
 William Paterson University 

24 

 I. Major capital projects underway in FY 2012 
 

William Paterson University 

continued to direct much of its 

efforts towards strategic planning 

in FY2012.  An updated plan for 

the Academic Zone was 

produced to promote discussion 

and make future decisions 

regarding six academic facilities 

at the core of the campus.  The 

plan called for the renovation of 

four facilities and constructing 

two new academic buildings to 

take the place of two to be 

demolished.  The conceptual plan 

could occur in 7 phases over the 

next 10 years.  A recently completed Transportation Plan identified several major improvements 

to roads, intersections, mass transit, and pedestrian routes.  Both plans recognize the continually 

growing student demand for accessible modern campus facilities that are conducive to learning.  

An update to the Residential Zone Plan is scheduled for 2013.  The implementation and 

recommendations of all planning efforts are guided by the recently completed Strategic Plan. 

 

The major new construction development is the first phase identified in the Academic Zone Plan 

Update – a new 80,000 square foot building in the academic core that will host Nursing, 

Communication Disorders, Kinesiology, and Public Health.  The design has not started but is 

anticipated to be completed in 2013.  Meanwhile, other academic programs continue to be 

enhanced through capital improvements.  In the Communication Department, the broadcast 

studios, control rooms and editing suites will provide HD capabilities in a studio/classroom 

environment with new equipment.  A new recital hall and additional practice rooms are also 

scheduled to be provided to the Music Department. 

 

The design of a new 1000 space parking garage is nearly complete.  The garage’s role in serving 

as an additional campus gateway was reinforced by the Academic Zone Plan update since it will 

be the primary parking destination for community members visiting the academic buildings to be 

renovated and constructed.  The garage will have five levels and will have pedestrian bridges 

connecting it to the newly renovated Science Building and the academic core.  While site work 

activities are ongoing, formal construction of the garage is expected to commence in the Fall and 

be complete in 2014. 

  

The new “one stop” center for student services has been completed in Morrison Hall.  It serves as 

the home for Enrollment Management, which includes Admissions, Registration Services, 

Financial Aid, and the Center for Student Services.  Improvements in Raubinger scheduled for 

later in the year will create a consolidated Academic Support Center.  Renovations in Raubinger 

have already been completed for the lecture halls, stairwells, entry lobby, Honors College, 

Sponsored Programs, Scholarships, and International Education.  It is anticipated that the 

windows will be replaced next year. 
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Energy savings and the reduction of greenhouse gases is an ongoing commitment.  The 

University continues to pursue additional solar installations on buildings in conjunction with 

recently completed roofs.  The University completed its $1.2 million “smart” buildings project, 

funded by an ARRA grant, for the Atrium, Hobart Manor, Ben Shahn Hall, and Raubinger Hall.  

These upgraded HVAC and lighting controls are anticipated to save approximately $300,000 per 

year.  Another grant funded a detailed energy audit of approximately 1 million square feet of 

academic and administrative to identify other energy saving opportunities to be considered in 

2013.  Additionally, major air conditioning equipment replacements were completed at the 

Atrium, Cheng Library, and Science Building. 

 

Infrastructure improvements that have been recently completed include Library Elevator, 

Overlook Elevators (4), paving of Mills Drive and Lot 8, and roof replacements at Hobart Hall, 

Shea Center, and Wightman Gym.  Future infrastructure improvements include Raubinger 

windows, Field House air conditioning, Hobart Manor exterior restoration, and Cheng Library 

HVAC Controls, roof, and exterior waterproofing.  Landscaping projects are currently underway 

at the Science Halls and Gaedes Pond. 

  




