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Troops to Teachers seminar hosted by ACS
Wayne Cook

Public Affairs Staff

A Troops to Teachers/Spous-
es to Teachers seminar was
hosted by Army Community
Service at Building 5201 Aug.
20 for persons interested in
seeking a profession in educa-
tion. 

The federal Troops to
Teachers/Spouses to Teachers
program assists eligible mili-
tary personnel and their spous-
es with the transition into a
second career as kindergarten
through 12th grade public
school teachers.

“We help ensure that the
applicants meet state certifica-
tion requirements. We also
evaluate transcripts to make
sure that the credits earned
translate to those needed for
the certification. 

Our goal in the Troops to
Teachers/Spouses to Teachers
program is to facilitate a
smooth and seamless transition
into the world of teaching for
the military members and their
spouses,” said Melissa Fan-
tozzi, program coordinator,
Troops to Teachers/Spouses to
Teachers for New Jersey and
Delaware.

Troops to Teachers (TTT)
was established in 1994 as a
Department of Defense pro-

gram. The National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal
year 2000 transferred the
responsibility for program
oversight and funding to the
U.S. Department of Education
but continued operation by the
Department of Defense. 

The No Child Left Behind
Act of 2001 provides for the
continuation of the TTT Pro-
gram. Troops to Teachers is
managed by the Department
Activity for Non-Traditional
Education Support
(DANTES).

The goal of the program is
to help recruit quality teachers
for schools that serve students
from low-income families
throughout the country. 

“Nationally we have helped
to place 11,000 veterans in the
system since the inception of
the program. The retention rate
of the former military teachers
is just over 75 percent. 

Eighty-four percent of those
teachers are male. The majori-
ty of the teachers, 48 percent,
teach at the high school level,
with the remainder pretty
much evenly split between the
elementary and middle school
levels,” Fantozzi said.

To help recruit a larger
number of teachers and to pro-
vide an opportunity in the edu-
cation field for spouses of mil-
itary members, the Spouses to

Teachers Program was created
in October 2007. 

To date, the state of New
Jersey has had 55 registrations
into the program.

“We are not an employment
service, rather we give guid-
ance and counseling to those
seeking employment in the
education field through these
programs. 

We have found that school
systems like to have steady and
mature workers in their schools
and being in the military helps
provide the discipline and ded-
ication to profession that they
seek,” said Fantozzi.

“I think the two programs
are excellent programs for the
troops and spouses who want
to teach. They provide a
smooth and seamless transition
into the education world,” she
said.

Another briefing will be
held in the next few months.
For more information, interest-
ed persons should contact
Porfinio Rodriguez-Martell at
Army Community Service by
calling 609-562-2186 or 609-
562-2767. 

For more information on
Troops to Teachers/Spouses to
Teachers Programs, call 850-
452-1241 or 800-231-6242, or
check on the Internet at
http://www.dantes.doded.mil/d
antes. 

Chap. (Maj.) Eric
Albertson

The Mountain View

One of our fundamental
desires in life is happiness.
Everyone wants to experi-
ence joy and a sense of ful-
fillment, resulting in happi-
ness. 

Several years ago, adver-
tisers would make the pitch,
“Happiness is…” and then
follow with a series of state-
ments attempting to define
happiness as something met
by the use of their product. 

Certainly, most of us
would agree that “Happiness
is driving my own Corvette.”
Our imaginations can run
wonderfully wild as we pon-
der how to answer this ques-
tion.

However, before we get
too carried away making
plans for the purchase of our
new Corvette, it is good to
approach this pursuit from
the spiritual perspective as

well. Research shows that
many who attempt to define
happiness only through materi-
al items still end up with an
absence of fulfillment and an
inner sense of loss. 

We have all heard the sur-
prising stories of an occasional
millionaire who commits sui-
cide. 

The notes they left behind
often state that even amid their
wealth, success and fame, life
still seemed to be without
meaning or happiness.

This can serve as a warning
to us. Without God, owning a
great many things or having
worldly success or fame does
not satisfy the deeper cravings
of the human heart.

In the final analysis, happi-
ness will not be found in these
things, nor can it be purchased.
The Beatles said it well in their
song, Can’t Buy Me Love. For
those of Faith, true happiness
is the result of our spiritual
development. 

Our inward journey toward
God helps us to know and

appreciate genuine happiness
in this life as we grow in
appreciation of God’s love
for us. 

As we continue this jour-
ney, we find that it more
often comes from a heart of
charity, a heart that has
learned to give and share,
rather than gather and keep. 

It is this happiness that
becomes a foretaste of the
eternal happiness promised
to us in Heaven, a place that
has been called the Kingdom
of Eternal Happiness.

The Army teaches us the
importance of “selfless serv-
ice,” and our military history
provides many instances of
extraordinary heroism.

If we keep this world in
proper perspective, and culti-
vate our relationships with
God, we will discover his
promise of a happiness far
beyond what we can imagine
in this world, and we will
learn that true joy is found in
the fundamental maxim: it is
better to give than to receive.

Soldiers have more flexility
with naming of beneficiaries
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Calling all military amateur
singers – raise your voices and
sing in competition. 

Operations Rising Star 2008
is looking for military voices to
compete a la American Idol.
Competition is open to all
Active Duty, National Guard or
Reserve members from any
branch of Service, or a family
member eighteen years or
older with a valid military ID
card.

Visit the online website
www.OpRisingStar.com for
complete rules and information
about the competition. On Fort
Dix call Marianne Tatcher at
562-2727 for tickets and infor-
mation about Fort Dix compe-
titions.

Formerly called Military

Idol, Operation Rising Star
2008 is happening now at
installations around the world
and comes to Fort Dix Sept. 12
for first round competition.
This is a vocal competition
only with the first round being
a capella, so no music unless
worked out with the judges in
advance. 

Taped or live music accom-
paniment can be used in the
second and third rounds.

Prizes at Fort Dix include a
$500 first prize, $200 second
prize, and $150 third prize.
Winners of the first round held
on Sept. 12 will compete in the
second round Sept. 19 with the
chance to go on to the third
round on Sept. 26. 

A video will be made of the
singers during all three rounds.
The video will be posted on the
web for viewer voting making
it possible for friends, relatives

and the viewing public to have
a say in the final winners.
Judges will decide on the grand
prize winner after taking the
voting into account.

The grand prize winner gets
an all expense paid trip to Los
Angeles for the singer and a
guest for three days.

There, the winner will
receive vocal coaching, profes-
sional music arrangement and
sound engineering to produce a
CD.

The winner and guest will
also receive tickets to a late
night talk show. 

Second place winners in the
overall competition will
receive a $1000 cash prize and
the third place winner will take
a $500 cash prize.

Military contestants can not
have any adverse actions pend-
ing or have any flags or UCMJ
actions on their records.

Chaplains’ Corner

Back to
School

•Plan a walking route to
school or the bus stop.
Choose the most direct way
with the fewest street cross-
ings and, if possible, at inter-
sections that have crossing
guards.

•Walk the route with your
child beforehand.  Tell him
or her to stay away from
parks, vacant lots, fields and
other places where there
aren't many people around.

•Before crossing the
street, stop at the curb, edge
of the road, or corner before
proceeding.  Look left-right-
left and, if it's clear, begin
crossing, looking over your
shoulder for turning vehicles.
Continue to check for traffic
while crossing.
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