Olmstead Implementation and Planning Advisory Council

Self Advocacy and Family Partnership Workgroup

Meeting notes from March 18, 2008

Co-chairs of the workgroup: Ann Martinelli, Tom Baffuto, Dr. Alison Lozano was absent

DDD Staff assigned to the workgroup:  Tricia Tucker and Madelyn Trautman

Attendance:


Gail Furrer/NJDDC

Charlotte DiGiovacchino/VDC
Judith Zaccaria/VDC

Myrta Rosa/Self-Advocate
Barbara Coppens/NJPA

Gary Rubin/Self-Advocate

Cathy Beahan/Fam. Mentor
Sheilah Garry/Fam. Mentor

Kathy Roberson/Boggs Center

Renee’ Rogers/UMDNJ
Frank Caragher/ARC-Union

Kelly Haldaman/Matheny

Vito Colletti/Fam. Member
Bill Gaventa/Boggs Center

Denbigh Dixon/ARC-NJ

Jerisa Maseko/NJSAP

Frank Latham/NJSAP
Tom Baffuto welcomed everyone to the second meeting of the Self Advocacy and Family Partnership Workgroup.  After introductions, Barbara Coppens was thanked for inviting Tom Baffuto and Ann Martinelli to the Statewide Self Advocacy Meeting.  Teleconferencing this meeting is also available for those with scheduling conflicts.  The DDD website will post all committee information.

There are two obstacles to family involvement; one is the families in developmental centers and two, is the families caring for someone in the community.  Families caring for someone in the community don’t realize that Olmstead has anything to do with them.  How do we get the message out that this workgroup is about building capacity?  A description of the Committee was drafted and distributed for comment.  In the description, it is mentioned that the workgroup is responsible for self advocate and family member involvement, getting information about the plan and sending it to self advocates and families, getting feedback from them and sharing the information with the Division of Developmental Disabilities, and basically making certain that the family members and self advocates understand how important their input really is in the process.  Kathy Roberson mentioned that the description needed to be more explicit.
During the last meeting, a piece was developed to explain the purpose of the advisory council and the workgroups.  Those five workgroups are:

1. Clinical Decision Making Processes

2. System Re-Design

3. Service Delivery

4. Quality Improvement

5. Self Advocacy and Family Partnership

The page contained “boxes” that describe the five workgroups, which needed to be simplified because some might feel it’s to confusing.  The page was redrafted and presented in text format to describe the workgroups.  During discussion, it was concluded to format the page back to the boxes and email it to the advisory committee for feedback before finalizing and putting on the DDD website.
Meeting times and location was discussed.  The present location is the ARC of Middlesex County which is not accessible by public transportation.  Other locations were suggested: CAU in Elizabeth, Lawrenceville Library and the New Brunswick Library.  5 o’clock seemed to work for everyone so far.  Ann Martinelli received feedback that some meetings will need to be during the day.  We want to accommodate all but some may not be able to attend the evening meetings we have been having.
An Invoice for Services was distributed and should be completed for reimbursement for Olmstead Advisory Steering Council meetings.  Self advocate reimbursement is $20/hour and State mileage reimbursement is .31 cents per mile.
One purpose of this group is to get more self advocates and family members involved.  Suggestions on where to recruit would be to attend several conferences.  Neighbors has a conference coming up in April, the ARC of NJ has a conference scheduled for May.  Using other state agency mailing lists such as the DD Council’s PIP graduating mailing list, various email lists, listservs and maybe the FSC e-blasts are good sources to distribute information.
Separate material is needed to target self advocates in the community and family members.  The DDD will draft three short descriptive sentences with clear information on where to go for anyone using the system in the here, now and future.  The goal is to target that small number of people who may be interested in getting involved.
On the DDD website, go to DDD Olmstead Advisory Committee and you will have the following information listed for current information and review;

· Description of each committee and it’s function

· Cliff notes for “Path to Progress”

· The five workgroups and their descriptions

· “Invitations” to join a workgroup

There was also discussion around the inability of some to access information via email or looking at the DDD website.  One workgroup member does not have access to a computer at the Woodbridge Developmental Center nor does she have easy transportation to a library.  Another family member whose daughter lives in another developmental center spoke about direct mailing needed for other developmental center family members.  Ann Martinelli asked DDD staff in attendance if there was a way direct mailing could be done on a limited, as needed basis.  They were non-committal.  Ann Martinelli and Tom Baffuto recalled discussion at the last Steering Committee meeting where the request of any direct mailing was turned down.  Ann and Tom will address with DDD since there is a need.

The next Olmstead Implementation and Planning Advisory Council Self Advocacy and Family Partnership Workgroup is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday June 17, 2008 at 5pm.  The other workgroups will be contacted to avoid any conflicts.
