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Clement Ferdinando was born on February 7, 1948. Raised by parents Clement
and Elsie, he and his sisters, Arlene and Marie, and his brother, Ken, resided in
Edison, New Jersey. Clem moved to Warren County in 1977, where he remained
until his passing. Clem graduated from Edison High School in 1967. He received an
Associates Degree in Laboratory Technology from Middlesex County College in
1971, and graduated from Rutgers University in 1972 with a Baccalaureate
Degree in Environmental Science. From 1972 to 1977, Clem worked for the
Middlesex Borough Health Department as Sanitary Inspector and Welfare
Director. He also worked as part-time Sanitary Inspector for the Middle-Brook
Regional Health Commission, which served Middlesex Borough and five other
communities.

Clem was appointed Health Officer in Randolph Township on March 14, 1977 and
served as Health Officer for Randolph and Rockaway Borough until his death.
Clem also served as Recycling Coordinator, Clean Communities Coordinator and
Director of Code Enforcement. While in Randolph, Clem earned his Master of
Public Health degree at the new Rutgers/UMDNJ Graduate Program in Public
Health. A number of years later, Clem would become one of New Jersey's
first public health professionals to attend the esteemed Northeast Public Health
Leadership Institute.

Clem's 35 years in public health were highlighted by many achievements and honors,
and by his attention to those issues that shape our policies and practices. Regionally,
Clem was active with the Northwest Covenant Community Health Trust, serving
on the Coordinating Committee and as Co-Chair of the Cancer Action Team. He
also served on the Morris County Aftercare Board of Directors, and was a member of
the Northwest Covenant Medical Center Institutional Review Board.

Statewide, Clem was a member of the New Jersey Public Health Licensing and
Examination Board, and was Chairperson of the Public Health Officials Continuing
Education Committee. He served on the Governor's Advisory Council on AIDS and
was a President of the Coalition of Public Health Organizations. Clem was Treasurer
of the New Jersey Health Officers Association from 1983 - 1989, and became the
Association's President in 1991. He also ascended to President-Elect of the New
Jersey Public Health Association in 1999 before resigning his position due to health
concerns. Clem was devoted to developments in academia, serving on the Rutgers/
UMDNJ Master of Public Health Administration Track Advisory Board.

In addition to leadership positions with countless agencies and boards, Clem was
active with the National Environmental Health Association, New Jersey
Environmental Health Association, Central Atlantic States Association of Food and
Drug Officials, Morris County Bioterrorism Task Force, and other county, state and
national groups. He also implemented many regional collaborations with
hospitals and continuing care facilities long before it became common practice in
public health.
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