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The Future of NJIIS: Enhanced Connections for People, Providers, & Public Health Bhavani Sathya, MPH - The New Jersey Immunization Information Sys-
tem (NJIIS) is currently undergoing a complete rewrite!  The new NJIIS (scheduled to be launched in 2017) will have an updated look and feel, as well as 
enhanced functionality to various modules.  This interactive presentation will provide an overview of the registry's current capabilities, give attendees the 
chance to provide inputs on functionality for the new NJIIS, and to view a preview and vote on some of the new screens and functionality.    
 
Disease Investigation: Best Practices – Jill Dinitz-Sklar, MPH - This presentation will provide information regarding best practices for the investigation and 
surveillance of vaccine preventable diseases.  Specifically, this discussion will emphasize collaborative efforts between public health partners in order to 
conduct complete investigations of these diseases.  
 
Understanding VFC & 317 Eligibility - Nancy Rosenthal, MS - This session will comprise of an in-depth discussion about eligibility criteria for the VFC & 317 
Programs as well as cover best practices for screening for & documenting patient eligibility.  
 
Preventing Fraud & Waste: Use, Don’t Abuse – Christopher Ryan, MICP, CPM - This session will provide participants with a better understanding of what 
constitutes fraud and abuse as it relates to the Vaccines for Children Program. Topic areas that will be covered include CDC definition of fraud and abuse, 
common examples of fraud and abuse, VFC investigation and referral process, ways to report suspected cases of fraud and abuse, and preventative 
measures to avoid fraud & waste.  
 
From Your EHR to NJIIS: Best Practices for Using your Interface to Improve Data Quality and Vaccine Inventory Management- Justine Legbedze, MPH 
and Patricia Kaiser - The purpose of the workshop is to offer a general overview of the Interface Management System in NJIIS.  The workshop will review 
best practices for utilizing your interface to improve data reporting, manage vaccine inventory, and enhance data quality in the Registry.  
 
Disease Detection & Response: Varicella – Noelle Bessette, MPH - This presentation will highlight best practices and collaborative approaches for con-
ducting varicella case and outbreak surveillance, investigation, and response.  Participants will gain an understanding of the disease, reporting and vaccina-
tion requirements, and methods for case and outbreak investigations.  
 
Be the Resource: Engaging Patients, Providers, and Communities – Jennifer Smith, MPH, CHES - This presentation will provide an overview of the New 
Jersey Department of Health Vaccine Preventable Disease Program’s health education materials. Participants will be able to identify various immunization 
educational resources in order to raise awareness about vaccine-preventable diseases, understand NJ’s school immunization requirements, and communi-
cate key messages to promote age-appropriate vaccination. 

Workshop Descriptions 

 

 

7:30 – 8:15 AM  Registration/Breakfast/Exhibitor Showcase  

8:15 – 8:25 AM  Welcome from NJDOH and NJAAP 

8:25 – 8:45 AM  State of the State: Acting Commissioner (invited) 

8:45 – 9:45 AM  Keynote – JoEllen Wolicki, RN, BSN 

9:45 – 10:10 AM  Break/Exhibitor Showcase 

10:10 – 11:10 AM Breakout Sessions 

         A.  Vaccine Storage & Handling - Halima Dumas, MPH 

         B.  The Relationship Between Public Health & Clinic Practice - Prathit Kulkarni, MD, FAAP 

11:15 – 12:05 PM  Workshop Session I 

         A.  The Future of NJIIS: Enhanced Connections for People, Providers, & Public Health –  

               Bhavani Sathya, MPH 

         B.  Disease Investigation: Best Practices – Jill Dinitz-Sklar, MPH 

         C.  Preventing Fraud & Waste: Use, Don’t Abuse – Christopher Ryan, MICP, CPM  
         D.  Understanding VFC & 317 Eligibility - Nancy Rosenthal, MS 

12:05 – 1:20 PM  Lunch/Exhibitor Showcase 

1:25 – 2:15 PM  Workshop Session II 

         A. From Your EHR to NJIIS: Best Practices for Using your Interface to Improve Data Quality  

              and Vaccine Inventory Management - Justine Legbedze, MPH and Patricia Kaiser 

         B. Preventing Fraud & Waste: Use, Don’t Abuse – Christopher Ryan, MICP, CPM  

         C.  Disease Detection & Response: Varicella – Noelle Bessette, MPH 

         D.  Be the Resource: Engaging Patients, Providers, and Communities – Jennifer Smith, MPH, CHES 

2:15 – 2:40 PM  Break/Exhibitor Showcase 

2:40 – 3:40 PM  Plenary - Utilizing Clinician & Community Engagement to Promote Adolescent Vaccinations 

           Meg Fisher, MD, FAAP, Wendi Carlon-Wolfe, RN and Elizabeth Cubbage, RN, BSN 

3:40 – 3:55 PM  Awards Ceremony 

3:55 – 4:10 PM  Closing - Halima Dumas, MPH 

4:10 – 4:15 PM  Evaluation / Adjournment  

Conference Agenda 



 

 

New Jersey Immunization Conference 
Time Matters: Vaccine Management & Disease Prevention 

Thursday, November 12, 2015 
 

Register Online at www.aapnj.org 

 

First Name: __________________________________________  Last Name: ____________________________________________  

 

Designation (e.g. RN, MD, PhD): _________________________  VFC PIN (if applicable): ___________________________________   

 

School / Hospital / Practice: ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City: _______________________________________________________  State: _____________  Zip Code: ___________________  

 

Email (required): ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone #: ______________________________________  Dietary Needs: ____________________________________________     
 

Please Select One (1) Option for Each Session:   

Registration Fee:  $55 
(includes CME/CEUs, training materials, lunch & exhibitor showcase) 

Registration Fee is Non-Refundable 
 

 

 
Cardholder Name (if different from above): ______________________________________________________________________    
 
Card Number: ___________________________________________________    CSV Code: _____________  Exp Date: ___________     
 
Authorized Amount: $ _______________     Signature:______________________________________________________________  
 
Billing Address (if different from above): _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail Payment & Registration Form to - NJAAP; 3836 Quakerbridge Rd, Suite 106; Hamilton, NJ 08619  (Attn: NJIC) 

Fax - 609.842.0015  

 

Breakout Session: 

Vaccine Storage & Handling - Halima Dumas, MPH—* attending this session will satisfy the VFC requirement for annual provider education 
The Relationship Between Public Health & Clinic Practice - Prathit Kulkarni, MD, FAAP 

 

 

Workshop Session I: 

The Future of NJIIS: Enhanced Connections for People, Providers, & Public Health – Bhavani Sathya, MPH  

Disease Investigation: Best Practices – Jill Dinitz-Sklar, MPH 

Preventing Fraud & Waste: Use, Don’t Abuse – Christopher Ryan, MICP, CPM 

Understanding VFC & 317 Eligibility - Nancy Rosenthal, MS 

Workshop Session II: 

From Your EHR to NJIIS: Best Practices for Using your Interface to Improve Data Quality & Vaccine Inventory Management -   
      Justine Legbedze, MPH & Patricia Kaiser 

Preventing Fraud & Waste: Use, Don’t Abuse – Christopher Ryan, MICP, CPM 

Disease Detection & Response: Varicella – Noelle Bessette, MPH 

Be the Resource: Engaging Patients, Providers, and Communities – Jennifer Smith, MPH, CHES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment (or Purchase Order) must accompany form:   

Check Enclosed (payable to NJAAP) 

Purchase Order # ______________________ 

Credit Card: Visa MasterCard     AMEX 
   

 

 

 



Faculty 
 
Noelle Bessette, MPH 
Surveillance Specialist, Vaccine Preventable Disease Program 
New Jersey Department of Health 
 
Wendi Carlon-Wolfe, RN  
School Nurse 
Millville Public Schools 
 
Jill Dinitz-Sklar, MPH 
Perinatal Hepatitis B Coordinator, Vaccine Preventable Disease Program 
New Jersey Department of Health 
 
Halima Dumas, MPH 
Coordinator, Vaccines for Children Program 
New Jersey Department of Health  
 
Margaret ‘Meg’ Fisher, MD, FAAP  
Medical Director 
The Unterberg Children’s Hospital at Monmouth Medical Center 
 
Patricia Kaiser  
NJIIS Recruiter/Trainer  
Central Jersey Family Health Consortium  
 
Prathit Kulkarni, MD, FAAP 
LCDR, US Public Health Service 
CDC Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer 
Communicable Disease Service 
New Jersey Department of Health 

 
 
Justine Legbedze, MPH 
Outreach & Education Coordinator 
Central Jersey Family Health Consortium 
 
Elizabeth Cubbage, RN, BSN 
Director of Nursing 
Cumberland County Department of Health 
 
Nancy Rosenthal, MS 
Vaccine Manager, Vaccines for Children Program 
New Jersey Department of Health  
 
Christopher Ryan, MICP, CPM  
Field Operations Supervisor, Vaccines for Children Program 
New Jersey Department of Health  
 
Bhavani Sathya, MPH 
Coordinator, New Jersey Immunization Information System (NJIIS) 
New Jersey Department of Health  
 
Jennifer Smith, MPH, CHES 
Public Health Educator, Vaccine Preventable Disease Program  
New Jersey Department of Health  
 
JoEllen Wolicki, RN, BSN 
Nurse Educator, Immunization Services Division 
National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention 

 

Continuing Education: 
 
Medical:  This conference is co-sponsored by Atlantic Health System and New Jersey Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics.  
 
Accreditation Statement: This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation requirements and policies of the Medical Society of 
New Jersey through the joint providership of Atlantic Health System and the New Jersey Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics.  Atlantic Health System is accredited by 
the Medical Society of New Jersey to provide continuing medical education for physicians.  Atlantic Health System designates this live activity for a maximum of 5.25 AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
 
Nursing: 
This activity has been submitted to New Jersey State Nurses Association for approval to award contact hours. New Jersey State Nurses Association is accredited as an ap-
prover of continuing nursing education by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.   
 
To receive contact hour certificates, participants need to sign-in, attend all assigned sessions and complete an evaluation.  For more information regarding contact hours, 
please call: Cortney Mott, New Jersey Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics – 609-842-0014. 
 
Public Health: 
The New Jersey Department of Health's Communicable Disease Service is an approved provider of continuing education for licensed public health professionals by the New 
Jersey Department. of Health's Office of Local Public Health  
 
Disclosure information: Full disclosure will be provided at the educational activity.  There is no commercial support for this activity.    
 
Primary Audience: Pediatricians, Family Physicians, School Physicians, Public Health Officials, School Nurses, Public Health Nurses, Officials and Childcare Consultants, 
and other Healthcare Professionals. 
 
2015 Conference Planning Committee: 
Steve Bors, MICP; Jillian Doss-Walker, MPH; Diane Carroll; Halima Dumas, MPH; Fran Gallagher, MEd; Judie Grandjean, PCMH CCE; Steven Kairys, MD, MPH, FAAP; Cortney 
Mott, MEd; Bert Mulder; Jane Sarwin, MA, MPH; Jennifer Smith, MPH;  Ellen Shuzman, PhD, RNC-OB, APN; Ellen Strong, RN, MPH; Elizabeth Zaremski, MPH 

Goal:  To provide healthcare professionals with the most current information and tools to promote immunization of children and adole scents. 
 
At the conclusion of this activity, participants will be able to: 
1. Explain best practice strategies to aid in preventing vaccine administration errors and locate resources on proper vaccine administration.  
2. Describe best practices in storage and handling of vaccine in clinical settings and provide updates on VFC compliance requirements.  
3. Recognize the potential outcome of timely reporting of communicable diseases and the collaboration between public health and clinical pro-

viders  
4. Utilize strategies to engage providers and the community to promote adolescent vaccinations.  
5. Identify best practices for outreach to adolescents regarding immunizations.  
6. List the benefits of school-based clinics in collaboration with local health departments   
7. Illustrate how the NJIIS can enhance clinical practice and assist with vaccine management.  
8. Define best practices for conducting disease care and outbreak surveillance for vaccine preventable diseases.  
9. Identify the scope of fraud, waste, and abuse with the Vaccines for Children Program.  
10. Discuss best practices for utilizing your Interface Management System in NJIIS, to improve data reporting, manage inventory, and enhance 

data quality.  
11. Explain how the Interface Management System in NJIIS benefits the healthcare provider  
12. State the eligibility criteria for VFC and 317 patients including screening and documenting.  
13. Apply vaccine educational resources to promote timely vaccination across the life-span.  
14. Discuss best practices for the investigation and surveillance of vaccine preventable diseases.  


