Surveillance - Appendix 11

Tracking Case Counts
Overview

As cases infected with the novel influenza virus increase, staff resources available to
conduct investigations will be unable to conduct follow up on individual cases. During
Phase 4, mechanisms for case counting procedures will be developed. When local health
authorities can no longer follow up on individual cases of illness, methodologies to track
case counts, rather than individuals, will be implemented.

Methods
CDRSS ILI

Beginning in the 2006-2007 influenza season, an Influenza-like IlIness (IL1) module was
added to the Communicable Disease Reporting and Surveillance System (CDRSS).
CDRSS is a web-enabled patient centric reporting system which electronically captures
all reportable communicable disease and investigation information. This system allows
NJDHSS to receive data directly from reporting entities while still allowing for local
health departments and Local Information Network and Communications System
(LINCS) epidemiologists to view data for their jurisdiction. The administration portion of
this system is dynamic and under the direct control of Infectious and Zoonotic Disease
Program (1ZDP) allowing alterations of reporting time frame (e.g., once a week, once a
day) during the peak of the influenza season or during a pandemic. Several report
features have also been built into this system. It is anticipated that this system would be
used to capture case counts from any facilities deemed appropriate to report during a
pandemic. Facilities would have the ability to report directly into the system or send data
to local health department that would assist with this function. Screen shots of the current
system can be found in Surveillance Appendix 11 - Attachment A. A new module for
CDRSS is being proposed which would expand this current system and allow for greater
flexibility for this type of reporting.
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