;
· Demonstrate capacity to measure the project’s operational and academic success.

	


4.3.2 
Change Management Strategy

The applicant must describe its approach to collaborating with an LEA and ensuring an effective evaluation and improvement cycle. Responses must address the following: 

· The applicant’s approach to partnering with LEAs, including how it will create a successful partnership with the key members of an LEA design team;

· Whether the applicant has experience replicating early childhood innovations, taking into account the unique needs of individual LEAs.;

· How the applicant will ensure the input of key stakeholder groups throughout the innovation lifecycle, including teachers and their representatives, parents, students or other community members; and 

· How the applicant will identify and execute mid-grant corrections, if/when necessary.
	


4.3.3 
Identification and Approach to Operational Constraints

The applicant must describe the conditions for a successful partnership between the applicant and an LEA, including any state- or LEA-level policies that would influence the viability of an innovative project. To the extent that the applicant’s proposed innovation would likely require changes to collective bargaining agreements (ex. District or school staff participation in programming during lunch or afterschool hour(s)), the applicant must describe how the applicant would work with early childhood educators, as well as their representatives, to address those challenges. 
	


4.3.4 
Planning for Sustainability 

The applicant must describe how it would support an LEA in planning for the sustainability of an innovative early childhood project. Responses must include: 

· The applicant’s experience with LEA budgets and school finances, specifically its experience and approach to estimating program costs and evaluating existing LEA resources;

· How the applicant would assist an LEA in planning for the financial sustainability of an early childhood program after a multi-year partnership; 
· How the applicant would assist an LEA in planning for the operational sustainability of an early childhood program after a multi-year partnership; and
· How the applicant will approach the provision of any and all necessary training for LEAs that may select them as a partner.  This detailed description should also include a trial period in which no cost is incurred by the LEA. 
	


4.4 DEMONSTRATED EXPERIENCE AND TRACK RECORD
The applicant must respond to the questions below and limit the response to five pages. 

The applicant must provide the following information on its most recent LEA- or school-level early childhood program partnerships. If the applicant does not have three LEA- or school-level early childhood program partnerships, it should provide as many as possible and may substitute a state-level early childhood program partnership. 

The applicant may include any final reports and/or independent evaluations of its early childhood partnerships with LEAs or schools in Attachment B.

4.4.1
LEA Partnership #1

	LEA/School Name
	

	Dates of Contract
	

	Primary Contact
	Name
	
	Email Address
	

	
	Position
	
	Phone Number
	


The applicant must provide the objectives of the early childhood partnership, such as specific student needs the early childhood program partnership is/was intended to address. 

	


The applicant must indicate whether the early childhood program partnership objectives were met. Responses should include data-based student and operational outcomes. 

	


4.4.2
LEA Partnership #2
	LEA/School Name
	

	Dates of Contract
	

	Primary Contact
	Name
	
	Email Address
	

	
	Position
	
	Phone Number
	


The applicant must provide the objectives of the early childhood program partnership, such as specific student needs the early childhood program partnership is/was intended to address. 

	


The applicant must indicate whether the early childhood program partnership objectives were met. Responses should include data-based student and operational outcomes. 

	


4.4.3
LEA Partnership #3
	LEA/School Name
	

	Dates of Contract
	

	Primary Contact
	Name
	
	Email Address
	

	
	Position
	
	Phone Number
	


The applicant must provide the objectives of the early childhood program partnership, such as specific student needs the partnership is/was intended to address. 

	


The applicant must indicate whether the early childhood program partnership objectives were met. Responses should include data-based student and operational outcomes. 

	


4.5 ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY AND PERSONNEL QUALIFICATIONS
The applicant must respond to the questions below and limit the response to three pages. If the applicant is a single individual, he or she should provide as much of the requested information as possible.
4.5.1 
The applicant must provide the name and a brief professional history of its leadership team. 

	Name
	Position
	Brief Professional History

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4.5.2
The applicant should provide the name, position and expertise of members of a potential project team. The Department understands that specific team members may vary depending on the nature, scope and timeline of an LEA partnership, but asks that the applicant provide a sample to demonstrate that its employees have sufficient early childhood qualifications and expertise. For example, the applicant may provide the qualifications and expertise of a project team dedicated to one of the LEA early childhood partnerships described in Section 4.4.

	Name
	
	% of Time on Project
	

	Education
	

	Expertise
	

	Relevant Experience
	


	Name
	
	% of Time on Project
	

	Education
	

	Expertise
	

	Relevant Experience
	


	Name
	
	% of Time on Project
	

	Education
	

	Expertise
	

	Relevant Experience
	


	Name
	
	% of Time on Project
	

	Education
	

	Expertise
	

	Relevant Experience
	


	Name
	
	% of Time on Project
	

	Education
	

	Expertise
	

	Relevant Experience
	


4.5.3
The applicant must indicate how many LEAs it currently has the capacity to support throughout the innovation lifecycle and provide a rationale for how it arrived at its answer.

	


4.6 – MAINTENANCE OF PARTNER RELATIONS
The applicant must respond to the questions below and limit the response to three pages. 

4.6.1
The applicant must describe its strategy for maintaining a collaborative and productive early childhood program partnership with the LEA and/or school community, with particular emphasis on channels of communication between the LEA and the partner. 
	


4.6.2
The applicant must describe how it would handle a situation in which it disagreed with an LEA or early childhood program partner about program design and indicate how it would resolve the issue. If possible, use an actual example from past experience.
	


4.6.3
The applicant must describe how it would handle an instance in which the results of an early childhood program and/or partnership did not meet expectations and describe what steps it would take to address the shortfall(s). If possible, use an actual example from past experience.
	


APPENDIX A
Definitions and Explanations
Applicant – an individual or organization submitting a response to this RFQ.
Blended learning – as defined by the Clayton Christensen Institute: The definition of blended learning is a formal education program in which a student learns:

(1) at least in part through online learning, with some element of student control over time, place, path, and/or pace;
(2) at least in part in a supervised brick-and-mortar location away from home;
(3) and the modalities along each student’s learning path within a course or subject are connected to provide an integrated learning experience.
The majority of blended-learning programs resemble one of four models: Rotation, Flex, A La Carte, and Enriched Virtual. The Rotation model includes four sub-models: Station Rotation, Lab Rotation, Flipped Classroom, and Individual Rotation. This taxonomy will evolve as the practice of blended learning matures.

The Institute maintains a Blended Learning Universe, a rapidly growing, searchable database of K-12 blended-learning programs. This blended-learning resource and more are available here.

Domains of development – physical well-being and motor development, social and emotional development, approaches toward learning, language development (including emergent literacy), and cognition and general knowledge (including mathematics and science).

Extended learning time – a school schedule or calendar in which students participate in educational activities (e.g. enrichment programs, intervention, externships or classroom or digital instruction) for additional minutes per day and/or days per year. 
Flexible learning time – a school schedule or calendar in which students and/or teachers have a measure of independence in customizing an individual learning schedule, utilizing technology to address a variety of learning modalities and create avenues for accessing small group instruction or individual tutoring. 
Innovation lifecycle – the series of activities that an LEA must complete to bring an innovation from concept to scale, including: the initial concept, project design, implementation plan, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of progress, and measures of success. 
May or should – that which an applicant is permitted to include in the proposal, but which is not mandatory.

Request for Qualifications – This document, which establishes the response requirements necessary to determine an applicant’s eligibility for inclusion in the NJDOE list of Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partners.
Review committee – a committee established by the Director of School Innovations to review and evaluate applications submitted in response to this RFQ and to recommend an applicant’s inclusion in the list of Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partners. 
Qualified Early Childhood Innovation Partners – Individuals or organizations identified through the RFQ process which the Department qualifies to partner with LEAs pursing innovative early childhood programs or on innovations supported through any state-administered early childhood programs. 
Shall or must – Denotes that which is a mandatory requirement for responding to the RFQ. Failure to meet a mandatory requirement may result in the rejection of a proposal.

Request for Exemption from Disclosure
Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Law

(Attachment A)

New Jersey Open Public Records Act (OPRA) and the common law, require that each agency shall make available all records maintained by said agency, except that agencies may deny access to records or portions thereof that fall within the scope of the exceptions listed in OPRA or established under the common law.

Any proprietary materials submitted as part of, or in support of, an applicant’s proposal, which applicant considers confidential or otherwise excepted from disclosure under the OPRA or the common law, must be specifically so identified, and the basis for such confidentiality or other exception must be specifically set forth. 

Please list all such documents for every portion of the proposal on the form below, and include a copy of this document with each separate portion of the proposal. Materials which are not indicated below may be released in their entirety upon request without notice to you.

According to law, the entity requesting exemption from disclosure has the burden of establishing entitlement to confidentiality. Submission of this form does not necessarily guarantee that a request for exemption from disclosure will be granted. If necessary, NJDOE will make a determination regarding the requested exemptions, in accordance with the process set forth in OPRA or common law.

	Material for which 
Exemption is Requested
	Location / Page Number(s)
	Basis for Request

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


Final Reports and/or Independent Evaluations 
(Attachment B)

The applicant may attach in Microsoft Word or PDF any final reports and/or independent evaluations of the applicant’s partnerships. 
ADDENDUM #1: ANSWERS TP BIDDERS QUESTIONS 



THE NEW JERSEY STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION





Request For Qualifications (RFQ)


 (financial quote APPLICABLE TO SOFTWARE VENDORS ONLY)























� At the discretion of NJDOE, the applicant timeline(s) may be altered and the approved list of partners may be updated at additional times throughout the year. 


� National Research Council. (2008). Early Childhood Assessment: Why, What, and How? Committee on Developmental Outcomes and Assessments for Young Children, Catherine E. Snow and Susan B. Van Hemel, editors. Board on Children, Youth and Families, Board on Testing and Assessment, Division of Behavioral and Social Science
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