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INTRODUCTION

The College of New Jersey is a highly selective institution that provides students with an opportunity to 

participate in a unique community of learners.  This community calls upon its members to recognize and 

achieve excellence, and to develop the objectivity and capacity for change.  It also calls upon them to 

participate in service to others and to exhibit a respect for and appreciation of diversity.  The College of New 

Jersey is the oldest of the state’s public colleges and for generations has aspired to the highest standards of 

academic excellence.  The College offers more than forty liberal arts and professional programs through seven 

schools: Art, Media, & Music; Culture & Society; Business; Education; Engineering; Nursing and Science.  

The College serves approximately 6000 undergraduate students, 95% of whom are New Jersey residents, as 

well as 900 graduate students. The College of New Jersey’s Mission Statement states:   

The College of New Jersey, founded in 1855 as the New Jersey State Normal School, is 

primarily an undergraduate and residential college with targeted graduate programs.

TCNJ’s exceptional students, teacher-scholars, staff, alumni, and board members 

constitute a diverse community of learners, dedicated to free inquiry and open exchange, to 

excellence in teaching, creativity, scholarship, and citizenship, and to the transformative 

power of education in a highly competitive institution.  The College prepares students to 

excel in their chosen fields and to create, preserve, and transmit knowledge, the arts, and 

wisdom.  Proud of its public service mandate to educate leaders of New Jersey and the 

nation, The College will be a national exemplar in the education of those who seek to 

sustain and advance the communities in which they live. 

The College of New Jersey has been on a remarkable journey over the past several decades.  It has evolved 

from a state teacher’s college to a comprehensive institution strongly defined by the liberal arts and sciences, 

which constitute a significant majority of its academic programs and provide the intellectual underpinnings of 

the remaining programs.  TCNJ is now nationally recognized for its distinctive fostering of excellence in 

undergraduate education.  In September, 2004, the College, which had long been among US New and World 

Report’s top-ranked comprehensive institutions in the North, became one of just 75 institutions that Barron’s 

Profiles of American Colleges place in its highest category, “Most Competitive”—one of only seven in this 

category that are state-supported).  High rankings are, of course, just one indicator of a school’s quality and 

reputation; and the College take pride in its demanding curricula, talented and dedicated faculty, excellent 

facilities, and an intellectual environment that challenges, excites, and nurtures—the very features which have 

brought it such noteworthy national attention.   
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