OLMSTEAD IMPLEMENTATION AND PLANNING ADVISORY COUNCIL

CLINICAL DECISION MAKING PROCESSES WORKGROUP


April 2, 2008 

Special Presentation Session

Minutes

In attendance: Dan Baker,  Richard Sheridan, Jessica Goldsmith Barzilay, Lauren Chodack,  Joan Lewinsky, Bill Holloway, Susan Thompson, Gloria Dupree-Wynn, Carrie Moore , Myrta Rosa, Lori Watson, Ebony Sheared, Eloise Hawkins, Kalpana Shah, Noel Brown, Lisa Emore

Guests: Dave Wright, UMDNJ- DD Family Education Project

Toni Johnson, UMDNJ- School of Public Health

Sheila Garry

Christine Garry

Tanya Simmons

This meeting was a special education session by key educators to inform committee members of available trainings being offered regarding Olmstead and transition to community living. 

Dave Wright from UMDNJ spoke about the Family Education Project and Support Coordination. He gave details on the Family Forum and New Beginnings trainings.

Dan Baker from the Boggs Center spoke about behavior trainings offered and the importance of addressing behaviors while planning for transition. Dan offered to send any training materials to committee members upon request. 

Sheila Garry spoke as the parent of someone who has transitioned to the community. She explained that it is a great success but that it took time. As a family mentor she feels it is important to give a voice to those who wish to move out of developmental centers who do not have family to help with the transition. 

Christine Garry spoke as a sister. She explained how exciting it is to see her brother “have his own life.” She said she runs into him in the community and “it is a small thing that we never had that we treasure.” 

Myrta Rosa is currently going through the process of planning to transition from a developmental center to the community. She spoke about wanting to take the time to make the decision properly and have all the proper plans in place. She explained that it was her decision to transition. She is being supported by her Support Coordinator.

A discussion followed the presentations predominantly between a family member and a developmental center director. It seemed that in the span of a 30 minute conversation attitudes changed, fears were allayed, and possibilities emerged. The conversation lead the committee to suggest exploring smaller, direct dialogue between stakeholders. It was suggested that this be the focus of the next committee meeting.

The next meeting is scheduled for:

May 22nd 

10:00am-12:00pm

The Arc of Middlesex

219 Black Horse Lane, North Brunswick

Dial in number: (877) 833-5447 Code: 6091718

RSVP to: Jennifer Brown at jbrown@familyresourcenetwork.org  or 609-392-4900. Let her know if you will be attending in person or over the phone.







