NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
Office of Prevention of Mental Retardation and Development Disabilities

Public Notice of Available Grant Funds


Prevention of Developmental Disabilities 






Public Education Program FY 2010

Take note that, in compliance with P.L. 1987, c. 5 and P.L. 2000, Chapter 82 that supplement Title 52 of the Revised Statutes, the Department of Human Services anticipates the following availability of funds. 

A.
Name of program: 
Prevention of Developmental Disabilities Public Education Program (FY 2010)

B.
Purpose:  The Department of Human Services’ Office for Prevention of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities anticipates the availability of State funds to support public education programs to prevent intellectual and other developmental disabilities.  The intent of this program is to increase public and professional awareness that some developmental disabilities may be prevented, and to modify conditions of life, professional practices, or personal behaviors to reduce the risk of mental and physical disabilities originating in early life.

Prevention education programs must address issues that are associated with increased risks of sustaining a developmental disability in one of three periods of childhood:  


1)
Birth through age five prevention education: may address such issues as newborn screening, lead poisoning prevention, nutritional factors, immunizations, socioeconomic related issues, injury prevention, family planning, household safety, infant/child car seats, adolescent parents’ education and/or other related issues;

2) Six through age 12 prevention education: may address such issues as improved access to health care, nutritional factors, dental health, seat belts and helmet use with bicycles and other sports equipment, health education in primary school, child safety, injury prevention and/or other related issues;

3) Thirteen through age 18 prevention education: may address pregnancy prevention and family planning, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome prevention education, genetics, child development, parenting, nutrition (including importance of folic acid), safety and injury prevention, seat belt and bike helmet use and all of the issues contained in birth to five.

C.
Amount of money in the grant program:  A maximum of $40,000 will be awarded to support approximately five grants. Grants may be renewed for up to two years, (for a total of three years), dependent upon the availability of funding and the performance of the grantee.  Funds will decrease in the second and third years of the program by approximately 20 percent each year.  


Contracts may also be awarded for a one-or two-year period, dependent upon the availability of funds, the ability of the provider agency to complete the prevention education program in a shorter period of time, and the recommendation of the Review Committee.

D.
Multi-Year Contract Requirements  Provider Agencies with Multi-Year Contracts may not earn more than a one year (12 month) pro rata amount of a Multi-Year Contract ceiling during a given 12 month period of the Contract term.  If a Provider Agency is awarded a Multi-Year Contract, an audit per Policy Circular P7.06, Single Audit and a fiscal-year end report on an organization-wide basis may be required annually. 

E.
Groups or entities (citizens, counties, municipalities of a certain class, etc.) which may apply for the grant program:  
Agencies must be New Jersey based organizations, or corporate bodies; non-profit (registered with the State of New Jersey as a 501 (c) (3) agency) or public entities, which have demonstrated the capacity to carry out the proposed project.

Public Agencies shall not be awarded multi-year contracts because of restrictions in the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-15) which prohibits local public agencies from entering into a contract for a term longer than 12 months.  

F.
Qualifications needed by applicant to be considered for the grant program:


Agencies must have demonstrated experience in designing, implementing, and evaluating public education prevention projects.  Agencies must demonstrate the ability to contribute financially to the program by the second year of the multi-year contract.


All applicants that are applying for support for a multi-year contract must: 


1.
Demonstrate the ability to contribute financially to the program after the first year of funding;


2.
Submit a proposal that delineates all proposed activities, timelines, cooperative agreements (Annex A), and proposed budget for the multi-year period (Annex B);

3.
Include a description of evaluation plans in the proposal that assess the effectiveness of the program both in terms of process and outcome.  In the final year of funding, a minimum of 20 percent of the budget must be dedicated to evaluation; and  

4.
Demonstrate plans to maintain the program at the conclusion of the funding cycle.
G. Procedure for eligible organizations to apply for grant funds:  
Proposal packages may be requested from:




Ellen Dunn



Office for Prevention of Mental Retardation




and Developmental Disabilities




Department of Human Services




PO Box 700




222 South Warren Street




Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0700




609-777-0520



ellen.dunn@dhs.state.nj.us
Proposal packages may also be obtained from the Department of Human Services website at http://www.state.nj.us/humanservices/OPMRDD/OFP-RFP.html
A Pre-Application meeting will be held on Friday, November 7, 2008 at 10:00 AM at the Department of Human Services, 222 S. Warren Street, Trenton. This meeting is not mandatory, but prospective applicants who have not received a prior grant from the Office for Prevention are encouraged to attend.  Please notify the Office for Prevention regarding your intention to attend by calling 609-777-0520 or by sending an email to ellen.dunn@dhs.state.nj.us
H .
Address of division, office or official receiving application:  Same as above.

I.
Deadline by which applications must be submitted to the office: An original and six proposals must be submitted by 4:00 P.M. on Friday, March 13, 2009.  Applications received after the deadline will be ineligible for consideration unless they are postmarked by 4:00 P.M. by the United States Postal Service or by an overnight/express mail delivery service.  If an overnight/express mail delivery service is used, the applicant should omit PO Box 700 and use only 222 South Warren Street in the address.
J.
Date by which applicants shall be notified whether they will receive funds under the grant program:  
Applicants shall receive notice of approval or disapproval by May 15, 2009.







Date:


___________
Jennifer Velez
Commissioner, Department of Human Services

