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Bedminster School District, Bedminster School (Somerset County)

“Collaborative Use of Google Earth and Spreadsheets to Learn about Earthquakes”—Sixth
grade students located, plotted, compared and analyzed data via Google Earth related to
tectonic plates and earthquakes, and accurately identified many of the major fault lines that
occur in the world. The 6th grade students increased from 50% to 80% proficiency in plate
tectonics in relation to earthquakes assessment during the past three years. Students went
from 30% to 80% proficiency in their comprehension of magnitudes and analyzing graphs.

Diocese of Metuchen, St. Augustine of Canterbury (Middlesex County)

“Historical Fiction Picture Books” —Using multiple technological tools and drawing on history,
language arts, politics, and art content knowledge, seventh grade students created picture
books depicting historical events. Collaboratively, each student shared their Historical Pic-
ture Books with students from around the nation by videoconferencing. Reading scores in-
creased 14%, Language Arts scores increased 15%; in 2010/2011 Reading and Language Terra
Nova Scores for the Grade 8 exit exam (Completion of Elementary Education) were the high-
est in the Diocese of Metuchen.

East Orange School District, Dionne Warwick Institute of Economics and Entrepreneurship
(Essex County)

“Cyberbullying: NJ Gets Tough!”We're Aware and We Care”—Fifth graders conducted re-
search and discussed with peers and government officials the far-reaching effects of cyber-
bullying as it related to their own experiences. Students created an anti-cyberbullying cam-
paign that culminated with a march, rally, and a documentary that they created and shared
on their school website. The project has impacted the student body and beyond. There was
an average increase of 245 points in Lexile reading levels over two years in grade 3, a 200
point increase in grade 4, an average increase of 199 points in grade 5, and a positive correla-
tion with technology- infused, inquiry-based/problem-based learning projects.

Howell Township Public Schools, Ramtown School (Monmouth County)

“Global Interactive Digital Notebook” —Grade four and five students and teachers created
video tutorials for students and their families who needed additional support in specific
mathematic concepts. These videos are aligned with the Common Core State Standards
(CCSS) and were published for access on iPods and teacher websites to reference from
home. Before the development of the Global Interactive Digital Notebook, six of 16 students
were considered at-risk from the 2010 NWEA report. Pre-post Spring 2011 tests show 100%
increase for all participating students, only one considered at risk, and for the class as a
whole RIT scores increased by 8.7 points. ("RIT" is an abbreviation for "Rausch Unit”. The RIT
Scale is a curriculum scale that uses individual item difficulty values to estimate student
achievement).

Metuchen School District, Edgar Middle School (Middlesex County)

“Can one person change the world?”—The Graphic Biography project teaches fifth graders
how to acquire new knowledge by exploring the life of a famous person. Students use a reli-
able first source and then learn how to ask good questions to further their Internet searches.
The students scaffold information from a wide assortment of resources that may not reside
on a shelf or in a classroom. Using Comic Life, students move from knowledge acquisitionist
to first-rate story tellers by producing a biographical comic book. The project has had a posi-
tive effect on student outcomes contributing to a 7.8% increase in NJASK mean scores in
reading, and an increase by 5.05% for the NJASK Analyzing Text Cluster that was directly as-
sociated with this project.

Mount Olive School District, Mount Olive Middle School (Morris County)

“Who Owns History?”—Students examined various media in order to decide who should own
Egypt’s numerous artifacts that are on display throughout the world. Using the SCAN tool stu-
dents selected a specific point of view and explored the viewpoint. Through their avatar, they
discussed their views online and were guided to develop conclusions. Student participation
increased by 100%. After two years of using the SCAN tool, students in the general education
program increased their LAL NJASK scores by 6 points and the students in special education
programs increased by 12.5 points. The greatest increase was realized by the students in spe-
cial education programs who increased their NJASK reading level 15%.

Paterson School District, Rosa L. Parks High School of Fine and Performing Arts

(Passaic County)

“May the Brush Be With You”—In partnership with Global Advertising Agency Euro RSCG
Worldwide and their client GUM for the launch of GUM's new line of Star Wars™ toothbrushes,
students developed viral online commercials intended to be launched with the re-release of
Episode 1: The Phantom Menace in 3-D. The commercials are scheduled to air in June 2012. All
students had marked increased engagement as evidenced by 100% attendance by participants.

Oxford School District, Oxford Central School (Warren County)

“M.A.R.E.: Technology Projects (Marine Science Resources in Education)”—For over 10 years,
the M.A.R.E. Project has offered year-round professional development opportunities in the
study of the ocean. Each grade focuses on a different marine habitat and provides inquiry-
based, hands-on activities that cover an integrated treatment of life, earth and physical sci-
ences. This whole-school interdisciplinary science program, facilitated through Rutger's Univer-
sity, has helped increase NJASK scores to be consistently above state average on 4th and 8th
grade science NJASK assessments.

Perth Amboy School District, Perth Amboy High School (Middlesex County)

“Blogging, Vlogging, Tweeting, Skyping and Podcasting for a Brighter Future”—Students used
Blogging, Vlogging and Skyping related to identifying the water quality of the Raritan Bay and
its effects on the environment (ultimately the drinking water). They interact with members of
the community to teach fishermen at the local piers about the dangers of eating blue claw
crabs. They create video podcasts on their research and post them on the class website and
iTunes U. The teacher tweets about extra credit, videos to watch and current events. The stu-
dents tweet summaries, and shares with the class links to websites that they find helpful. Prior
to implementation of the program, no student received greater than three on the AP exam.
Since implementation, 30-40% of all participants receive three or higher on the AP exam.

Roselle School District, Leonard V. Moore Middle School (Union County)

"You're going to Disney” —Fifth grade students collaboratively work to plan a four-day trip to
Disney World. Each student in a group chooses to focus on transportation, lodging, dining or
entertainment. They then research their area of focus, and collaborate to create a journal, pod-
cast or blog of their experiences on the trip and present the final itinerary including all costs.
Student performances (2009-2010) have increased from the previous year about 15% for ad-
vanced proficient and 3.3% for proficient in the area of mathematics.
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